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EPITAPH. 



hJHALL pride a heap of feulptur^d marble raifi^ 
Some wortblefs , un-mourn'd titled fool to praife ; 
AndJhaU we not by one poor grave-ftone learn^ 
Wbere Genius , Wit, and Humour ^ Jleep with 
Ster n e? 
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W jpu])j[iihing . tbefe Letters the- Editpr ^Pi^s 
but comity \v:i& her mother's requeft,whici 
was, that if any letters were publiih*d undef 
Mr. Sterne's name, that thofe flie had in her 
poffeilioo , as we^il as thofe that her foth^r^s 
friends would be kind enough to fend to her, 
ftiould be' likewife publiJOi'd— — -She depends 
much on the candour of l^he public for thf 

favourable reception of thefe,-' ^th6ii* being 

genuine, ftie thinks- — and hopes, will render 
them not unaccept^blBTr«Slie^c ha^ already e^^ 
perienced much ben^votehfee ' wi generofitji- 

front her late father's friends— the rememr 

brance of it will ev^r wapn her heart with 
gratitude! 



In 



In Memory of Mr. Sternc, Author of 
The Sentimental Journey. 



w, 



ITHvptt, and genuine humour f to ds/felf 
from the de^jponding hofim , gloomy care^ 
4nd bid the gujhing tear y at the Jad' talc . . 

Of bapjefi love gr filial grief f to floxp 
From the full fympathijing heart , were thine, 
The fi power t, Oh Sterne I but now thy fate demandst 
^0 plumage nodding o'er the er^blazon'dbearfi 
Froclaitping honor where no virtue fhonf, 
Bui the fad tribute of a heart-felt Jigh: 
What tho^ no tapir cafl its deadly rayy — 
Nor, tf)e full xhoirfing te^iems o'er thy tmh 
The humbler grief of friend/hip is not mute ; 
And poor Maria , with her faithful kid^ 
Her auburn Preffes carekfily entwined 
With ^ive foliage j at $h^ elofii of dayi 
Shall chaunt her plaintive vefpers at thy grave ^ 
Thy Jhade too , gentle Monk , mid aweful nighty 
Shalt pour libaiihn^s from its friendly eye ; 
For'erft his Jweet benevolence beftow^d 
Its generous pity , and bedew' d with tears 
The fod, which refted on thy aged breaft. 



A Charader 



and his Writings ^ in a familiar Epiftld 
f«)m aGeWlemafi inireland'to hisFnerid^ 
-^.Written in tile Year 1769J : '\ ; , 



W) 



HAT trifle comei nexif-^Spare tbecenfirfp 
niyfriendr :^ ^^ ^ ' 

Ti&/x letter^ s no tnore from ieginn'mg to ha; " 
Yepfwhen yoti confiii^r, your laughter ^ pray yfltfiij 
The advaniage^ theimporiahce^ the uje\ ofdfrijle^— 
When, you jbink toa hfld^-r^pd there's nothing 

tnore clearrT 
That pence compofe tniSlons, and moments ihe'year^ 
You fmely will grant mt, nor think that Ijejff 
That life's hut a fines of trifles at heft^ . ^ 

How wildly digrejjive I yet could I ^ St ERNE *, 
J?ig*'^fi "^ith thy JHU , . with thy freedom return I 
The vain wijh I reprefs^ — ?oor YoRioxl «^ n\mm^ 
Shall thy mirth and thy jefts ^'fettbf table on aroar;'* 

• ^ ' The/iato reverend Lottrence SIterfte , A, Mi &c, author 
of that trlily original » * humouroiiis , hiteroel'ite work* 
called The Ufe and Opinions of Trifiram SbAn^^f of A 
Senrtn^ent^l Journey through • Prince aAd Italy, whichy 
alas! he'^id not live to fSnifh, and bf^fome volumes of 
Sermons. Of his ikill in delineating aftd (bpporting' his 
charaQiers ,' thofe of the father of Ijis hero , of his uncle 
Toby f and :of corporal • TJ-zw , ' out of numberlefk others* 
aflFord ample proof: To his'pdws»r in the p^hetl^, who- 
ever ihall read the ftories of /> Fi?wi» , Marlh ,^ the Monk^ 
and tlfe aettd Afs^ ifiuft, if hi has feelings, be^t fiiflficient 
teftimonfy: And his SeHh6m throiigihout, though fome- 
times> periiaps, chargeable with- a levity nor entlrfelybe-^ 
C(C)ming the pulpit > breathe th^ kindeC^ fpirit of Pib/Z/m-* 



No more tby fad tale , tottb fimpVtcity told^ 
O'er each feeling breafl its flrong influence bold^ 
From the wife and the if ray e call forth fympatby'fflgb. 
Or fveff with fiveet angtiijh humanity s eye: ^ 
Here and there in the paze if a hlemip% appear y. 
Andipbatpagejortohatlife, from a hIemiJhU clear f 
Trim and Toby with foft intfrcejjion attend; 
Le Fevre intr eats you to pardon his friend : 
Maria too pleads , for her favourite diftrefij^ , 
As you feel for her forrows , grant her requkft t 
Should the fe advocatei fail ^Tve another to call,' 
One tear of his fAo if v^Jhall obliterate all, , , 

Favoured pupil of Nature and Fancy , of yore, 
Whom from Humour's embrace fweet rhilantbropy 

bore, 
While the Graces and Loves Jiatter flow' rs on thy urn, 
And WJt weeps the blojjofn too hajlily torn ; 
This meed too , kindfpirit , unoff ended receive 
From a youth next toSn ak e s p e a r e's who honours 
. ^ thy grave? 

thropy , ef good will towards man. For the few esrceptio^ 
ml part^ of his works, thoPi ^mall blemiiher 
QH^ iMt infuria fifditt ,. 

,' Ant bumana parUm cavit natura^-^ 

fiiffer them, kind critic, to reft with his afhes! 

The :<bov^ eulp^iiun wiU , I doubt not» appoactQ y«Ut 
am} perhaps al(b -to many others,^ much too high for thq 
literaiy^ chara^er, of S t ^ k ^ c; I have not at prden^ . 
either JeifUrs or iaclioatlon ^ to enter into argument upon 
the quedioo; huf, in truth I coniidered myfelf as largely 
his debtor for the tears aqd the laughter he io frequently 
excited, and was defirous to leave behind me^ for fo long 
at leafl as this trifle fliall remain, ^omc fmall memorial 
Qf my gratitude: I will even S|df|f that^ although I re-; 
gard the memory oi J^tfkejpeare with a veneration^ little 
ihort of idolatry, I eAeero the Monk's bom^hox a relicl^ 
"as devoutly to he wifhed'' as a pipc-ftopper, a wall^ingy 
iiick» or eyeu an ix\kft;|nd of the nmlhrry-tree. 



Memoirs 



M E no I R S 

O F T H E 

LIFE AND FAMILY 

OF THE JLATE 

Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE^ 
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.OGER STERNE, grandfon to 
Archbifbop Sterne, Lieuteiiant in Handafide's 
regiment, was married to Agnes Hebert^ 
wldaw of a captain of a good family: her 
faxmiy same was, I believe, Nuttle-^- — ^ 
thdugb, upon recoUeSibn, that was the name 
of her fetiier-in^kw, who was a noted futler 
in Flanders, in Queen Ami's wars, where 
my father married his wife's daughter, N* Bv 
)ie was in debt to htm, wUch was in Septem- 
ber 25, 1711, Old Stile. — ^TWs Nuttle had a 
fon by my gnmdmothen^«« fine perfon of a 
man but a gracelefe whelpi*<«^what became of 
him I know not.— The famUy, if any lefk^ 
live now at Clomwel in the fouth of Ireland, 

at 



at which town I was born November a4th, 
1713, a few days after my mother arrived 
from Dunkirk. — ^My birth-day was ominous 
tp my j)oor father, ^.who was, the.4ay after 
bur arrival, with many other brav6 officffers 
broke, and fent adrift into the wide world 
with a wife and two children— *the elder of 
which "v^as Mary; flie, was bom in; I<.ifle in 
French Flanders, July the tenth, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and twelve. New Stile.-— 
This child was moft unfortunate— ftie married 
one Weemans in-Dublinf— *who \x(ed her linart: 
unmercifully*— 'fpent his fubftance, became a 
bankrupt, and left my poor lifter to ftiift for 
herfelf,— -which flie was able to do but for 
a few months,, for Ihe weint to a friend's 
lioufe in the country, and died of a broken 
heait. She was a moft beautiftil woman— of 
a fine figure, land deferved a better fate.* 
The regiment, in which my father fcrved^ 
being broke, he left Ireland as foon as I was 
able to be carried, with the reft of his family^ 
end came to the family feat at Elvington^ 
near York, where his mother lived. She 
was daughter to Sir Roger Jaques, and an 
heirefs. There we fojoumed for about ten 
months, when the regiment was eftablilhed^ 
and ourhoufhbid decamped with bag and bag*- 
gage for Dublin— -within a month of our ar- 
rival, my father left us, being ordered to 

Exeter, 



Exeter.,' where , ' in a &d Winter , my tnotbeit 
and her two children fyioWed him, travelling 
from Liverpool by land'tb Plymouth. Me- 
lancholy defcription of this journey not necef- 
fary to he tranfmitted here. In twelvq 
months we were all fent back to Dublin.*— 
My mother, with three of us, for flie laid 
in at Plymouth of a boy , Joram , took fliip 
at Briftol, for Ireland , . and; had a. narrow 
efcape from being caft away by a leak Q)ringf 
Jngup in the veffeL— At length, after many 
perils J and ftruggles, we got to Dublin.-H 
There my father took a largfehofufe,: fornifli- 
ed it, and in a y^ar aftda halPs time fpent a 

great deal of money.- -In th^ year one 

thoufand feven hundred and. nineteen, all 
unhittg'd again; the regiment was ordered;; 
with many pthers, to thejfte of Wight, in 
order to en^ibark for Sp^inin the Vigo expe- 
dition. We accompanied the regiment, and 
was driven into MUford Haven, but landed 
at Briftol, from thence by land to Plymouth 
again, and to the Ifle of Wight~*wbere I 
remember we ftayed encafiaped fonje time be- 
fore the eipbarkation of the troops — -in this 
expedition from Briftol to Hamplhire we loft 
poor Joram— ^-a pretty boy, four, years old, 
of the fmall-pox, my mother, lifter, and 
myfelf , remained at the Ifle pf Wight during 
the Vigo Expedition, and until the regiment; 

had 



had got back to WicHow in Ifelatid^ from 
whence my father feit for us.—- We had poor 
Joram's lofs fappli^ dnridg our flay in the 
Ifte of WigTit, by tiie birth of a girl, Anne, 
bom September the twenty-third , one thou- 
fand feven hundred and nineteen.— This pretty 
Mofibm fell at the age of three years, in the 
Barracks of DubHn-^^e was, as I well rei 
member, of a fine delicate frame, not niade 
to laft long, as were moil: of my fathier*sf 
biibes.-— We embarked for Dublin, and ha(f 
dl been caft away by a moft violent ftorm; 
but through the interceiHons of my mother, 
the captain was prevailed upoii to turn* back 
into Wales, where we ftayed a month, and 
at length' got into Dublin, and travelled by 
knd to Wicklow, where my fktberhad foi* 
fome weeks given us over for loft.— -W^ 
Kved in the barracks at Wicklow, one year^ 
one thoufand feven hundred and twenty^ 
when Devijeher , fo called aft«f Colonel De- 
tijeher, was bomj from thence We decamp- 
ed to ftay half a year with Mr. Feilietfton, ^ 
clergyman, about feven miles from Wicklow^ 
who being a reladoii 6! my mother^s, invited 
Us to his parfonage at Animo.— It was in thlft 
parHh, dtlrtog our ftay, tf«at I-had that Worn 
derful efcape in fkUiifg thrcJUgh a mtil^race 
Whilfl: the mill was goin^, and of being taken 
Up imhurt^-^the Aeiry is incredible , but known 

for 



fi$r tdutlrin tdll ttet'part of Irehnd^where 
hundreds, of the oomttioa people flocked td 
fee me^-^From hence we followed the regi^ 
ment to Dublin, where we lay m the biff^ 
tack« a year.i^-^In this year, one tiioufand 
iWen hundred aiji^-twenty-one^ Ileamed to 
write, &a ^ ' 3 ^e: regimeiitv ordered In 
twdnty-two7 to Caryt^fetgun in the north of 
jkeland; <we all^ddcamped, but got no furdieit 
than l)rogheda, tfaence ordered to Mullengar; 
fiwty milea weft ^ where by Providence we 
i];um)4ed upon a kind relation, a collateral 
defcendant-jromArdibiihop Sterne, who took 
us all to his caf^ and kindly entreated us for 
a year* a i^ feat us to the reginient at Car- 
rickfergus ^ loaded with kindnefles, &€.^— ^ 
moft mefol and tedious. journey had we dl, 
& March, to Carrickf ergu* , where we ar- 
rived in fix or fi^Ven day^-^ttie Devijeher 
here died, he w^a three ye^cs old— -He had 
been left behind at nude at a fiu-m-houfe near 
Wicklow, but was fetch** to uis by my flu' 
ther the funmier after*— smother child fent tor 
fill his place , Sufan ; this babe too left us be- 
hind in this weary journeys — The autumn of 
that year, orthe fprit^ afterwMs, I forget 
whidi, my father got leave of his colonel 
to fix me at fchool— ^wbich he did near Hali- 
ftist, with an able mafter; with whom J ftaid 
fome time, 'till by God's care of me my 
- Vol. L B coufin 



cottfin Stame , of Elvingtoa,! became a fiithrt 
to me, and fent me to the univerfity, &c. &c. 
To porftte the thread of oar ftory , my father's 
regimebt was the year after olrdered to lion- 
dc^derry, where another fiftec was brought 
forth » Catherine, ftiU living, but moft un- 
happily eftranged from iiie by my uncle^ia 
Wlckednefii, and her oWn folIy»-^firom tbiB 
fiation the regiment was fent to defend 
Gibraltar, at the feige,. where my frthet 
was run through the body by Captain PhilUps^ 
in a duel, th^ quarrel begun about a gook^ 
with much difficulty he furvived^— tho' with 
an impaired conftitution , which was not able 
to withftand th^ hardfhips it was put to-^oc 
h&was fept to Janiaica, where he foon fell 
by the country fever, which took away faiai 
fenfes firft, and made a child of him, and 
then, in a month or two, wallung about con- 
tinually without complaining, till, the mo- 
ment he fat down in an arm cliair, ami 
breadied his Jaft— which: was at Port Anto- 
nio, on the north of the ifland,— -My father 
was a littfe finart manr-— aftive to the laft 
degree, in all exercifes— moft patient. of fii- 
tigue and ^i^ppointments, of which it pleafed, 
God to give bim full meafure^ — ^he was in hi^ 
temper fomewJiat rapid, and hafly— -but of a 
kindly, fweet difpoiition, void of all d^fign; 
and fo innocent in his own intentions, ^at 

..he 



he fufpefted no one; fo that you might have 
cheated bim t^ times in a day , if nine had 
not been fufl&cient for yoiirparpofe»— ^my poor 
fether died ini March 1731 — ^I remained at Ha- 
lifax 'tiJl about the latter end of that year , and 
cannot omit mentioning this anecdote of my- 
felf, and fchootmafter.— He had the cieling 
of the fchool-room new white-waihed — the 
ladder remained there*-— I one unlucky day 
mounted it, and wrote with a bruih in large 
capital letters, L AU, STERNE, for which 
the uflier feverely whipped me. My mafter 
was very much hurt at this , and faid , before 
me , that never ihould that name be effaced^ 
for I was a boy of genius, and he was fure I 
Ihould come to preferment—this expreifion 
made me forget the ftripes I iad received^-* 
In the year thirty-two my coufin Cent me to 
the univerfity, where I ftaid fome time. 'Twa« 
there that I commenced a friendihip with Mr. 
H • • • which has been moft lafting on both 
fide»-— I then came to York, and my uncle 
got me the living of Sutton— -and at York I 
become acquainted with your mother, and 
courted her for two yearsi— fhe owned flie 
liked me , but thought herfelf not rich enough, 
or me too poor, to b^ joined togetiier—-*lhe 

went to her fitter's in S , and I wrote to 

her ofteuf— I believe then flie was partly de- 

termined to have me, but would not fay j(b-^ 
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at her return fhe fell into a confumptionr-^and 
one evening that I was fitting by her with an 
almoft broken heart to fee her fo ill, flie faid, 
*^my dear Lawrey, I can never be yours, for 
I verily believe I have not long to live*^ — ^but 
I have left you every ihilling of my fortune ; •• 
•-.^ipon that fixe ihewed me her will**— this 
generofity overpowered me,r— It pleafed God 
thatihe recovered, and I married her in tiub 
year 1741. My trncle and myfelf were then 
upon very good terms, for he foon got me 
the Prebendary of York-^but he quarrelled 
witji m^ ajfterw^ds, becaufe I would not 
write paragraphs in the news-papersr— ^though 
he was a party-man, I was not, and detefted 
fuch xlirty work: thinking it beneath me*<— « 
from that period, he became my bittereft ene« 
my.«^-*By my wife's n^ans I got the living of 
Stillington*' — 3, friend of her's in the fouth had 
promifed her, that if Ihe married a clergyman 
in Yorkftiire, when the living became vacant, 
he would make her a compliment of it I re- 
mained near twenty years at Sutton, doing 
ixAy ,at both places*^— I had then very good 
health.*-^Book:s, paintings fiddling, and fiioot- 
ing were my amufements; as to the *Squire 
of the parifli, I cannot fay we were upon a 
very friendly footings— but at Stillington, the 

femily of the C s ftiewed us every kind- 

»e&^— ;twas moft truly agreeable to be within 

a mile 



a mUe and a half of an amiable family, who 
were ever cordial friends— In the year 1760, 
I took a houfe at York for your mother and 
yourfelf , and went up to London to publilh 
Hiy two firft volumes of Shandy. In that 
year Lord F prefented me with the cu- 
racy of Coxwold— « fweet retirement in com- 
parifon of Sutton. In fixty-two I went tQ 
trance before the peace was cohcluded, and 
you both followed me.«— .1 lejft you both in 
France, and in two years after I went to 
Italy for the recovery of my health— ^and 
when I called upon you, I tried to engage 
your mother to return to England, with m^ 
« — "flie and yourfelf are at length come«— and I 
have had i^e inexpreflible joy of feeing my 
girl every thing I wiftied her. 



/ have fet do]vn thefe f articular r relating 
to my family^ and f elf ^ for myhydia^ in 
cafe hereafter Jhe might have a curiojity^ or 
a kinder motive to kno\x? them. 
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xN juflice to Mr. Stern's delicate feel- 
ings, I muA here publifh the following let- 
ters to Mrs. Stsrne, before he married 

her, when flie was in StalFordlliire A 

good heart breathes in ever}' line of them. 



LET. 



II 



LET T E R S. 

L E T T E R I. 

[ ToMif^L-- — . 

jL ES ! I will ftesd from the world, and riot 
a babWing' tongue ihall tell wherel am^-^Echo 
fiiidl not fo moicli as wMfper my hidiilg pkce 
•— fuffer thy imagination toi laiiit it as alStle 
fun-gilt cotb^e on the fide of a romantic hill 
— -^doft tiioQ think I wfUl^ve love and friend- 
fhip behind me? No ! tiiey ihall be my com* 
panions in folitude, for they will fit down, 
and rife up with me in the amiable form of my 

L we will be as merry, and as innocent 

as our firft parents inParadife, before the arch 
fiend entered that undefcribable fcene. 

The kindefl: affeftions will have room to 
fiioot and expand in our retirement, and pro- 
duce fuch fruit, asmadnefs, and envy, and 
ambition have always killed in the bud.— -Let 
the human tempeft and hurricane rage at a 
diftance, the defoiation is beyond the horizon 
B 4 of 
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of peace.— My L has feen a Poly^mthus 

blow in December— fome friendly wall has fhel- 
tered it from the biting wind.— No planetary 
influence Ihall reach us, but that which prcfide^ 
and cherifties the fweeteft flowers.— ^God pre^ 
ferve us , how delightful this profpeft in idea ! 
We will build, and we will plant, in our 
own way^— fimplicity fball not be tortured by 
art— we will learn of nature how to live— 
ihe fliall be our alchymift, to mingle all the 
good of life into one falubrious draught*— *The 
gloomy family of care and diftruft ihalkbe 
banilhed from our dwelfin'g, guarded by tby 
kind and tutelar deity— <wc will ling our 
choral fongs c^ gratitude^ and rejoice to the 
end of Cfur pj^rimage. ■ . -^ 

Adieu, my L '■ '> Return to one who laa- 
guifhes for thy fociety. 



L, Stern K. 



LET- 
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L E't T E R II. 

To the fame. 

. X OU bid me tell you, my dear L—^ howl 

bore your .departure for S^- , and whether 

the valley where D'EjEtella ftand$ retains ftill 
its look* — or, if I think the rofes or Jeflamit 
xiesfmell as fweet, as when you left it~» 
Al^s ! every thing has no^ loft its relifli , and 
look! The hour you left D'Eftella I took to 
mybed.— *I was worn out with fevers of ^ 
kinds, but moft by that feyer of the. heart 
with which thou knoweft well I have been 
wafting thefe two. years— -and fhall continue 
wafting 'till you quit S ■ . The good Mife 
S ■ , from the forebodings of tlie beft of 
hearts, dunking. I. was ill, infifted upon my 
going to her.' — ^What can be the caufe, my 
4ear L that I never )have been able to fee 

the face of this mutual friend, but I feel myfelf 
tent to pieces? She made me ftay an hour 
with her, and in that ftiort fpace I burft into 
tears a dozen different times—- <and in fuch af- 
fedtionate gufts of paBion that Jhe was con-^ 
ftrained to leave the rodm, Mid fympathize in 
her drefling rooiih-«I have been weeping for 

you 



you bothy faid ihe» in a tone of the fweeteft pity 

«— ifor poor L ^'s heart I have long known 

it— ^her anguilh is as iharp. as yours*— -her 
heart as tender— her conftancy as great— -her 
virtues as heroic— Heaven brought you not 
together to be tormented. I could only an- 
fwer, her with a kind look, and a heavy 
figh-— and retum'd home to your lodgings, 
which I have hired 'till your return, to refign 
myfelf to mifery*— -Fanny had prepared me a 
fuppeiv— Ihe is, all attention to me—but I fkt 
oveir it with tears; a bitter fauce, my L 
buti could eat it with no othei^— for the moment 
flie began to Ipread my little table, my heart 
fainted within me.*— 'One folitary plate, one 
knife, one fork, one glafs!— ^I gave a tfaoo- 
fand penfive, penetrating looks at the chair 
thou hadft fo often graced, in thofe quiet, and 
ientimental repafts— then laid down my knifi^ 
and fork, and took out my handkerchief , and 
clapped it acrofk my face, and wept like a 

child.— I do fo this very moment, my L ^ 

for as I take up my pen my poor pulfe quickens, 
my pale face glows, and tears are trickling 
down upon the paper, as I trace the word 

L . O thou! bleffed in thyfelf , and in 

thy virtues— bleffed to all that know thee— to 
me moft fo, becaufe more do I know of thee 
than all thy fex.— -This is the philtre, my L— — 
by which thou haftcharated me, and by 

which 
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which thou wUfc hold ilie thine whilft virtue 
and faith hold this world together.— -This, my 
friend, is the plain and fimple magick by whidi 

I told Mifs 1 have won a place in that 

heart of thine, on which I depend fo fatisfied, 
that time, or diftance, or change of every 
thing which might alarm the hearts of little 
xnen, create no uneafy fulpence in mine— • 
Waft thou to ftay in S thefe feven years, 

thy friend, though he would grieve, fcoms 
to doubt, or to be doubted— - 'tis the only ex- 
ception where fecurity is not the parent of 
danger.*— I told you poor Fanny was all at- 
tention to me fince your departure— contrives 
every day bringing in the name of L She 

told me laft night, upon giving me fome harts- 
horn, ftie had obferved my illnefs began the 

very day of your departure for S ; that 

I had never held up my head, had feldom, or 
fcarce ever fmiled, had fled jfrom all fociety— -• 
that Ihe verily believed I was broken-hearted, 
for ftie had never entered the room, or pafled 
by the door , but flie heard me figh heavily—* 
that I neither eat, or flept, or took plealure in 
any thing as before;*— judge then, my L — — ^ 
can the valley look fo well— -or the rofes and 
jeffamines fmell fo fweet as heretofore? Ah 
me!—* But adieu*— the vefper bell calls me 
from thee to my God! 

L. S T E R N E. 

LETTER 
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LETTER in. 



To the fame. 



Bi 



►EFORE nowmyL has lodged an in- 

diftment againftmein the high court of Friend- 
ftiip — •! plead guilty to the charge, and iil- 
tirely fubmit to the mercy of that amiable tri- 
bunal.*— Let this mitigate my punifhment, if 
it will not expiate my tranfgreffion*— do not 
fay that I fhall offend again in the fame man- 
tier, though a too eafy pardon fometime^ oc 
cafions a repetition of the fame fault. — ^Amifer 
fays, though I do no good with my money 
to-day, to-morrow fliall be marked with fome 
deed of beneficence.—- The Libertine fays, let 
ine enjoy this week in forbidden and luxuri- 
ous pleafures , and the next I will dedicate to 
ferious thought and refleftion.— -The Gamefter 
fays, let me have one more chance with the 
dice and I will never touch them more.— The 
Knave of every profeffion wiflies to obtain but 
independency, and he will become an honefl: 
man.-^-The Female Coquette triumphs in tor- 
menting her inamorato, for fear, after mar- 
riage, he ftiould not pity her. 

Thy 
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TBy ajpparition of the fifli inftant, for letf 
ters mny aimoft be called fo, proved mcire 
welcome as I did not expeft it. Ob! my 
L— ^ — , thou ait kind indeed to make an apo- 
logy for riie, and thon JoDever Wilt affuredly 
repent of one a6t of kindaefk^^— «for bdng thy 
debtor, I will pay theewitLinterelL-^Why doe» 
my L — — ^ complidn of the defertion of friends ? 
*— Where does the human being live that will 
not join in this complaint?«— It is a common 
cibferyation^ and perhaps too true, that married 
people feldom extend their regards beyond 
thdi' own firefide.— ^.Tbere is fuch a thing n$, 
pariimimymefteem^ as well as moneyT-^-y^t 
as the. one cofis nothings, it might be beftowe<l 
with, more liberriity»f--^We fcannot gather 
grapes from thorns, fo we muft not expe^ 
kind attachments from perfons who are wholly 
folded upiii feffilh fchemes.*— ^I do not know 
whether I moft defpife, or pity fuch charafters 
—^nature never made an unkind creature— ill 
ufage, and bad habits, Jbave deformed a fair 
and lovely creation. 

My L ! — thouf art furroiinded by all the 

melancholy gloom of winter ; wert thou alone, 
the retirement would be agreeable.—- Difap^ 
pointed athbition nnght envy fuch a rfetreali 
and difappointed love wlontd feek it out.—* 
Crouded towns, and bufy focieties, may de^ 
ii^t the unthinking, and the gay*— < but fo- 

litude 



18 

litude is the beft nurfe of ^^dom.— -*M6tbinks 
I fee itny contemplalsve girl now in the garden^ 
watching the gradual approaches of fpring^^-^ 
Do'ft not thou mark with delight the firft 
vernal buds? the ihorw«drop, and primrofe, 
tbefe early and welcome vilkors, fpring beneath 
thy feet««- Flora and Pomona already confider 
tiiee as their handmaid; and in a little time 
will load thee with their fweeteft bleffing.^— 
The feathered race. are all thy own, and with 
them, untaught harmoi^ will foon begin to 
cheer thy morning and evening walks . 
Swe;et as this may be, return^— -retain^— the 
birds of Yorkfliire will tune their pipes, and 
flog as melodiouily as thofe of Staffordfhire. 

/ Adieu, my beloved L ' , ■ : thine too nmch 
for my fcace^ 

♦ 
L. Sterne. 



LETTER IV, 
To the £ime. 



I 



HAVE offended her whom I fo tenderly 
love!— what could tempt me to it! but if a 
beggar was to knock at thy gate, wouldft 
thou not open the door and be melted with 

com* 
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ciQikkpttAon^^I know tbou wouldft^ for Pity 
has erefted a temple in tiiy bo{bm.*-^Sweeteft, 
and be& of all hiunan paffions ! let thy web of 
tendemefk cover the penfive form of afllifdon, 
and foften the darkeft Ihades of mifery f I have 
rencoidid^aed this apology,' and, aks! what 
will it accompliih 9 Arguments, however finely 
fpnn, can never change the nature; of things^— « 
very true— fo a truce with them. 
. I have loft a very valuable friend by a fad 
accident, and what is Worfe, he has left m 
widow and five young children to lament thi(t 
fttddenftrokek — ^If real ufefulnefs and integrity 
of heart, could have fecured him from this, hii 
fnenis^ ^s^oxM not now be mourning his un- 
timely fete^—Thefe dark and feemiligly aruel 
difpe^atipns of Providence, often Inake thi^ 
beft pf . human hearts comply.*— Who caa 
paint: the diftrefs of an affedionate mother,^ 
made a widow in a moment, weeping in bit<- 
terne& over a numerous, helptefs^ andfiitiier'- 
lefs offfpring?— God! thefe are thy chaftife- 
ments, and require, hard taik! a pious ac- 
quiefcenc^. 

, f'orgive me this digrefiion, and allow me 
to dr9p a tear over a departed friend ; and what 
is more excellent, an honeft man. My L l 
thou wilt feel all that kindnefs can infpire 
in the death, of — The event was fudden, and 
thy gemtle fpirit would be more alarmed oa 

that 



to 

that account— 'But my L thou liaft kfii 

to lament, as old age was creeping> on, and her 
)>eriod of doing good, and being ufi^ul^ was 
nearly over.— At fixty years of age the tbne« 
ment gets faft out of repair, and the lodger 
with ahxiiety thinks of a difehai^e.«*-^Infiich 
a fituation the poet might well /fay ' 

"The foul uneafy, ficc." 

My i^ talks of leaving the countrjA— • 

may a kind angel guide thy ftepshith^.*— ^li- 
tude at length grows tirefonte.-— Thou (kyeft 
thou wilt quit the place with regret—- 1 thSnk fa 
too.*— Does not fomething uneafy tnin^e with 
the very refleftion of leaving it? It is like 
parting with an old friend, whofe^temjper and 
^mpany one has long been acquainted ivitb. 
i^i^Ithinklfee you looking twenty tknes a 
day at the houfe— almcA counting ev6ry brick 
and pane of glafs, and telling them at th^ feme 
time with a figh, you are going to leave them. 
•-^Oh happy modification of matter! they will 
remain mfenfible of thy lofs. — But how wilt 
thou be able to part with thy garden?-— The 
recoUeOiori of fo many pleafing Walks muft 
have endeared it to you. Tlie trees, the 
flirubs, the flowers, which thou reared with' 
thy own hands— •will they not ^roop and fede 
stway fooner upon thy departure.-J^ Wi^^ wiU^ 
be thefttcceffortonurfe themin thy abfenO<^.-r- 
i ; Thou 



TJiou^vUt leave ^ i&ame.upon the myrtle^ 
fcfee.— 'If tr?es , imd flirab^ and flowers^ eouW 
fiompofe all el^y,.-I ftiould expeft a very 
plaintive one upoa-this fiibjeft. 

AdicH^ ^dieu* Believe me ever, ever thin^ 



L E :T T E* R V. 
To S- — - C , E% 

J London , Cbrijlmas Day. 

My DeaH FrUEnp^ 

X HAVE been in fach a continual: faurry 
finee the moment I arrived herei—Mfhat with 
my books , and what with vifiters, aodvifit-r 
ings, that it was not in my power foon^r t0 
fit down and acknowledge tfce fayQUi: Ojf ; ypmj 
obliging letter ; and to thank you for the qioft 
friendly motives whict led you to write it; 
I am not much in pai^ upon what gives my 
kind friends at StiUington fo muc^ on tb^ 
chapter of Nofss--^ becaufe , as the j^Jacipgl 
jfetire throughout that part is levelled at thoft) 
learned blockheads who, in all ages, havo 
wafted their time and much learning upoa 
Voi-. L C points 
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points as foolilh— -it fliifts off the idea 6t 
what you fear, to another point— •and 'tig 
thought here very good. — 'twill pafs mnfter—- 1 
J mean not with all— no— no! I Ihall be at- 
tkcked'and pelted, either from cellars or garrets, 
write what I will— and befides , muft expeft 
to have a party againil me of many hundreds 
»— *who either do not— or will not laugh.^— « 
»Tis enough if I divide the world;*— at leaft I 
will reft centered with it— I wifli you was 
here to fee what changes of looks and poli- 
tical reafoning have taken place in every com- 
pany, and coffee-houfe fince laft year ; we fliall 

be fopn Pruilians and Anti-Pruffians, B »g 

and Anti-B s, and thofe diftinftions will 

juft do as well as Wiiig and Tory— and for 
aught I know ferve the fame ends.— The K," 
feems refolved to bring all things back to their 
original principles , and to ftop the torrent of 
corrupti^nand lazinefs.— He rifes every morn- 
ing at fix to do bufinefs— rides out at eight 
to a naintite, returns at nine to give himfelf 
uptohis people.— By perfifting, 'tis thought 

he will oblige his M -s and dependants, to 

difpateh affairs with liim many hours fooner 
than of late«— and 'tis much to be queftion'd 
whether they will not be enabled to Wait up- 
on him fooner by being free'd from long levees 
of their own, and applications ; which will in 
all likelyboodbe transferr'd from them direftly 
' ' ■■' .. .. '> . to 
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to himfelf— -the prefent fyjftem being to re- 
move that Phalanx of great people, which ftood 
betwixt tHe throne and the fubj efts, and fufFer 
them to have immediate accefs without the in- 
tervention of a- caball— •this is the language 
of others : however the K. gives every thing 
himfelf, knows every thing, and weighs every 
thing maturely, and then is inflexible*— this 
puts old ftagers ofF their game»--»how it wiU 
^nd we are all in the dark. 

'Tis fear'd the war is quite over in Ger- 
many; never was known fuch havock amongft 
froops— -I was told yefterday by a Colonel, 
from Germany, that out of two battalions of 
iiine hundred men, to which he belonged, but 

feventy-one left!— .P F . . . • has fent 

word , 'tisXsdd , that he mttft have forty-thou- 
fend men direffly fent to take the field—- and 
'^ith provifions for them too, for he can but 
fobfift them for a fortnight — I hope this will 
find you all got to York— -I beg my compli- 
ments to the amiable Mrs. Croft , &c. &c. 
• Though I purpofed going firft to Golden- 
Squafe., yet fete has thus long difpofed of me 
— fo I have never been able to fet a foot to-' 
wards that quarter. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your's aflFeftionately 

L. Sterne. 
Qz LETTER 
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L E T T E R VI. 
To the fame. 

My Dear Sir, 

1. HAVE juft time to acknowledge the 
favour of yours, but not to get the two printa 
you mfentiott— "Which Ihall be fent you by 
next pofl^-^I have bought them, andlent ibem 
to Mifs Gilbert, but will affuredly fend for 
them and enclofe them to you;— •! wiU take 
care to get your piftures well copied »„and at 
a moderate price. . And if I. can be of further 
ufe, I befeech you to employ me; and from 
time to time will fend you.an account of what- 
ever may be worth tranfinitting,*— The ftream 
now fets in ftrong againft the German war* 

Loud complaints of- making" 

a trade of the war, &c. &c. much expedted 

from Ld. G ^•s evidence to thefe matters, 

who is expefted every hour;— -the K. win« 
every day upon the people, ihews himfelf 
much at the play, but at no opera, rides out 
with his brothers every morning, half an hour 
after feven, till nine— returns with them— » 
fpends an hour with them at breakfaft, and 
chat— 'and then fits down to bufinefs, I never 

dined 



dined at home once fince I arrived-— am four- 
teen dinners deep engaged juft now, and feat 
matters will be worfe with me in that poitft 
than better.-^— As to Ae main points in vi6w, 
jEit which you hifltc--'ail I can fayis, that I fee 
my way, and unlef*(Hd Nick throws the dice 
i— fhall, in due time, come oiF winner.' 
Triftramwill be out the twentieth-^ there is 
a gresit rout made about him before he enters 
the ftage*— whether this will be of ufe or no, 
I can't fay— fome wits of the firft magnitude 
bere^ %oth as to wit and ftation^ engage me 
fuccefs — time will flieW' — ^ Adieu, dear Sir I 
iand "^^ my compHments to Mrs. Crofb^ &c. 

.1 am y^ut affeftionate, • 

and obliged 



L E T T E R VII. 

Tb the fame. 
Dear Sir, 



I 



THIS moment received ^ht &vour of 

your kind letter.-— The letter in the Ladies 

Magazine about me, was wrote by the noted 

C3 Dr. 



Dr. H ^ > who "vrrote the liifpeQsw; and 
undertakes that magazine -r- the people of 
rYork are very uncharitable to fuppofe aiiy 
man fo grofs a beaft as to pen fuch a cbar%d:er 
of himfelf,— -In this great town no foul ev^ 
fafpefted it, for a thoufalsd feafons>-rcx>uld 
they fuppofe I ihould be fuch a fool as to fall 
foiU upon Dr. W— — -n, my beft friend, hy 
reprefenting him fo weak a inan-— or by tel- 
ling fuch a Jye of him^— as his givii^ me 9 
purfe, to buy oflfhis tutorftiip for Triftram!"— r 
or I fhould be fool enough to own I had taken 
his purfe for that purpofe! -^ 

. You mull know, there is a quarrel betw^a 

Dr. H and Dr. M ^y, who was the 

ph3rfician meant at Mr. C r- S 's, and 

Dr. H has changed the place on purpofe 

to give M ^y a lict«— Now that conver- 

fiition, though perhaps true, yet happen'd at 
another place, and with another phyiician; 
which I have contradifted in this city for the 
honour of pgr friend M'-'-f^yj; all which fliews 
the abfurdity of York credulity, and nonfenfe. 
Befides the account is fuJll ,of fallhoods— firft 
with regard to the place of my birth, which 

was at C , in Ireland— *the ftory of a 

hundred pounds to Mrs. W , not true, or 

of 9^ pmfim fromifed; the merit of which I 
difd^'d-^-^and indeed thexe are fo m^y 
other thipgs fo untrue ^ and unlikely tp come 

from 



from me; that thie worft aiemyv Iii^^ h^re 
never had a fufpkioti-— and to eiid all Dr. 

H owns the paper. 

I ftiall be downbefiareM^y is o\|t»^--I preach 
before the Judges on Sunday-^ i^yfermons 
come out.on Thurfday aft^j>— *and-Ipurpofe 
the' Monday at fiirtbefl: after that to. :ftt o^t fpr 
Yorb— I have bought a pair of horf^sjEbr that 
pwpofe-^ my beft refpe£tft to your: L^dyT-n 

I anij dear Sir, ; - 

Your moft obliged and, faithful, 

' ' L. Sterne, 

'■ '■/' •' ^ ■'. ■' -■ " ' ■' '--"^ / 

' P. S. I beg 'pardon for this balfy fcrawl, 
having juft come ftotti a Concert \^heref the 

D ^ of Y ' i ■ perf6rm*d«^^ I have re- 

ceived great notice from him, and -lift w^ek 
had the honout ojf fUpfiing with Min. ' 



L E T T E R Via 
To the fame. 

Dear SiRf .- 

O I N C E J had the favour of yoiir . obUging 

letto*, northing. has happened, or been faid 

one day, which has not been contradifted the 

C 4 next; 
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next ; fo Imvidg little certain to write , . I have 
•forbore writing at all, in hopes every day of 
fomethmg worth filling up a letter. We had 
the greateft expeflations yefterday that ever 
wereraifed, of a pitched battle in die H . i 
of C— f — •, wherein Mr^ P was to have 

entered and thrown down the gauntlet, inde^ 
fence of the German war.?-^There never was 
fo fult a hoHft—- tfie galTery fijll.to the top^ 
I was there all the day— when, lo! apoli- 
tical fit of the gout feized the great combat- 

tant*— h^ entered not the lifts— B got 

up, and begged the houfe, as he faw not his 
fight honourable friend there, to put off the 

debate*— 'it could not be done; fo B rofe 

up, and ma4e a moft long, pafilonatey inco- 
herent fpeeeh, in defence of the Germanick 
war— but very feyere uponjthe unfrugal man- 
ner it was carrie4 onr-*i* w^ich he dddiref- 
fed himfelf \princ^)ally to tt^p C — — • of the 

E , and laid him on terribly.— It feems 

the chancery of Ehnoverhad laid out 350,000 
pounds^: on^^count , and brought in our trea- 
fury debtoiw— .and the grand debate was, for 
an honeft examination of the particulars of this 
extravagant account, and for vouchers to au- 
thenticate it.— -L anf)v^ered Br— -very 

rationally, and coolly— -Lord N. fpoke loff|j 

^— Sir F. D maintained the German was 

was moft pernicious— Mr. C ■ , of Sorry^ 

. ^oke 
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ij^ke well^agalIlft ^tbe accoiiirt; trkh ibine 

x)ther&— L. B -riat laft got up , and, fpokc 

half an hour ^idi gceat plakineis^ and temped 
>-— explained a great many ^bidden fpirings re. 
Jating to thefe accounts, in favour of thelate 
K.— •and told two or three cbnveriations which 
had paffed between the K. and himfel^ relative 
to thefe expences— which caft great bcMioar 
upon the K's. charafter. This was with regard 
to the monejr the K. had fecretly furnifhed out 
of his pocket to leffen the account of the Ha- 
nov^rfcore brought us to difcharge. 

B d and B n abufed all who fought 

for peace, and joined in the cry for it; and 

B d added, that the reafons of wiihing a 

peace now, were the fame as at the peace of 
Utrecht— -that the people behind the curtain 
could not both maintain tiie war and their places 
too, fo were for making another facrifice of 
the nation, to their own interefts.— -After all-— 
the cry for a peace is fo general, that it ^ffH 
certainly end in oiw. Now for myfel f * : ■. L 

One half of the town abufe my book ' as bit- 
tevly ,' as.the other half cry it up to the fkies 
,»— tiieVbefl: is, they abufe>nd buy it, and at 
fucharate, that we are going on withafecdnd 
edition, as faft as polfible. 
- I am going down for a- day or two -^hk 
Mr. Spencer, to Wimbleton; on Wedneftiay 
there is to be a grand aflemfaljr at Lady N'' > > 

I have 
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I hive' enquired every where about S^ftkn^a 
affair ^ and can hear nottiing^^— My friend , Mc 
Charles T— ^ — , will be now fecretary of war 
*— -be bid me wiflihimjoy of it, thdoa^ not 
in pofleflion,— •! wUl aik him*— and depend, 
my moft worthy friend , that you fliall not be 
ignorant of what I learn frc»n him •^—believe 



me ever 2 



Yours, 

L.S. 



LETTER .IX 
To the fame. 
My Dear Si.r, : 



x\"STRAIN which I got in my wrift by 
a terrible fall, prevented my acknowledging 
tiie favour of your' oljliging letter. I went 

y^eftcrday morning to breakfaft with Mr.V ^ 

ii^ho is a kind of right-hand man to the >fecre- 
tary, on purpofe to enquire ■. about the propriety, 
or feafibility, of doing what you wilhumfe— 
and he has told me an anecdote which, had 
you been here y would, I think, have made it 

wifer 
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yifer to have deferred fpeaking djcfiifetjie Affiwi? 
a month hence than now ; it is this— Yo)i muft 
know that the numbers of officers who have 
left their regiments in Germany, for theplea- 
fures of the town, have been a long topic for 
merriment; as you fee them in St. Jamea'd 
CofFee-houfe, and the park, every hour, en- 
quiring, open mouth, ^ bow things gp on in 
Germany, and what news?— when they fliquld 
have been there to hi^ve fufniQied news them* 
felves-T-*but the worft part has been, tjiat ixmnyt 
of them have left their brother officers on thw 
duty, and in all the fatigues of it, and have 
come with no end but to, make friends, to bfe 
put unfairly oyer the ieads of thofe v^^ho were 
left rifting their lives^'-^Jn this attempt there 
have been fome but too fuccrfsful , which has 
juftly rajfed ill-bipod and cpmpkintS;fi:oit\ tbe 
officers who ilaid behind*-^ the upihot has 
been, that they have every fpuj been ordered 
off, and woe be to hin^, 'tis faid, who fbaU 
be: found Uftening, Now juft to mention o^ 
friend's cafe whilft this cry is on foot, I tjiiak 
would be doing more hurt than good , b]at if 
you think otherwife, I wijl go wiA all my 

heart and mention it to Mr.T- , for to do 

more I am too incppfiderable a perfon to pre- 
tend to. You made me and my frieads here 
very merry with the-accqunts current at York, 
of my beiiig fprbid the Qourt-^but they do not 
. cbnfider 



cbnfldcr what a confiderable perfon they maik^ 
oimey when they fappofe either my going, 
or my not going there, is a point tihat ever 
entej*s the K's head—— and for thofe about him, 
I have, the honour either to ftand fo perfonally 
well known to them; or to be fo well repre- 
fented by* thofe of the firft rank , as to fear n6 
accident of that kind. 

I thank God, B ^'s excepted, I have 

rfever yet made a friend, or conne6tion I have 
forfeited, or done ought to forfeit— •but on 
the contrary, my true charafter is better un^ 
derAood, and where I had one friend laft year, 
who did me honour, I have three noW.*-^If 
my enemies knew that by this rage of abufe, 
aiid ill %vill, they were effeflxially ftihring the 
interefts both of myfelf, and works, tiiey 
vrould be tiiore quiet— but it has been the 
fete of my betters-, who have found, that the 
Way td fame i is like the way to heavens- 
through mu6h tribulatioii>— and tiUIihaU have 
the honour to be as much mal-treated as Rabe- 
lais, andSti^ift were, I miift continue humble; 
for I halve not filled up the iheaftire of half 
their perjicutioftf. 

The Courtis turning topfy-tiirvy. Lord 
B — ^— ^, 1® premier— -Lord T— — t to be 
groom of the chambers in room of the D ' 

of R d — Lord H-^ ^x to Ireland--^ Sir 

F. D-^-r-d in T— 's place— P > t feemrf 
- unmoved 
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unn^oved*-^ a peace inevitable^— . Stocks rife*— 
the peers this monient kiffing hands , &c. &e, 
this week may be chriftened the kifs-hands 
.week, for a hundred chiwiges will happen in 
confequence of thefe. Pray pr^fent my ^x>m. 
pliments to Mrs. C— — and all fiiends, mi 
belieye me, with the greateft fidelity, 

Your ever obliged, 

L, SxERNBfc 

P. S. Is it not ftrange that Lord T— ih-t 
Ihould have power to reinove the; Duke i of 
R— d. 

Pray when you have read this, fend the 
news to Mrs. Sterne. 



L E T T PR X. 

To the lame. 
Dear Sir, 



i RETVRN you ten thoufand thanks fpr 
the favour of your letter— and the account 
you give me of my wife and gurl.— I faw Mn 

Ch ^y to-night at Ranelagh, who tells me 

you 
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you have inoculated my friend Bobby.— I 
heartily wiih him well through, and hope in 
God all goes right. 

' On Monday we fet out with a grand re- 
tinue of Lord Rockingham's, in whofe fuite 
I move, for Windfop — tihey have contrafted 
for fourteen hundred pounds for the dinner, 
to fome general undertaker, of which the K. 

has bargained to pay one third. Lord G- • 

S , was laft Saturday at the opera , fome 

fey widi great ef&ontery—— others with great 
dejeftion. 

I have little news to add. •—There is a 
fliiHing pamphlet wrote againft Triftram.— ^I 
wifli they would write a hundred fuch. 

Mrs. Sterne fays her purfe is light; will 
you, dear Sir, be fo good as to pay her ten 
guineas, and I will reckon with you when I 
have the pleafure of meeting you.— My beft 
compliments to Mrs. C. and all friends.' — Be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, your obliged and faithful 



L. Sterns^ 



LETTER 



n 



LETTER XL 

To Mrs. F- w 

York, Tuefday, Nov. it^ 
Dear Madam; 

X OUR kind enquiries after my heaWi, 2^ 

ferve my beft thanks.— .What can give on0 

more pleafure than the good wiihes of thofe 

we value?! — I am forry you give fo bad an 

account of your own health, but hope you 

will find benefit from tar-water^— it has. been 

of infinite fervice to me.^— I fuppofe, my good 

lady, by what you fay in your letter, " that 

I am bufy in writing an extraordinary book,** 

that your intelligence comes from York— the 

fountain-head of chit-diat news^— and— no 

matter.— Now for your delire of knowing the 

reafon of my turning author? why truly I am 

tired of employing my brains for other people's 

advantage.— Tis a foolifli facrifice I have n|ade 

for fome years to an ungrateful perfon.*— I 

depend much upon tibe candour of the publick,' 

but I fhall not pick out a jury to try the merit 

of my book amongft * * ♦ <^ «, afid — -till you^ 

read my Triftram, do not, like fome people; 

condenm it.-— .Lau^ I am fure you will at 

fome 
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. fome paflages.*— I have hired a fmall hoafe in 
the MinfterYard for mywife, and daughter— 
the latter is to begin dancing , &c. if I cannot 
leave her a fortune, I will at leaft give her an 

education. —As I fliall ptrblifli my work» 

very foon, I fliall be in town by March, and 
fiwU hkve the pleafflre of meeting with you. 
—All your friends a^c well, and ever hold 
you in the fame eftimation that your fincere 
ft&nd does. 

Adieu, dear lady, believe me, with every 
wifli for your happinefe, your moiifaithftti, &c. 

L. Stbrne- 



L E T T E R XIL 
.! To Dr. *♦*♦♦. 

Jan, 30, 17(^0.. 



Deaji SlJR^ 



-JL// 



^E mortuif nilniji bonum^ isamaxin^ 
Vrhich you have fo often of late urged in con- 
v^rfation, and in j^our letters, but in youi: 
laft efpecially, wiA fuch ferioufnefs, and feve- 
rity againft me, a$ the fuppofed tranfgreffoi? 
of the rulei-?^tbat you have mademc at length 
< * as 



the htiAiout^ you *fave' ftfared up might not 
work too ipbtently#iAlh me^ I Iiave%idted 
foul? Ayb to^ cdoLmyfelf, - before I l?\rouM fet 
pdnWpaptertdanfVery^, *^ d^ Mdrtuif Hit 
nifi hnum^'* I declare I have conffdei^d the 
Wifidom/ and ftmndadonMbf it 6¥ej^ «nd"o*er 
again, as^ difpj^onatdy^ ^tid 'charitabfy as * 
good Oiriffian canV^tid, '^ei- aUJ I c^^ 
libt&big ifli it, 6r hiake^ liiWe of it, than aiion-< 
fenfical't liiilaby of fome tiurfe, put into llatin 
by'fome:pedant, to1>e fchiatited by fohiehypo- 
laritf to Jtfi^ eirf rf tiKf-- iw^rld , ^ for titencotoffi- 
lafion^f bf ^departiiig lec&ei^s.'*--^?^, ' 1 ov^ti,' 
Latin ^ < and' I think' that i# lalt th^ v/ei^t It hag 
-i-^tor, in* plain Englife^^ «s a loofe^nd fiifcite 
j^fitii^ below a dif^nte^^^==r^^jou ard not t<f 
^eak Of^y tiring of the dead^ bm'^^o^hat if 
goodr Why fo? — Wh6 fays fb?!J---iieifher 
reafou .or fcripture.— -IliQAred ^itthoi^'^^have 
done: otherwile*— ^d'Teafon and ooniihonf 
fenfe tell >me, tbat4f :the' chM^fters of paft 
ages «fid m^ are t<^ be dra^n at aH , 'tH^y aref^ 
to be ^i*«Wn like themfelves; that is^ ^^^ittt 
fiieir ejilcdfendes , kfld- With their foibtes— *> 
^i it is tis rhuch^ pi^cfe Of juftice tb th6 
Wbrlid/ and to virtue too, to' d6f the ohe, as 
th6 Other.— The ruling prfTion tt Ut egan^ 
unmtt du xctur, are the very ttiings whitJhf 
ihark , ajid tfftinguilh «- man's charafterj— **ih«^ 
Vawl^ D which 
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which I would ad fooplei^^ out a manflt head 
t^hi§.hc*lj»yrboi5fe»«--T.Howf!ver, if like the pooc 
4avil /pf a painter, we.muft confonn ta-thig 
pl^upiCaQop,^ moriuis^lic. which lasmk- 
ha^ a f{>lc^ of piety.iQ,theyS»»^of it, asd be 
qllliged tx> paint both >oar aogete and our ^^s 
oi^ of the, fiune pojth^J then infer that ouc 
Sydenjx^tna, az^d Sangrii!^$, our Lucretiasr^ 
and MfSi^^^y our^SotmnerS) and our Boliog- 
brol^^rr^are alike entid^ed to ftatues; and all 
the Iniii^nanSy or f^iflis who have iaidiother* 
w4i<^ ifinoe ,th^y depfu^Qd,tbi$ life, fromSiUpft; 
tqi S ) ;<; > are gn^ty' of Ifce crimes you 
cb^ge {me with^ V cowardice and injnftioe.** 

. But why coxyardicje ? ' **^ bfecaufe ?tis tot 
cputag^T jtq attpiok^ 4^d man who i^an^t de« 
ifcpd hjn^felfi"-— --r-B^t why do yoa dpftOrtf 
9f <5hAl*ci|lty ?tta<;i5, fcifeh a one with your^in- 
ciifipii Jmife? Oh ! : fpr t^e-^^od of the living. 
r-"Fis;n^y pl^a.^-rBut IJiaye fomething more 
to fiy in pvy beWf*— and it is ^is^-r^I an*. 
Hpt. guilty of jfche charger-* though defenfible; 
I.l^Ve npt cut up Dpftor Kunaflxokius at all— 
j^h^ye juft fcratch^a him-^and that fcarce fkin- 
deap.^— ^I do hinpi firit' ail honour— Ipeak of 
Kupa^okius as a great man-— ^be he who he 
WiU^ and then moft , diftwitly hint at a dtole 
fo^l)le in his pharaiiter-— and that not firft re- 
pprte4, to the fe\^ who can even u^deriland 
jthe.hint, by me»— •but k^iown before by every 

.^ • , chamber- 



39 

thamber.maid and^ootman^iiliia the bills of 
mortality— -but Kuriaftrokkis, you fay, was 
a great man— ^'tis that very drccimftiEmce whidi 
makes the pklfantry^~f(w: I- could name al 
this inftant a ibope of honeft gentlemen who 
might have done' the very ttooig which Kuna- 
ftrokius'did, and feen no joke in it at alt— « as 
to the failing of Kunaflrokitis, which you fay 
can otily be imputed to his ftiends as a mis« 
fortune— Ifefe ndthing^like a misfortune in it to 
any fHend or relatiKm of Kunaftrokius— that 
Kunaftrokiiis upon occi^ns ftiouldfit with ♦ * * 
♦♦*♦ and ******-^- — -I have put thefe ftars 
not to burtj^urWorJhip^sMica(y^-^l(Kmx9L* 
ftrokius after all is too facred a charafter to be 
even fmiled' at, ^'vrfiich is all I have done, he 
has had better luck than his betters:— In the 
faspe page, without imputadon of^cowardice, 
I have faidas much of a man of twice his wiC* 
dom— ^axid that>is Solomon, of whom I have 
made the fame remark: "That they were both 
gi^eat men— <a[nd like all mortal nien had each 
their ruling paffion. 

— . — ^The confohtion you give me, "That' 
my book however will be read enough to 
Slower my defigri of raifing a tax upon the 
public'*— -is very unconfolatory— **to fay no- 
thing how very mortifying! by h— — nl an 
author is worfe treated than a common ♦♦*♦♦ 
at this rate— * " You \vill get a fenny by your 
J) Q, Jim^ 
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^s^ and thMU mmgbr^^Mfoh tbis cliapt^r 
kt m^ cQniiaeni;.**^That I propofed lalying the 
Mii^tl4 lUid^ oontribiitbit'i^tei^ I fet pen to 
pupef*-— U wfafttJo^n, and I foppofe I may 
bc^ allow'd' tOjliave thdt view, iki my head in 
Qomtton vtrith every other '\mter, to ihako 
ay Ubottr <»t ^dva^age to myfelfl 

Do not yon do the fame?; but I beg I may 
add, ithat whatever views I had: of that kind^ 
I had other viiews^-^ the . &fti .of; which wa^, 
the hopes of doing the wbrld good by ridi* 
eoling what I thought defendng of it*-^ or of 
dtffervice to* found tearaingj &<:.•— how I hav^ 
iiicceeded my book muft 4hew^-— and this I 
leave entirely to tie world*— but not to tbiA 
h.\kl^^ot\d,of your acquttintancc^ whofe;opint-» 
on, and fentimentsyducall the general opihion 
pf the beft. judgeis \xdtbout exception , who all 
affirm, youiay, '<diat iriy book cannot be put 
into the hands of ^ny wowtui^ofxh^aSler. I 
hope yo\» except \Vidows^ doftor— for they 
$!ten^.4ll {q i!qi]eamiih-*T-but lamtold they 
are all really of my party. in return for fome 
go6d -offices idqne their interefts in the 176th 
jvlgd of my feeond volume. But for the chafte 
married, .and; chafte unmarried part of the fex 
*-^they muft not read my book! Heaven for- 
Kd the-ftock of chaftity Ihould be leffen'd by 
the life and opinions of Triftram Shandy— « 
yes, his of inion&— -it would certainly debauch 

them! 



ihem! God take th^m ikder U!s protedtion itt 
. this fiery trial , and fend us plenty of Duenaf 
to watch the wofidngs of ^ thdr humQur^, 
?till they have fefdy got through- the whole 
work— If this will not be fufficieut , may we 
have plenty (^ Sangrados to poui^ in plenty of 
cold watery till this tepr&lefennent^on is 
o vep— as for the nimifnum » in bcul& , w^ich 
you mention to me a fecond timey I fear you 
think me very poor, or m debt-^I thank God 
though I don't abound— i- that I have enough 
for a clean fhirt every -day— *and a mutton 
chop ►—and my contentment with this, Jhas 
thus far, and I hope ever will, put me aboya 
ftooping an inch for it ^ fo^-^eftate>i-iCurfe 
on it , I like it not to that degree ,; nbr erivy^ 
youmaybefure^ iaiiy man who ktieets in)the 
dirt for it— fo that howfoeverl* may fall fhort 
of the ends propofed in commencing author^— • 
I enter this froteft^ firft that my end was 
honcfl^ and fecondIy,thatIwfote nottobe/<?4 
but to be famous. I am much obliged to 
Mr. Garrick for, his very favourable opinion^—' 
but why, dear Sir, had he done better in 
finding fault with it than in commending it? 
to humble me? an author is not fo foon hum- 
bled as you Imagine — no, l3Ut to make the 
book better by caftrations— that is ftill fub 
judice^ and 1 can affure you upon this chapter, 
that the very paSages, and defcriptions you 
D 3 propofe, 
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propofe^ that I ihoiiU ikcrifice in my feeond 
edition, are what are bieft relijlh'd by men of 
wity and fome others whom I efteem as found 
criticks— -fo that upon the whole, I am ftili 
kept up, if not above fear, at leaft above 
defpair, and have feen enough to iliew me the 
folly of an tittempt of. caftrating my book to 
the prudifli humours of particulars. I believe 
the ihort'cut would be to publifli this letter 
at the beginmag of the third volume, as an 
apolc^ for the £rft and fecond. I was forry 
to find a cenfure upon the iniincerity of fome 
of my friendgi— I have no reafon m3rfelf to 
reproach any one man^— <» my firiends have co|^ 
tinned in the iame opinions of my books 
which they firft gave me of it>— nay indeed 
have thought better of them^ by confidering 
them more; few worfe. , 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fetvant, 

L. Sterns; 



LETTER 



N. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the B — r- of G- — ;. 



OT knowing where to fend two fets of 
my Sennons , I could think of nq better expe- 
dient, than to order them intq Mr^Berrenger'a 
hands^ who has promifed nje that he will, wait 
upon your Lordfliip witji them, the firft nao- 
ment he hears you are in town. The trueft 
and humWeft thanks I return to your Lordfliip 
for the generofity of your protediion, and 
advice to me; by making a good ufe of thej 
one, I will h(^pe to deferve the other ; I wifh^ 
your Lordihip all the health a^d happinel^ ii^ 
this world, for lam . 

Your Lordfliip's ' 

Moft obliged and I 

Moft grateiful Servant^ 

L. St]^RN£« 

P. S. 1 am juft fittii^ down to go on with 
Triftram, &c.«— the fcribblers ufe me ill, but^ 
they have ufed my. betters muchworfe, for' 
which may God forgive them. 

D 4 LETTER 



44 

L E T T E R XIV^. 
To the Rev. Mr. STERlSrE. 

Prior-Park J June 15, f 7^0. 
Reverend Sm, . r^^^ 

i HAVE yoiir favour of the pth Inftant,* 
^d am glad to underftand, you are got fafe 
home, and employed again in your proper 
ftudies aiid amufemeiits. You have it in your 
power to make that, which is an amufement 
to yourfelitand others, ufeful to both: at leaft, 
you flibuld above all things, beware of its. be- 
coming hurtful to either, by any violations of 
decency knd good manners; but I have already 
taken fijch repeated liberties 6f ;advifing you 
on that head, that to fay iriorfe wbidd be need- 
lefs , or perhaps unacceptable. 

Whoever is, in any way, well received 
by the publib, is fure to be annoy'd by that 
peftof the public, frqfligate fcribblers. This 
i^ the common lot of fuccefsful adventurers; 
but fuch have often a worfe evil to ftruggle 
with, I mean the over-officioufnefs of their 
ipdijfcreet friends. There are t^o Odpsy as 
they are call'd, printed by Dodfley. WhOr 
ever Was the authQr, he appears to))e aiiionfter 
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of Imfiety and lewdne&-**ycf fochlsiiie ma* 
Jigmty of the fcribblerSy fome have given them 
to . your Mend Hall ; and others, which is ftill 
more impoilible, to yoprfelf; though the fiift 
Ode has the infolence to place you both in a 
mean and a ridiculous light But this m^ht 
erife from a tale eqiually grouhdlefs amd ma- 
lignaaity tlmt you had ihewn them to your 
acquaintances in M. S. before they were given 
to the public. Nor was their being printed 
by Dodflry the likelidfl: means of difcrediting 
the calumny. 

About this time^ another ^ under the malk 
of friendfliip, pretended to draw your cha- 
rafter, which was fince publiflied in a Female 
Magazine^ for dulnefs, who often has as great 
a hand as the devil, in defortiiing God!^s works 
of the creation, has made them^ it feems, 
f»^& .and female , - add ftbm thence i it ' ':^as 
transformed into a Chronicle. VY2cy have you 
fead it» or.doyouJbiOw its author? 

But of all thefe things , I dafe &y Mr. Gar- 
rick, whofe prudence is equal to his hoi|^fty 
or his talents, has rem<)nflxated to'yoo wi& 
the freedom of a frieHi He knows the in^ 
conftancy of what is called the Public, towards 
all , even the beft intenjtioned, of thofe who 
contfibuti^ to it$ pteiLfui*e^ or amufement. He^ 
as every man of honour and difcretion WouI4 
bas flfvidled himfelf df the public favour, to 

regulate 
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regnkte the fxifte, aticl, iti hid proper ftatioti^ 
to reform the manners of the fafhiontble world ; 
while by a well judged oeconomyy he has pro. 
vided againft the temptations of a mean and 
fervile dependency^ on the follies and vices 
of the great, - 

■ In a word, he aflured, there is no one mbr» 
fincerely wiihes yoor welfare and happinefs^ 
than« 



Reverend Sir, 



w.a 



LETTER XV. 

To my Witty Widow, Mrs. F — — . 
CoxvpoulJ, Aug.'^, 17^0. 



Madam, 



Wi 



HEN a man*s brains are as dry as a 
fqueez'd Orange— and he feels he has no more 
conceit in him than a Mallet , 'tis in vain ta 
think of fitting down, and writing a letter to 
a lady of your wit, unlefs in the honeft John- 
Trot-Stile of , y9wrs of the istb inftant came 
fisfc to band 9 (^(. which, by the bye, looks 

like 
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like alette of %iifinef^; arid you laiow very 
well, from the fii^ietter I had the honotir to 
write to you, I am a man of upbuiiDefs at all. 
This vile plight I found my genius in, was 

the- reafon I have told Mr. , I would 

not write to you till the next pbfl:«^— hopeing, 
ty that time tb get fome fmafl recruit, at leaft 
of vivacity, if not wit, tofet out with ;«-^ 
but uponfeocmd thoughts,^ thinking a bad letter 
in feafon*— to be better tiian a good one, out 
of i1>—«this fcrawl is the confequence, whicb^ 
if you will burn the moment you get it*— »I 
promife to fend you a fine fet effay in the flile 
of your female epiftolizeirs, cut and trim'd at 
all points.-^— God defied me from fuch, who 
never yet knew what it was to fay or write 
one premeditated word in. my whole life— ^ 
for this reafon I fend you widi pleafure , be- 
caufe wrote with the carelefs irregularity of 
an eafy heart.— Who told you Garrick wrote 
the Medley for Beard?*— »Twas wrote in his 
houfe , however , and before I left town. 
I deny it— I was not loft two days before I 
left town*— I was loft all the time I was there, 
and never found till I got to this Shandy cattle 
of mine.— Next winter I intend to fojoum 
amongft you with more decorum, and will 
neither be loft or found any where. 

Now I wiih to God, I was at your elboW 
i— I have juft finiihed one volume of Shandy; 

and 
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andl wttit to read it toTome briie who I know 
can tafte and reliih humour— this by the way, 
is a little impudent: in me-^for I take the 
thing for granted , which their high mighti- 
neffes the world have yet to determine— ^ but 
I mean no fuch thing-—! fcould wifli only to 
have your opinion— fhall I, in truth, give 
yoti mine ?^ — I dare not — ^but I will ; provided 
you keep it to yourfelfr—* know then, that I 
think there is more lai^hable humour,-— with 
equal degree of Cervantick fatire^r--.if not more 
than in tl^e laft«-^but we are bad judges of the 
merit of our children. 

I return you a thoufand thanks for your 
firiendly congratulations upon my habitation 
•— ^and I will take care, you ihall never wilh 
me but well, forlam^ Madam, 

With great efteem and truth,- 
Your moft obliged 

P. S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo pre- 
cipitately , I fear you muft cany it to a decy- 
pherer*— I beg you'll do me the honour to 
writei— otherwife you draw fn^ in, inftead.of 

Mr. drawing j/(?ii into a fcrap^— for I 

Ihould forrow to have a t^fte of fo agreeable 
a cprrefpondent— and »^ »i^r^. v. 

Adieu. 

LETTER 
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t E T T E R XVI. 

' — ''--To Lady' ■^■^—.'^ 



I 



CoxvPOtM, Sept. i J, if6i; 



RETURN to my nff^Jiabit^tion, faUy 
^termin©dte> write as, liardia$ can be, and 
thank you :moft cordially ^ my dear lady , foj: 
your lettear of ^opgcat^ti^njupf^n my Lpi4 
Fauconbei^'^: having pr^fent^ me with th« 
curacy of thL^ place—- thongbypur cpngratu- 
latioD comijs fo^ewhat of die; lateft, as I have 
been poffeffed of it fome time.— -I hope I have 
been of fome fervice to his Lordfliip, and he 
^as fuffiiciently requited me.~Tis feventy 
guineas a year in my pocket, though worth 
a hundred— but it obliges me to have a curate 
to officiate at Sutton and Stillington. — 'Tis 
within a mile of his LordlBp'S feat, and park. 
'Tis a very agreeable ride out in the chaife, I 
purchafed for my wife.^— tLyA has ^ a poney 
which Ihe delights in. — ^WhiUl they take thefe 
iiverfions, I am ficribbling away at my Triftram. 
Thefe two volumes are, 1 think, the beft.— I 
fliall write as long as I live, 'tis, in faft, my 
habby-horfe: and fo much am I delighted with, 
my uncle Toby's imaginary chanifter, that I 
^m becon^e.an enthuiiail.r-*]%'^ Lydia helps to. 

copy 
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copy for me — and my wife knits and liftens 
as I read her chapbers.*^-*^he coronation of his 
Majefly, whom God preferve ! has coft me the 
value of an Ox, which is toberoafted whole 
in the mididle of the town, and my parilhio- 
ners will, I fiippofe, be very merry upon the 
occafion.^-'You will then be in town^— *'ari4 
feaft your eyes with a fight, whieh 'tis to be 
hoped will not bfe in either of ofur powers to 
fee again*— for in 'point of age Ve have about 
twenty years the ftart of his Majefty.— And 
now, my dear frierid, I muft finifti this — and 
with every wifti for your happiriefs conclude 
myfelf your moft finc^e well-wifher and 
friend, 

L. Stjerne^^ 




Dear H- 



I 



REJOICE you are in London— reft you 
diere in peace ; here 'tis the devil.*— You wad 
agoodprophet-r-'I wilh myfelf back again, 

as 
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as you totd me I fhonld^^bnt nothecmCe a 
thin ^eatli-doing peftifercms north-eaft wind 
blows in a line direftly from crazy-caftle tmret 
fijll upon me in this chckoldly refareaty^for I 
value the north-eaft wind and all its- pbwerg 
notiji ftraw^— *but the! ti^anfitkm from hspii 
motion to abfolute reft was too violent »-^ I 
fhcKxM have walked about tiie ftreets of Y6rk 
ten^ys^ as a proper medium to baVe pdBSscI 
through, before: I entered uponmy teft.<i-«I 
fiaid'bnti a momenty amd I have been'b^ but 
afeW,-to fatisfy ine I have-not managed my. 
diiferies like a wife man-^and if Qod, for 
my Goi&latipn under them, ' Jiad not potired 
foith die fpirit of Shandeifin into me , wUch: 
wibl not {ufier me to think two ;ibomehtS op-^ 
©ft any grave fubjcft, I would etfe, j«ft^JnDWf 
lay down and die*^^ die— *and yet> in haUT knl 
Ijoiir's time, Til l»f a guinea; I IhaB be a* 
meriy is a monk€y.^t-^and as mifthi^vou^tooy 
acid forget it all«-^fa that this isbutb-«oir)r ojE> 
the pie&nt traiti x^ppdng croft my bffljn.f— ^ 
And; fo you think this durfed-ftupid^^ut that,' 
my dear H—- — depends inucb upon the quofcfc 
borA of your fliabby clock, if the pointer o£< 
it is in any quarter between ten in the nlom- 
lag or four in the aftemooi>-^ I give it upi-^ 
drif the day is obfcured by dark «igfendering 
qlcwwis, of either wet or dry wieatijer, I,an» 
ftill l9ft«--*butwbotaw)WS butit maybfefiyie-^^ 
i and 
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and the day as Sne 4 day as; ever fliotie upon 
th€[ earth iince the deflniftton of Sodoin*r^axid 
peradventure your honour may have got a 
good hearty dinner to-day, and eat and drank 
your itfteUisftuals into a placiduiifh and a blkik 
dii^ amalgamar-^to b^monfiMife^ ibmucli 
Ibr-tbat! .:-/ 

'Yi^yt^ cold and ohutliih juft ^tiow, as , if 
Godhadnibt pleafed it tabefo; it auf^ta 
Bav^.beenin.hieak Deciemfalery and thi^refinrer 
lam gkd:you are where ycm are^ and wbeire^ 
I ceiiei^f.tt again, I wUkI was alfoH-tGarfo 
of PQ)0orty> and abfence Stem diofe iwelove!: 
T— jbbey are two great eviis^which enibitter 
all tbtng^-^and yet with :the firft I am- not 
baucited inudb.^-<As tomatsrimonjjr,. lihoMd 
be m bjMift ^ tail kt it^ for my wife is : eaf3M**^ 
but the! wiodd^is not*— ^oid-badl ftaid from her 
a feeeind longer it would have been a burning 
lIiame-*-relfe ihe decllai^s-herfelf happier with-i 
out mfirr-fbut not: in ai^r is this decjaratfon^ 
iiiade*^but: in pure foberigood-ifenfey built on. 
Ipund experiehce^^flie lMq>es you will be able . 
t0 firike i.a bargain £3r me Isefbre this time > 
twelvemonth, to lead a bear round Europe il 
and from this hopes froni you, I verily be^r 
lieve it is , iiat 3FOU are fii hi^ in her fxfcm 
aj: prefent*-*^She fweats yoU are a feUowof' 
wit, [though; humourous; a fanny jolly fori,- 
ifeougit ibnaewhat fpleneticf and,..bftti0g the;. 
i ; love 



love of women , a* honeft as gold-^hovr do 
you like the fimlle?'— Oh, Lord! now are 
you going to Ranelagh to-night?, and I am 
fitting, forrowful as the prophet was when 
the voice cried out to him and faid, ",What 
do'ft thou here, Elijah?" — 'Tis well the 
fpirit does not make the fame at Coxwould-— i 
for unlefs for the few fheep left me to take 
care of, in this wildemefs , I might as well, 
njiy better, be at Mecca — When we find we 
can by a fliiftiug of places, run a^vay fi-om 
ourfelves, what think you of a jauQt there, 
before we finally pay a vifit to the vale of 
Jehofopbat'— As ill a fame as we have, Itruft 
I fliall one day or other fee you face to face 
►— fo tell the two colonels, if they love good 
company , to live righteoufly and foberly as 
you do, and then they will have no doubts or 
dangers within, or without them^— prefent 
iny beft and warmefl: wiflies to them, and 
advife the eldeHto prop up his fpirits,. and get 
a rich dowager before the conclufion of the 
peace— ^ why will not the advice fuit both, 
par nobile fratrum? 

To-morrow morning , if HeaVen permit, I 
begin the fifth vcdume of Shainly—F care not 
a curfe for the critics— -I'll load my-rehicle 
with whatgoodsiJ^ fends me, and tfi«y may 
take them off my hands, or let tiiem atone*— 
' I am very valourou$*— and *lis in. proportion 

Voi-. I. E as 
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as we retire from the worl4 Mid fee it in it^ 
tme diqfienfipns , that we defpife k»— nobad 
l-fUitf-r-^God above blefe you! You know 
I am . i 

Your afifeftiom^te Copfin, 

■ " L. STE'li'N"E. 

What ft W remain of the Demoniacs ^ greet 
— and.wHtfe me a letter, if you are able, as 
foolifli ag this. 



L E T T E R XVIIL 
To D ^ G— , E(q. ! 

My dear Friend, 

HJNK not that becaufe I have been a 
fortnight in this metropolis without writing 
toyott, that therefore I have not had you and 
Mrs. G-r-^ — a hundred times in my head and 
heart—- heart I y^s, yes, fay youj— but I 
muft not wafte paper in badinage this pof)^ 
whatever I do the next Well! here I am, 
my friend, as much improved in my health 

^ for 



for the time, as ever yout fnendfiiip qouI4 
yrifli, or at leaft your fidth give credit to— • 
by the bye I am fomewhat worfe ^n my intel- 
Jeftuais, for my head is turned round with 
what I fee, and the unexpefted honours I have 
met with here. ^ Triftram was almoft as muqh 
Imown here as in London, at leaft among your 
men of condition and learning, and has got me 
introduced into fo many circles , 'tis comme k 
Lmdres. I have juft now a fortnight's dinners 
and fuppers upon my hands* — My application 
to the Count de Choifeul goes on fwimtoingly, 
for not only Mr. Pelletiere, who, by the bye, 
fends ten thoufarid civilities to you, and Mrs. 
G ' " ' has undertaken niy affair, but the 
Couiit de Limbourgh— the Baroti d'Hblbach, 
has offered any fecurity for the inoffenfivenefs 
of my behaviour in France«— I'tis more, you 
rogye! than you will db-- ■ This Baron is 
one of the moft learned noblemen here, the 
greatprote6tor of wits, and the Seavans wha 
are no wits— keeps open houfe thiree days* 
Week^— his houfe is now, as yours was to 
me , my own-— he . lives at great-exp«ice*— • 
'Twas an odd incidefit when! was^mtroduced 
to the Count de Biflie, ^hich I was at his 
defire— I found JUm reading Triftmm— thirf 
gira^dee does me great honours , and. gives me 
leave to go a private way through his apart- 
ments into the palais roynl » to view the Duke 
E a of 
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of Orieans's colleftions, ev€fry day I have time 
i^-^I have been at the doft&rs of Sorboime—- 1 
hope in a fortnight to break through, or ratheif 
from the delights of this place, which in th6 
fcavoir vivre, exceed all the places, I believe, 
in this feftion of the globe—- 

I am going , when this letter is wrote, witji 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Maccartny to VerfaiUesr— 
the next morning I wait upon Mpnfr. Titpn, 
in company with Mr. Maccartny, who is known 
to him, to deliver your conunands. I have 
bought you the pamphlet upon theatrical, or 
rather tragical declamation— I have bought 
another in verfe, worth reading, and you will 
receive them, with what I can pick up thi^ 
week, by a fervant of Mr. Hodges, who he is 
fending back to England. 

I was laft night with Mr. Fox to fee Maidle. 
Clairpn, in Iphigene*-^Q\e is extremely great 
i^-^ would to God you had one or two like h*tr 
.^what a luxury, to fee you with one of fuch 
powers iir the fame intercSling fcene— but 'tis 
too mud>-^Ah! PreviUe! thou art Mercury 
liimfelf**--By virtue of taking a couple of boxes, 
we have, hefpoke this week the Frenchman in 
London^ in which Preville is to fend ushome^ 
to fupper, all bappy^^ltaeiax about fifteen or 
fixteen Engliih of diftin6lion, who are now 
here, arid live, well with each other. 

I am 
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I am under great obligations to Mr. Pitt, 
.who has behaved in every xelpeft to me like 
^ man of good breeding, and good nature-— 
In^a poft or two I will write a^in--- Foley is 
an Ijjonefl: fouI--^I couJd write fix volumes of 
,what has paffed conupally in this great fcene, 
fince thefe lafl: .fourteen days— * but more of 
this hereafteiv— We are all going into mourn- 

^g; nor you, nor Mrs. G would kno,w 

me, if you met me in my remife-- -blefs 
you both I Service to Mrs. Dennis. Adieu^ 
adieu. 

L. S T £ R N E. 



L E XT E R XIX. 

To Lady D . 



. London J Feb. ly 1761. 

X PUR Ladylhip's.kind enquiries after my 
health is indeed kind, and of a piece with the 
reft of your charafter. Indeed I am very ill, 
having broke a veffel in my lungs*-— hard 
writing in the fummer, together with preach- 
ing, which I have not ftrength for, is ever 
fatal to me^-^but I cannot avoid the latter yet, 
£ 3 and 
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and the former is too plcafurable to be ^ven 
up— I believe I Ihall try if the fouth of France 

will not be of fervice to me»— hi& G-^ of 

Y has moft humanely given me the per- 

thiflion for a year or two— I fliall fet off with 
great hopes of its efficacy, and ftiall write to 
my wife and daughter to come and join me at 
Paris, 6ife my ftay could not be fo lonp-— 
♦*Le Fever's ftory has beguiled your ladyfhip 
of your tears," and the thought of the ac- 
cufing fpirit flying up heaven's chancery 
with the oath , you are kind enough to fiy is 
fublime*— 'jny friend, Mr, Garrick, thinks fo 
too , and I am moft vain of his approbation—* 
your ladyfhip's opinion adds not a little to my 
vanity. 

I wifli I had time to tsike, a little ^xcurfion 
to Bath , were it only to thank you for all the 
obliging things you fay in your letter— but 
*tis impoflibte— accept at leaft my warmeft 
thanks— K I could tempt my friend, Mr. 
H — — to come to France, I ftiould be truly 
happy*— If I can be of any fervice to you at 
Paris, command him who is, and ever will be. 

Your Ladyfliip's faithful, 

L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XX. 

To J H- S— , E%. 

CoxtPouUf fitly 2Sf il6i. 
Dear H , 

1 SYMPATHIZED for, or with you, 'on 
the detail you give me of your late agitations 
•—and would willingly have taken my horfe, 
and trotted to the ofacle to have enquired into 
the etymology of all your ftifferings, had I 
not been aflhred, that all that evacuation of 
bilious matter, with all that abdoniioal motion 
attending it, both which are equ^ to a month*s 
purgation. and exercife, will have left you 
better than it found you — Meed one go to 
D — ^— to be told that ail kind of imW, riiark, 
lam going to talk more foolilhly than your 
apothecary, opening, faponacious ^ dirty-lhirt^ 
fud-wafhing liquors are proper for yt)u, and 
confequently all ftyptical potations, death ^nd 
deftruftion— if you had not ftiut up your gall^ 
duftsby thefe, the-glaubef falts could not have 
hurt— as it was, 'twas like a match to the 
gunpowder, by rai&g a frefti combulUon, as 
all phyfic does at firft, fo that you have been 
let cWBT— iiitre, brimftone, and charcoal, which 
£ 4 is 
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is blacknefs itfelf , all at one blaft^— 'twas well 
the piece did not burft, for I think it under- 
went great violence, and, a& it is proof, will, 
I hope, do much fervice in this militating 
worlds— Panty is miftaken, I quarrel with no 
one.— There was that coxcomb of ■ in 

the houfe, who loft temper with me for no 
reafon upon earth but that I could not fall 
down and worfhip a brazen image of learning 
and eloquence » which he fet up to the perfe- 
cution of all true believerfr— I fat down upon 
kif altar y and whiftled in the time of his diyine 
fervice-*— and broke down his carved work, 

and kicked his incenfe pot to the D , fo 

he retreated, fed non Jim felle in cordefuo^ 
—I have wrote a clerum, whether I fliall 
take my do6bor's degrees or no*— ^I am much 
in doubt, but I trow not.— •! go on with Trif- 
tram — -J have bought feven hundred books at 
a purchafe dog cheap— a3ttd many good— and 
I have been a week getting them fet up in my 
beft room here*— • why do not you tranfport 
yours to town-^ but I talk like a foolj»^-This 
will juft catch you at your fpaw«— I wifli you 
incolumem apud Londinum— do you go there 
for good and alt-^or ill?— I am, dear coufin. 

Yours affeftionately, 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 

To D.G^— , Efq. 

Paris ^ March 19, 116^1. 
DEikii G ^ 

HIS will be put into your hands by 
Doftor Shippen, a pbyiScian, who has beeii 
here fpmetime with Mifs Poyntz, and is this 
moment fetting oiff for your metropolis ^ fo % 
fnatch the opportunity of writing to you 9fA 

my kind friend Mrs. G ^ I fee n^thv^giikc 

her here 9 and yet I have been introduced tp 
one half of their beftGpddeiTes^ and in a month 
more Ihall be admitted to the fhrines of the 
other half — but I neither worfhip—* or ;fall, 
much y upon my knees he£ape theni; but o^ 
the contrary y have converted many unto 
Shandeifm. — for be it known IShapdy it away 
fifty times more than I was ever wont, talk 
more ;nonfenfe than ever you heard me talk in 
your days— -and to all forts of people. Qui 
U diabk eft ce homme /^-*^faid Choifeu^ 
t'other day— -^^ Chevalier Shandy — -You'll 
think me as vain as a 0evil^ was I to tell you 
the reft of the dialoguci— whether the bearer 
knows it or no, I kjjow JQot— .'Ts^ill ferve up 

after 
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after Supper, in Southampton-ftrcet , amongfi: 
other fmall difhes, after the fatigues of Richaxd 
the nid— -O God! they have nothing here, 
which gives the nerves fo finart a blow, as 

thofe great -charafters in the hands of G ! 

but I forgot I am writing to the man himfelf 
•i— The devil take, as he will, thefe tranfports 
of enthuliafm! apropos*— •the whote City of 
Paris is be\pitcb*d with the comic opera, and 
if it was not for the affairs of the Jefuits, which 
takes up one half of our talk , the comic opera 
would have it all-^It is a tragical nuifance in 
iedi companies as it is, and was it not for fome 
iiidden ftarts and dalhes~of Shandeifm, which 
now and then either breaks the thread , or en- 
tangles it fo, .that the devil himfelf would be 

puzzled in winding it off ^I fhould die a 

xriarlyr«* — this by the way I never will— 
• I fend you over fome of thefe comic operas 

by tlie bearer, with the SaUofiy a fatire 

The French comedy, I feldom vifit it- — they 
aft fcarce any tiling but tragedies— -and the 
Clairon is great, and Madlle.Dumefnil, in fome 
places, ftill greater than her-— yet I cannot 
bear preaching— ^ I fancy I got a furfeit of it 
in my younger days. — There is a tragedy to 
be damn*d to-night— peace be with it, and the 
gentle brain which made it! I have ten thou- 
fand things to tell you, I cannot write— I do 
m thou&nd things which cut no figure, but in 

the 
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the doing'^-^zxA as in London, I have the 
honour of having done and faid a thoufand 
things I never did or dreamed of — and yet I 
dream abundantly— If the devil ftood behind 
me in the Ihape of a courier, I could not write 
fafter than I do, having five letters more to 
difpatch by the fame Gentleman; he is going 
into another fe6lion of the globe, and when 
he has feen you, he will dfepart in peace. 

The Duke of Orleans has fuffered my por- 
tndt to be added to the number of fome odd 
men in his colle6tion; and a gentlemkn who 
lives with him has taken it moft expreffively, 
at fuH length— •! purpofe to obtain an etching 
of it, and to fend it you»~your prayer for me 
oirojy healthy is heard*-r*If I ftay here for 
three or four months , I fhall return more than 
telnitated. My love to Mrs, G ■ , 



I am, my dear G 
Your moft humble Servant, 

L. Sterns. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the fame. 

PariSf Aprit lOi 17(^2. 
My 0£AR G-^ — ^ 



I 



SNATCH the occafion of Mr,Wilcox> 
theiate BUhop of Rochefter's fon, leaving this 
pkce for England, to. write to you, and I in- 
clofe it to Hall, who will put it into your 
hand, polTibly behind the fcenes. I Jiear no 
news of you, or yow: empire ^ Iwpuld^have 
faid A/»fJoiw»— but here every thing is hyper- 
bolized*— *and if a woman is but iimply pleafed 
»tis Je fuis charmSe^-^vcnd if £he is charmed 
*tis nothing lefs, than that flie is r^w-lh'd— * 
and when ravi-fti'd, which may happen, there 
is nothmg left for her but to fly to the other 
world for a metaphor, and fwear, qu'elle etoit 
toute eoctafi^e^—^^hxch mode of fpeaking, is, 
by the bye , here creeping into ufe , and there 
is fcarce a woman who underftands the bon 
ton , but is feven times in a day in downright 
extafy*— that is, the devil's in her— by a 
fmall miftake of one world for the othe r 
Now, where am I got? 

I have 
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I' haive been thefe two. iflays reading ' a tra- 
gedy, ^iven me by a lady bf talents, to tead 
and conjefture if it would do for you — -'Tid 
from tfie 'plan of Diderot, ind poffibly half ^ 
tranflation of it— The' Natural Son, or , ^hJei 
Triuhlph of Virtue, in five afts— It has tool 
much feritiment in it, * at leaft for me, thd 
fpeeches too long, arid ftvbur too ihuch of 
jfreacbMg'-^tiiis may bcf a fecond reafon, it is 
not tb my taft e**-. "Tis all love , love ^ ' tovej 
throughout, wfthotit mtich feparatioti iii lh& 
chara6kier; fo I fear it wouli not do for youf 
ftage, and perhaps for thef very reafen "^hich 
recomEtielid it to a French one.— ^ After k vife 
fufpenfion of three week^^— we are begirihhig 
with our comedies and operas again^— youra 
I hear riever flourifhed more-^here the comic 
aftors Were never fo low-— the ti^gediaiiS 
hold up their heads— in all fenfes. I have 
known one little man fufport tiie theatrical 
world, like a David Atlas, upon his Ihbuld'ers; 
but Preville can't do half ks much here,- though 
Mad. flairbn ftands by him, and fets her back 
tohis— flie is very great, however, and highly 
improved fince youfaw her^---flie'alfo fu^port^ 
her digniity dt table, ' ahd ha^ her piftlic day 
every ThiM-fday, wbeii ta^' gives to eat ^^^ 
they fiy b^re , to all that afi^ hungry and dry; 
Yoii'aremucli talked of here, and ftiucli 
lexpeiftyd' is foon arthe peace will let ybu-^ 

thefe 
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tbefe two laft clay$ you have happened to en« 
grol^. the whole coaverfatioii at two great 
houCea where I was at dinner^— *Tis the 
greateft problem in nature ^ in this meridian, 
that on^ and.the fame n^ap ihould poiTefs fuch 
tragic and comic powers,, and in fuch an equi^ 
librioy as to divide,. the world for, which of 
the two pati^re intended him. 
: Crebillionhas^madea conyentiflo with me^ 
which, if he is not too lazy , will be- no bad 
^fr^^^-— as fpon as I ,g)et to Thoidoufe he 
Jpuas affr^d to writ^m^ an expoftulatry letter 
Upon./th^ in^ecprams of T. Shandy— -which 
is to, be anfwered by recrimipation upon the 
liberties in his own - works— -thefe are to be 
printed- togethe|>—Crebillion againfl: Sterne—-^ 
Stemf againft CrehiUion*?— the copy to be fold, 
and the money equally divided— 'This is good 
Swifsipolicy. 

: lam recovered ffcefatly, and if I could i5>^nd 
one whole winter a,t Touloufe, I fhould be 
fortified, in my haner man, beyond all dapger 
pf re^apfing.^— - A fad afthma my daughter has 
been martyr'd with thefe three winters, but 
moftly this laft, makes it, I fear, neceflary 
ftxe fhould try the 1^ remedy of a warmer 
ai^d fpf^er air, fo I am going this week to 
y^rfailles, to wait uppn Count Choifeul to 
foUcit paffports for them**-^If this fyftem takes 
place, they join me here*— and after a month's 

ftay 
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ftay we all decamp for the fouth of France— 
if not, I Ihall fee you in June next Mr. Fox, 
and MnMacartny, having left Paris,! live 
altogether in French families— • I laugh 'till I 
cry, and in the fame tender moments cry 'till 
I laugh. I Shandy it more than ever, and 
verily do believe, that by mere Shandeifm 
fublimated by a laughter-loving people, I fence 
as much againft infirmities, as I do by the b%* 
nefit o£ air and climate. Adieu , dear G 'C h. 
prefent t^n thoufand of my beft refpefts and 
■wilhes to and for my friend Mrs. G-- — - had 
fhe been laft night upon tiie TuUeries, &e 
would have annihilated a thou&ndFreticb^d* 
defies^ i» mc fingU turn. , — 



I am moft truly, 

' iny dear fiiendl^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII. 

To Mrs. S — ^— , York. 

Parhf i6tb 1762. 

My DeAr> 

JLt is a dioufand to. one &at this reaches 
you before you have fet out^— However I 
takie the chance-— you will receive o«e wrote 
laft night, the moment you get to Mr. E— 
dad to wiili you joy of your arrival in town 
♦—to that letter which you will find in. town, 
I have nothing to add that I can think on^— 
for I have almoft drain'd my brains dry upon 
the fubjeft.*7-*For.Gods fake rife early and 
gallop away in the cool — and always fee 
that you have not forgot your baggage in 
changing poft-chaifys-— .You will find good 
tea upon the road from York to Dover — only 
bring a little to carry you fi-om Calais to Paris 
w^give the Cuftom-Houfe officers what I told 
you— » at Calais give more, if you have much 
Scotch fnuff— but as tobacco is good here, 
you had bell bring a Scotch mill and make it 
yourfelf, that is, order your valet to manu- 
faftureit — 'twill keep him out of mifchief.— 
I would ad^ ife you to take three days in coming 

up, 
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up , for fear of heating yourfelveS'— «See that 
they do nbt give you a bad vehicle, when a 
better is in the yard, but you will look ftiarp 
♦—drink fmall Rbenifli to keep you cool, that 
is if you like it Live well and deny your- 
felves nothing your hearts wiih. So God in 
heav'n pro(per and go along with you^— kifs 
my Lydia, and believe me both affeftionately. 

Yours, 

L.St&rns. 



L £ T T E R XXIV, 

To the fame. 

Paris, — —31, 1761. 
My Dear, 

HERE have no mails arrived here 'till 
this morning, for three pofts , fo I expefted 
with great impatience a letter from you and 
Lydia*— * and lo! it is arrived. Youareasbufy 
as Tbrop's wife, and by the time you receive 
this, you will be bufier ftill— I have exhaufted 
all my ideas about your journey— and what 
is needful for you to do before and during it 
•*— fo I write only to tell you I am well*— -^ 
VoL.L F Mr. 
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Mr. Colebrooks^ the minifter of Swiflerland's 
fecretary y I got this morning to write a letter 
for you to the governor of the Cuftom-Houfe- 
Ofiice at Calais*— « it fliall be fent you next 
poft.— You muft be cautious about Scotch 
fhuff— t^e half a pound in your pocket , and 
make Lyd do the fame. 'Tis well I bought 
you a chaife*-^ there is no getting one in Paris 
now, but at an enormous price— for they are 
all fent to ,the army , and fuch a one as yours 
we have not been able to match for forty 
guineas; for a friend of mine who is going 
from hence to Italy— -the weather was never 
known to fet info hot, as it has done the latter 
end of this month, fo he and his party are to 
get info his chaifes by four in the morning, 
and travel 'till nine — and not ftir out again 
till fix ; but I hope this fevere heat will abate 
by the time you come here— however I beg 
of you once more to take fpecial care of heat- 
ing your blood in travelling and come t<mt 
doucement^ when you find the heat too much 
^— I fliall look impatiently for intelligence 
from you, and hope to hear all goes well; 
that you conquer all difficulties, that you have 
repeived your pafs-port, my pifture, &c. 
Wxite and tell me fomething of every thing. 
I long to fee you both, you may be aflured, 
my dear wife and child, after fo long a fepa- 
ration— and write me a line direflJy, that I 

may 
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may have all the notice you can give me , that 
I may have apartments ready and fit for ymt 
when you arrive.- — For my own part I mKL 
continue writing to you a fortnight longer*-— 
prefent my refpefts to all friends— you have 

bid Mr. C get my vifitations at P .. 

done for me, &c. &c. If any offers are made 
about the inclofure at Rafeal, they muft be 
enclofed to m^-— nothing that is fairly pro- 
pofed fliall ftand ftill on my fcore. Do all for 
the.beft, as He who guides all things, will 
i hope do for u^— fo heav'n preferve you 
bothr— believe me 



Your affeftionate 

L. Stsrne* 

Love to my Lydia — I have bought her a 
gold watch to prefent to her when ihe comes« 

LETTER XXV. 
To the fame. 

Paris f 1761. 



I 



My Dear^ 



KEEP my promife and write to you 

agaii>-^I am forry the bureau muft be open'd 

for the deeds*— but you will fee it done — I 

F 2 imagine 



imagine you are convinced of the neceffity of 

* aging three hundred pounds in your pocket 
if you confider, Lydia muft have two flight 
negligees — you will want a new gown or 
two — as for painted linens buy them in town, 
they will be more adnured becaufe Englifli 

than French. — Mrs. H writes me word 

that I am miftaken about buying iilk cheaper 
at Touloufe, thwi Paris, that Ihe advifes you 
to buy what you want here — where they are 
very beautiful and cheap, as well as blonds, 
gauges, &c» — thefe I fey will all coft you 
fixty guineas — and you muft have them*-^ 
for in this country nothing muft be fpared for 
the back — and if you dine on an onion, and 
lay in a garret feven ftories high, you muft 
not betray it in your cloaths, according to 
which you are well or ill look'd on. When 
we are got to Touloufe, we muft begin to 
turn the penny, and we may, if you do not 
game much, live very cheap — I think that 
expreffion. will divert you — and now God 
knows I have not a wifti but for your health, 
comfort, and fafe arrival here — write to me 
every other poft, that I may know how you 
go on — you will be in raptures with your 

chariot — Mr.R a gentleman of fortune, 

who is going to Italy, and has feen it, has 
offered me tiiirty guineas for my bargain. — 
You wiU wonder all the way, how I am to 

find 
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find room in it for a third-— to eafe you of this 
wonder, 'tis by what the coach-makers here 
call a cave,< which is a feconS bbitod added 
to that you fet your feet upon which lets the 
perfon, who fits over-againft you, down with 
his knees to your ancles, and by which you 
hatve all more room— and what is more , lefs 
heat* — -becaufe his head does not intercept the 
fore-glafs little or nothing — Lyd and I will 
enjoy this by tunis; fometimes I ftiiall take a 
bidet— a little poft horfe, and fcamper before 
• — at other times I ihall fit in ftefco upon the 
arm-chair without doors, and one way of 
other will do very w^ll— -I am under idinite 
obligations to Mr. Thomhil , for accommodat* 
ing me thus, and fo genteely, for 'tis like 

making a prefent of it.- — .Mr.T^ will fend 

you an order to receive it at CalMS*— and now> 
my dear girls, have I forgot any thing? 

Adieu, adieu! 

Yours moft affeflionately, 

L. S T £ R N X» 

A week or ten days will enable you to fee 
every thing— -and fo long you muft ftay t^ 
reft your bones. 

F 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XXVL 
To the fame. 

Mt Dearest, 



H. 



Laving an opportwuty of writing by a 
friend who is fetting out this morning for 
London, I write again, in cafe the two laft 
letters I have wrote this week to you ihould 
be detained by contrary winds at Calais^— I 

have wrote to Mr. E , by the fame hand, 

to thank him for his kindnefs to you in the 
handfomeft manner I could*— • and have told 
him, his good heart, and his wife's, have 
made them overlook the trouble of having 
you at his houfe, but that if he takes you 
apartments near him they will have occafion 
itill enough left to fliew their friendihip to us 
—..I have begged him to alfift you, and ftand 
by you as if he was in my place with regard 
to the faleof the Shandys^— "and then the copy- 
right— Mark to keep thefe things diftinft in 
your head— but Becket I have ever found to 
be a man of probity, and I dare fay you will 
have very little trouble in finiihing matters 
with him— and I would rather wifli ypu to 

treat 
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treat N^ith him than with another man*— « but 
whoever buys the fifth and fixth volumes of 
Shandy's, muft have thenay-fay of the feventh 
and eighth. — I wifli, when you come here, 
in cafe the weather is too hot to travel, yon 
could think it pleafant to go to the Spaw for 
four or fix weeks, where we ihould live fo^ 
half the money we ihould fpend at Psfris— ^ 
after that we ihould take the fweeteft feafon 
of the vintage to go to the fouth of France— 
but we will put our heads together, and you 
Ihall juft do as you pleafe in this, and in every 
thing which depends on me^— for I am a being 
perfedtly contented, when others lare j^leafed 
*— *to bear and forbear will ever be my maxim 
*— only I fear the heats through a journey of 
five hundred miles for you, and my Lydia, 
more than for myfelf.— Do not forget the 
watch chains^— 'bring a couple for a gentleman'^ 
watch likewife , we ihall lie under great obli- 
gationa to the Abbe JVI^ — — and muft make 
him fuch a fmall acknowledgement; accord- 
ing to my way of flourifhing, 'twill be a pre- 
fent worth a kingdom to him — They have 
bad pins, and vile needles here^— bring fot 
yourfelf, and fome for prefents— as alfo a 
ftrong bottle-ikrew, for whatever Scrub we 
x^ay hire as butler, coachman, &c. to uncork us 
ciurFrontiniac— You will find a letter for you 
at the Lyon D'Argent— -Send for ypur chaife 
F 4 into 
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into the court-yard , and fee ail is tig^b^Buy 
a chain at Calais ftrong enough not to be cut 
off, and let your portmanteau be tied on the 
' forepart of your chaife fpr fear of a dog's trick 
•— fo God blefs you both , and remember me 
to my Lydla, 

I am yours affedtionately, 

L. Sterns. 



LETTER XXVII. 
To the fame. 

Paris f jfufHf 1762. 

My DEARBSTy 

i ROB ABLY you will receive another 
letter with this, by the fame poft, if fo read 
this the laft— It will be the laft you can pot 
fibly receive at York, for I hope it will catch 
you juft as you are upon the wing — if that 
fliould happen, I fuppofe in courfe you have 
executed the contents of it, in all things which 
relate to pecuniary matters, and when thefe 
are fettled to your mind, you will have got 
through your laft difficulty-— every thing eife 

wiU 
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will be a fiep of pleafure, and by the time 
you have got half a dozen ftages you will fet 
up yo[ar pipes and fing Te Deum together, as 

you whiik it along.— Defire Mr. C to 

fend me a proper letter of attorney, by you, 
he will receive it back by return of poft. You 
haire done every tiling well with regard to 
our Sutton and Stillington affairs, and left 
things in the beft channel— ^ if I was not fure 
you muft have long fiace got my pifture, 
garnets, &c. I would write and fcold Mr. 
T — — abominably— he put them in Becket's 
hands to be forwarded by the ftage coach to 
you as foon as he got to town.^-^I long to 
hear from you, and that all my letters and 
things are come fafe to you, and then you 
will fity that I have not been a bad lad»— for 
you will find I have been writing continually 
as I wiflied you to do— Bring your fdver 
coffee-pot, 'twill ferve both to give water, 
lemonade, and orjea d ■ to fty nothing of 
coffee and chocolate , which , by the bye , is 
both cheap and good at Touloufe, like other 
things^— •! had like to have forgot a moft ne- 
ceflary thing, there are no copper tea-kettles 
to be had in France, and we fhall find fuch a 
thing the moft comfortable utenfil in the 
houfe— buy a good ftrong one, which will 
hold two quarts^— r a diih of tea will be of 
comfort to us in our journey fouth— I have 

a bronze 
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m bronze tea-pot, which we vrill cany alfo, 
as China cannot be brought over from Eng- 
land, we muft make up a villainous party« 
coloured tea equipage to regale ourfelves, 
and our Englilh friends whilft we are at Tou- 
loufe — I hope you have got your bill from 
Beckett— There is a good natured kind of a 
trader I have juft heard of, at Mr. Foley*s> 
who they think will be coming off from Eng- 
land to France, with horfes, the latter end 
of June. He happened to come over witfi a 
lady, who is fitter to Mr. Foley's partner, 
and I have got her to write a letter to him 
in Londott, tiiis poft, to beg he will feek you 

out at Mr. E— 's, andfti cafe a cartel Ihip 

does not go off befoi^e.he goes, to take you 
under his care. He was infinitely friendly in 
the fame pffice laft year to the lady who now 
writes to him, and nurfed her on. fliip-board, 
and defended her by land with great good- 
will.-— - Do not iay I forgot you, or whatever 
can be conducive to your eafe of mind, in 
this journey— I wifli I was with you to do 
thefe offices myfelf, and. to ftrew rofes on 
your way — but I fhall have time and occa- 
fion to fhew you I am not wanting— -Now, 
my dears, once more pluck up your fpirits 
— truft in God — "in me— and in yourfelves 
►—with this, was you put to it, you would 
encoimteraU thefe difficulties ten times told— 

Write 
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Write inftantly, and.tell me you triumpli over 
all fears; tell me Lydia is better, and a help- 
mate to you^— You fay ftie grows like me— » 
let her ftiew me flie*\joes fo in her contempt 
of fmall dangers, and fighting againft the ap- 
prehenfions of them, which is better ftilL 

As I will not haveF ^'s jlhare of the books^ 

you will inform him fo— -Give my love to 
Mr.Fothergill, and to thofe true friends which 
Envy has Ipared me— and for the reft, laifles 
paffer— You will find I fpeak French toler- 
ably—but I only wiih to be underftood.— - 
You will foon fpeak better; a month's play 
with a French Demoifelle will mske Lyd 
chatter it like a magpye. Mrs. — — under- 
ftood not a word of it when fhe got here, and 
writes me word fhe begins to prate a pace^— » 
you will do the fame in a fortnight^— ^ Dear 
Befs, I have a thoufand wifhes, but have a 
hope for every one of them— You Ihall chant 
the idxnR jubilate ^ my dears, fo God blefs 
you. My duty to Ly4ia, \fhich implies my 
love too. Adieu, believe me 



Your affedionate^ 

L. Stsrke, 
Memo- 
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Memorandum: Bring watch-chains , tea- 
kettle, knives, cookery book, &c. 

You will fmile at this laft article— fo adieu 
—At Dover the Crofs Keys, at Calais at the 
Lyon D'Argent— -the mafter a Turk in grain. 



End of the First Vpi.VM.E. 
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E *T T E R S 

L E T T E R XXVIir. 

To Lady D . 

. Paris f jfuly99 17^^* 



WILL not fend your ladyfhip the trifles 
you bid me purchafe without a line. I am 
very well pleafed with Paris— -indeed I meet 
witii fo many civilities amongft the people 
here that I muft fing their praifes— *the French 
have a great deal of urbanity in their compo- 
fition , and to ftay ^ little time amongft them 
will be agreeable.^— I Jplutter French foasto be 
underftood— -but I have had a droll adventure 
here in which my Latin was of fome fervice 
to me-— 'I had hired a chaife and a horfe to go 
about feven miles into the country, but, 
Shandean like^ did not take notice that the 
horfe was almoft dead when I took hi m 
Before I got halfway the poor animal dropped 
down dead-— fo I was forced to appear before 
the Police, and began to tell my ftory in 
French, which was, that the poor beaft had 

Vo L. II, to 
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to do with a worfe beaft than himfelf , namely 
bit majier , who had driven him all the day 
before, Jehu like, and that he had neither had 
corn, or hay, therefore I was not to pay for 
the horfe*— but I might as well have whiJHed, 
as have fpoke French, and I believe''my Latm 
was equal, to my uncle Toby's Lilabulero— 
being not underftood becaufe of it's purity, 
but by dint of words I forced my judge to do 
me juftice-— no common thing by the way in 
France.— My wife and daughter are arrived— 
the latter does nothing but look out of the 
window, and complain of the torment of being 
frizled.*— I wilh flie may ever remain a child 
of nature— I hate children of art 

I hope this will find your ladyftiip well^— 
and that you will be kind enough to direct to 
me at Touloufe, which place I fliall fet out 
for very foon. I am, with truth and fin- 
cerity. 

Your Ladyfhip's 

Moft feithful, 

L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E; R XXVUI. 

To Mr. E ^, , 

P^rif^ jMy t^f 1762. 



Deah Sir, 



M. 



.y wife and daughter arrived here fafe 
and found on Thurfday, and are in high rap- 
tures with the fpeed and pleafantnefs of their 
journey, and particularly of all they fee and 
meet widi here. But in their journey from 
York to Paris, nothing has given them a more 
fenfible and lafting pleafure, than ihe marks of 
kindnefs they received from you and Mrs, 
E-^— — ^. •i— The friendfhipi good will and poli- 
tenefs of my two friends I never doubted to 
me, or mine, and I return you both ^ a 
grateful man is capable of, which is merely 
my thanks. I have taken however the liberty 
ef fending an Indian taffety, which Mrs. E — ^— 
muft do me tie honour to wear for my wife's 
fake,, who would have got it made tip, but 
that Mr. Stanhope, tiie Conful of Algiers, who 
fets: off to*morrow-inomii!g for London, has 
been fo kind, I irnean^ his My, as to take 
charge of it; and we had but juft time to pro** 
cure itz and had we mifs'd that opportunity, 
G as 
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as we fliould have been obliged to have left it 
behind us at Paris, we knew not when or how 
to get at to our friend.-^— Iwifti it had been 
better worth a paragraph. If there is any 
thing we can buy or procure for you here, 
intelligence included, you have a right to 
comihand mc^— for I am yours, with my wife 
and girl's kind love to you and Mrs. E' ' ■ , 

L. STERlQ'iS. 



LETTER XXX. 

To T. H. S- , Efq. 

Tffuhufef Auguft i%r ijCi. 
My Dear H -> 

JjY the time you have got to the end of 
this long letter you will perceive tfiat I have 
not been able to anfwer your laft 'till how^— 
I'hav^ ha4 the intention of doing it almoft as 
often a9, my prayers in my head^^-^'tis thus we 
ufe our beft friends — what an infemous ftory 
is that you have toH mei — ^ After fome little 
remarks on it the reft of my letter will go on 
like filk. * * * * — is a good: natured old eafy 
fool ^d has been deceived by the moft artful 

of 
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of her fex, and .fee nmft have abundance of 
(impudence and chadatanery to have carried 
on fuch a fiarce. I pity the old man for being 
•taken in for fo much money-^a man of fenfe 
Ifliould have laughed at— My wife faw her 
when in town; andihe had not the appearance 
of poverty, feut when flie waB(2S to melt ***• 
heart flie puts her gold watch and diamond 
Tings in her draSyeri!^-^But he might have been 
aware of her, I could not have been miftakep 
in her charafter»-^and 'tis oddihe Ihould talk 
k)f her wealth to one, and tell another the re- 
Terfe*— rfo good night to hen-r— About a week 
«r ten days before my wife arrived at Paris I 
shad the fame accident I had at Cambridge, of 
-breaking a veffel in my lungs. It happened iti 
4he night, and I bled the bed full, and finding 
•in the morning I was likely to bleed to death, 
i fent immediately for a furgeon to Weed me 
at both arms—- this faved me, and with lying 
-fpeechlefs three days I recovered upon my 
'!back in bed ; the breach healed, and in a weak 
•after I got out-— This with my weaknefs and 
.hurrying about made me think it high time to 
•haftc toTouioufe.-— We have had four months 
of fuch heats that the oldeft Frenchman never 
remembers the like— ^twas as hot-as Ncbuchad' 
nezzar-s oven^ and never has relaxed one hour 
^— lin the height of this 'twas our deftiny , or 
rather deflxu&ion; to fet out by way of Lyons, 
G a Mont* 
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MontpelUer , &c. to Ihorten , I traw r our ftif- 

iferings-^Good God!-— but ?tis over— ^^ and 

• here I am in my own houfe, quite fettled by 

M— 's aid, and good-natared offices, for 

which I owe him radre than I can expre& or 
kribw how to pay at prefenb— 'Tis in thepret- 
tieft fituationHinTouloufe, With near two« acres 
iof garden**^ the houfe too good t^ half for uis 
wuweli furnilhed, for which I pay Airty 
^pounds a year*^— I have got %a good cook*^— 
my wife a decent femme de-chanAre^ And a 
vgood iookittg laquaisi — -The Abbe has planned 
inn* expences, and fet us infiicha train, we 
cannot eafiJy go wrong— though by the^bye 
:the D-**^ — ^ is feldom found keeping und^ a 
, hedge, Mr. Trotter dined with me the day 
before I lefkTarig*-*-! took bare to fee all exe- 
cmted according to your dire&ions*-^but Trot- 
ter , I dare fey , by this ha^ Wrote toi you*-^ 
1 made him happy beyond lexpreffionwiA 
•your cra^ tales, and more fo with its frontis- 
.^iece.»~1 3ttn in fpirits, writing a cra^zy chapter 
•*i-iwith my face turned towards thy turret— ^ 
^•Tis nowl wifli all warmer cUmates, countries, 
amd every . thing elfe ait— that feparates mb 
•iirom our paternal {e2i\»^-<g /era lack rep9feru 
-nia cendrc'-^'et ce feror-lh ^" mon emfm 
viendra r^ondre" hs pJeUrs Jms h notre 
'!tfw/f//.«I am taking affes* miijt three times 
.m4ay, and cows milk as often-^— I long to fee 

thy 
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thy face again once more*— greet the CoJ. 
kindly in my name, and thank him cordially 
from me for his many civilities to Madame and 
Mademoifelle iShandy at York/^wKo fend all 
due acknowledgm^ts. The hnmour is over 
for France, and Frenchmen, but thiat is not 
foough for your .affe£Uonate couiin, 

L. Stern;e. 

A year will tire us all out I trow, but 
thank heaven the poft brings me a letter froinr 
my Anthony— 1 felicitate ydu upon what? 
Meflrs. the Reviewers allow you*-^they have' 
too much judgement themlelv^s hot to alloW*^ 
you what you are aftually poffefe'd of, ^* talents,' 
wit and humour."»-U Well, write on my dea:r'" 
coufin, and be guided by thy own fancy-. — - 
Oh ! how I envy you all at Grazy Caftle !— ^I 
could like to fpetid a month with you— -and 
ftiould return Back again for the vintage.«-i-r 
honour the man that has given the world ah' 
idea of our parental feat»^-'tis well done*-- 1 
look at it ten times a day ^ith a quando tef 
afpiciafHl^-^Ho^ farewell— remember* m^ 
to my beloved Col.«— ^reet Panty moft lovingly 

oh my behalf, and if Mrs. C-^ and Mifs- 

C &c. are at G greet them like-' 

wife with a holy kifs— So God blefs you. 

G 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 
To Mr. F , at Paris. 

Touhafif Augufi 14, ij6ii 
My Dear F , 

^ F T E R many turnings , alias digreffions, 
to fay nothing of downright overthrows, ftopSji 
and delays, we have arrived in three weeks 
atTouloufe, and are now fettled in our houfes 
with fervants , &c. about us, and look as com* 
pofed as if we had been here feven years*—* 
In our journey we fuffered fo much from the 
heats, it gives me pain to remember ib— I 
never faw a cloud from Paris to Nifmes half as 
broad as a twenty-four fols piece.— -Good God! 
we were toafted, roafted, grilled, ftew'd and 
carbonaded on one fide or other all the way 
— and being all done enough, affez cuits^ in 
the day, we were eat up at night by bugs, 
and other unfwept out vermin, the legal in- 
habitants, if length of poITeflion gives right, 
of every inn we lay at* — Can you conceive a 
worfe accident than that in fucli a journey, 
in tlie hotteft day and hour of it , four miles 
from either tree or Ihrub which could caft a 

fliade 
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fliade of the fize of one ^Eve's fig leaves-^that 
we fhciuld break a hind wheel into ten thou- 
fand pieces, and be obliged in confequence to 
fit five hours on a gravelly road, witiibut one 
drop of water or poffibility of getting any— 
To mend the matter, my two pofHllions were 
two doughAearted fools , and fell a crying—- 
Nothing was to be done ! By heaven , quoth 
I, pulling off my coat and waiftcoat, fome- 
thing ftiall be done, for TU thrafh you both 
within an inch of your lives-— and th^n make 
you take each of you a horfe , and ride like 
two devils to the next poft for a cart to carry 
my baggage, and a wheel to carry ourfelves 
— Our luggage weighed ten quintals— 'twas 
the fair of BaucaireN-«all the world was going, 
or returning^— we were alk*d by every foul 
who pafs'd by us^ if we were going to the 
feir: of Baucaire^— No wonder, quotli I, we 
have ^oods enough! veuf avgz raifan mes 

Weli ! here we are after all, my dear friend 
•—and' moft deliciouily placed at the extre- 
taity of the town, in^ an excellent houfe weli 
faraifli'd, and elegant beyond any thing I 
looked fop>*— ^Tis built in the form of a hotel, 
"Vvith a pretty court towards the town*— and 
behind, the belt gardens in Touloufe, laid 
out incferpentine walks, and fo large that the 
comj^y in our quarter ufually come to walk 
•j. . ■[ G 4 there 
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tbcfe in Ih* evenings, for 'whicTi tiey htrtt 
my confent — "die more the merrier." — ^The 
houfe confifts of a good falle a manger above 
flairs joining to tie very great yiZfc a cont'^ 
fagnie as large as the Baron d'Holbach's; 
three handfome bed-chambers with dreiling 
rooms to them— .below ftairs two very good 
rooms for myfelf, one to ftudy in, the other 
to fee company.— I have moreover ceilarf 
round the court, and all other offices— * Of 
the fame landlord I have bargained to have 
the ufe of a coiintry-houfe wbich he has two 
miles out of town, fo that myfelf and all my 
funily have nothing more to do than to take 
our hats and remove from the oneto the other—- 
My landlord is moreover-to keep the gardens 
in ordeiv— and what do you tiiink I am to p^ 
fw all this? neither more or lefs than thirty 
pounds a yean— all things are cheap in pro? 
portionr— *fo we ftiall live for very very little. 

•—I dined yefterday with Mr. H ► Jbe is 

inoft pleafantly fituated, and they are sJl Well. 
•*— As for the books you have received fee 
D , the bookfeller was a fool not to fend 
the bill along with then>-— «I will write to him 
about it— I wifli you was with me for two 
months ; it would cure you of all evil? ghoftly 
and bodily— but this, likemany other, wilhei 
both for you and myfelf, muft have. its com* 
pletion elfewhere — ^Adieu my kindfrjend^ and 

believe 
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believe that I love yxm aa rnxxth fr6m inelinai 
tion as reafoa, for 

I ata moft truly yours, 

L. Sterne, 

My wife and girl join In compliments to 
you — my beft refpeffts to my worthy Baron 
d'Holbach and ail that fociety— remember me 
to my friend Mr. Panchaud. 



LETT ^ R XXXn, 
To J. H- S. Eftj. 

Touloufif 00, ip, 17*9. 



My dear 



I 



RE C EI VE D your letter yefterdayirr-fo 
it has been travellii^ fipom Crazy Caftle to 
Touloufe full eighteen dayfr~If I had nothing 
to ftop me I would eijgage to fet out this 
morning, and knock at Crazy Caftle gates in 
three days lefs time»— by which time I ihouW 
find you and the colonel, Panty, &c, all aloi» 
►rr-the feafon I moft wifti and like to be with 
yoa*ip-J rejoice from my heart, down to my* 

reins, 
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reins, that yon bftve ihatch'd (b many happy 
and fonihiny days out of the hands of the blue 
devils— *If we live to meet and join our forces 
as Jieretofore we will give thefe gentry a 
drubbing — and turn them for ever out of dieir 
ufurped citadel^— fome legions of them have 
been put to flight already by your operations 
this lad: campaign^^-^oid I hope to have a hand 
in difperfing the remainder the firft time my 
dear couQn fets up his banners again under the 
fquare toweiw-But what art thou meditating 
with axes and hammers ?— " / kno\v thy pride 
and the naught inefs of thy hearty'' and thou 
loveft the fvveet vifions of architraves, friezes 
and pedim^ts with tbeic tympanums, and 
thou haft found out a pretence, araijon de 
cinq cent livres ft&ling to be laid out in four 
years, &c. &c. fo as not to be felt, which is 

always added .by the D as a bait, to 

juftify thyfelf unto .thyfelf* — It mf^y be very 
wife to do this— 'but 'tis wifer to keep one^ 
money in one's pt><iet^ whilft there are ware 

without atid rumours of wsffs within/-- 

St. — - — . advifes his difdplcs to fell both coat 
and waiftcoat — and go rather >vithout Ihirt or 
fword, than leave no money in their fcrip, to 

go to Jerufalem with- Now thofe quatre 

ans confecutiffy my dear Anthony, are the . 
moft precious morfels of tiiy life to come\ in 
this world, and thou wilt do w^ to-enjoy 

that 
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that morfel, Without cares, calculations, and 
curfeSy and damns, and debts**«^for as fore as 
ftone is ftone, and mortar is mortar, &c. 'twill 
be one of the many works of thy repentance 
*— ^ But after aU, if the Fates have decreed it; 
as you tind I have fome time fuppofed it on 
account of your generofity, ^^that ytni are 
never to be a monied man^ the decree will 
be folfiUed whether you adorn your caftle 
and line it with c?dar , and paint it within iide 
and without fide with vermilion, or not— -^ 
eela etant, Jiaving a bottle of Frontiniac and 
glafs at my i^ht hand, I drink, dear Anthony, 
to thy health and happinefs, and to the final 
accomplifliments of all thy lunary and fub- 

lunary projefts. ^^For fix weeks together, 

after I wrote my laft letter to you , my pro. 
jeflts Were many ftories higher, for I was all 
that time, as I thought, journeying on to the 
other world— I fell ill of an epidemic vile 
fever which killed hundreds about me-— The 
phyfidans here are the erranteft charlatans in 
Europe, or the moft ignorant of all pretending 
fools-^I withdrew what was left of me out 
<& their hands, and recommended my affairs 
entirely to Dame Nature—— She, dear god4ef% 
has faved me in fifty different pinching bouts, 
iind I begin to have a kind of endiufiafm now 
in her favour, apdin my own. That one or 
two more efcapes will nwike me believe I fliaU 

leave 
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leave you all at laft by tranfladoti , and not by 
fair death. I am now ftout and foolifh agafat 
as a happy man can wifli to be— -and am bufy 
playing the fool with my ancle Toby, who I 
have got foufed over head and ears in love.*— • 
I have many hints and projefts for 'other works ; 
all will go on I tnift as I wiih in this matter;' 
—When I have reaped the benefit of thi« 
winter at Touloufe»— I cannot fee I have any 
thing more to do with it, therefore after havfcg 
gone with my wife and girl to Bagnieres, I 
Ihall return from whence I came— Now my 
wife wants to ftay another year to fave money, 
and this oppofition of wifties, though it will 
not be as four as lemon, yet 'twill not be as 
fweet as fugar candy.— -I wiih T- '■ ■ would 
lead Sir Charles toTouloufe; 'tis as good ad 
uny town in the South of France— ^ for my 
own part, 'tis not to my taftet— but I believe, 
tiie ground work of my enniii is more to the 
eternal platitude of the French charafters— < 
little variety, no originality in it at alfc--»thati 
to any other caufe— for they are very civil 
•--•but civility itfelf, in that uniform, wearies 
and bodders one to death— • If I do not mind, 
I ihall grow moflr ftupid and fentehtious— i^ 
Mifs Shandy is hard at it with mufick, dancing, 
and French fpeaking, in the laft of which fli^ 
does k merveille^ and fpeaks it with an exi 
cellent accent, confidering fhe prafticeswithiii 

fight? 
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/fight of the Pyreuean Mountains.- *If the 

^ws wiU Jaflfer me., 1 propofe to fpend two 
or three jnonths at Barege , or Bagniere^ , tot 
my dear wife is againft all fchfemes^of ad<iitio^ 
nal expences-:-^*— which wicki^d propenfityj 
though not of defpotick power, yet I cjumbt 
fuffer*— ftough by the bye laudable enough— 
But ftie may talk—- 1 will do my own way, 
and fhe will acquiefce without a word of 
debate on the fubjeft.'*— Who can fay fo much 
in praife of his wife ? Few I trow.— M ■ 
is out of town vintagirig-^fo write to me, 
Monjleur Sterne gentilhomme Anglois*^—*tw]ll 
find me.— * We are as much out of the road of 
all intelligence here as at the Cape of <aood 
Hope^-^fo write a long nonfenfical letter Ilfce 
this, now and then to me— -in which fay h^ 
thing but what may be ihewn, though I Ioy^ 
iByery 4)aragi;aph and ipirited ftroke of yoiflr 
pen, others might not, for you muil know ^ 
letter no fooper arrives from England , buft 
curioiity is ^uppn her knees to know the con? 
tents.»r^A4ieu dear H believe me, 

5four:a£fe6lionate^ 

-■..■>■■ . .: . .''■'•'■ ... , . . i 

'We have had bitter c()ld \vcather here 4hefe 

fourteen day8^H-< which has iObliged us toM 

with 
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with wboie pagells of wood lighted up to bur 
nofes — 'tis a dear artide^^-^but every thing 
elfe being extreme, cheap , Madame keeps an 
excellent good houfe , with fouf^ , boullu 
roti'^^&cc^ &€• far t\i'o hundred and fifty 
pounds a year. 



L E T T E R XXXIIL 

To Mr.. F- at Paris. 

Touloufe I Novmkir 9, 1 7 ($a . 



My dear F- 



I 



HAVE had tfris "week your letter on my 
table, and hope you will forgive my hot an^ 
fwering it foonei^— and even to day I can but 
write you ten lines, being engaged at Mrs. 
M— '^ — »s. I would not omit one poft more 
acknowledging the favour*— ^ In a few; poits I 
will v^rite you a long^ one gratis, that is for 
love— Thank you for having done what I de- 
fired you— ^and for the future direft to me 
under cover at Monfieur Broufle's— I receive 
all letters through him, more pun6hial and 
fooner than when left at the poft-houfe—- 

H' ^ s family^ greet ybti ^^tdi mine— 
We are mtkcb. tog-ether and ueverforget you*— 

forget 



forget me hot to the baron— ^nd all the drcle 
•—nor to your domeftic circle* — • 

I am got pretty well, and fport much with 
my uncle Toby in the volume I am now fabric 
eating for the laughing part of the world — • 
for the melancholy part of it, I have nothing 
but my prayers — fo God help them.. — 'I ihall 
hear from you in a poft or two at leafl: after 

you receive this in the mean tim^ dear 

p adieu, and believe no man wither or 

cfteems you more than your 

L. Sternk. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

To the fame. 

Toulpufe ), Dec. ij,ij62» 
MV DfiAlt F ^, 

HE poft after I wrote laft—- 1 received 
yours with the inelofed draught upon the fe- 
eeiver, for Which I return you all thanks-^*- 
I have received this day likewife tiie box and 
tea all fafe and found — fo w6. fliall all of us 
be in our cups this Chriftmas, and drink with- 
out fear or ftint— We begin to live extremely 

happy, 
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happy 9 ft^ ^e all together every night-—* 
fiddling, laughing and iinging^ and cracking 
jokes. You will fcarqe believe the news I 
tell you — 'There are a company of Englilh 
ftrollers arrived here, who are to aft comedies 
dl the Cbriftmas, and are now bufy in making 
dreffes and preparing fome of our heft come* 
die^-^Your wonder will ceafe, when I in* 
form you thefe ftrollers are your friends with 
the reft of our fociety, to whpm I propofed 
this fcheme oi foulagement^-^ 2ja.il affure y6u 
we do well— .The next week, with a grand 
-orcheftra— we play the Bufy Body— and the 
Journey to London the week after, but I have 
fome thoughts of adapting it to our fituation 
•—and making it the Journey to Touloufe, 
which, with the chahgeofhalf a dozen icenes, 

may be eafily done.— Thus my dear F 

for want of fomething better we have recourfe 
to ourfelves, and ftrike out the beft amufe- 
ments We can from fueh materials. — My kind 
love and friendfhip to all my true friends — 

My fervice to the reft. H 's family |^a»r€i 

juft left nre, having been; this laft week With 
us— they will be wij:h me all the holi4ays»«'— • 
Jn fummer we jhall vifit thein, and £b b^^ce 
hoQ)kalitie^ 

Adieu^- ^ 

Yours moft truly, 

; L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV. 

To the fame. 

Totdoufej Wediiephy^ Dec. 4^1761. 
Dear F . 



I 



HAVE for this laft fortnight every poft- 
day gone to Meffrs. B and fons, in ex- 

peftation of the pleafure of a letter from you, 
with the remittance I defired you to fend^me 
here.— -When a man has no more thwi half a 
dozen guineas in his pocket-*— and a thoufan4 
miles from home^-^and in a country, where 

be can as foon raife the d 1 , as a fix livres 

piece to go to market with, in cafe he has 
changed his laft guinea— * you will not envy 
my ituation.— God blefs ypu— remit me the 
bdance due upon the receipt of this.— We 

are all at H ^'s, pra^tiiii^ a play we are 

to aft here this Chriftmas holidays — all the 
Dramatis Perfonae are of the Engliih, of which 
we have a happy fociety living together like 
brothers and fitters^— Your banker here has 

juft fent me word the tea Mr. H^ ^ wrote 

for is to be.deliv^ed into my hands*— 'tis all 
one into who£e Jiaads the tr?afure falls— « we 

VoL.n. H fhaU 
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fhall pay Brouffe for it the day we get it—* 
We join in our moft friendly refpefts, and 
believe me, dear F ^y, truly yoiirs, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

To the fame. 

Touhtffe, March 29, 17^*. 
Dear F . 



-X 



HOUGH that's ' a miftake ! I mean 
the date of the place, for I write at -Mr. 

H 's in the country, and have been there 

with my people all the week — how does 
Trifltani do? you fay in yours to him?— faith 
but fo-fo« — the worft of human maladies is 
poverty — though that is a fecond lye- — for 
poverty of fpirit is worfe than poverty of 
purfe , by ten thoufand per cent.*— I inclofe 
you a remedy for the one, a draught of a 
hundred and thirty pounds, for which I infift 
upon a refcription by the very retum« — or 
I will fend you and all your commiflaries 

to the d- ^1.— Ido not hear they have tafted 

of one fiefliy banquet all this Lent— i you will 
make an excellent ^fiW—r-P——' they caa 

make 
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make nothing of him, but Ipuitlon^-^l mean my 
other two friends no ill — fo ihall fend them 
« reprieve, as they afted out of neceffity*— . 
not' choice — ^My kind refpefts to Baron d'Hol- 
bdch and all his houlhold*— Say all that's kind 
for me to* my other friends*— ^ you know hp-vir 
much, dear F , I am yours, . 

L. S T E R N K, 

I have not five Louis to vapour with in 
this land of coxcombs — ^My wife's compU* 
ments. 



LETTER XXXVIL ^ 
To the fame, 

Touhufe, April i8f iji). 



I 



Dear F- 



THANK you for your pun6tuality iu 
■fending m6 the refcription, and for your box 
by tte courier, which came fafe by laft poit 
—•I was not furprifed much with your ac- 
count of Lord ♦***♦ being obliged to give 
way — and for the reft, all follows in courfe. 
W.1I fuppofe you will endeavour to fifh and 
catch fomething for yourfelf in thefe troubled 
H 5 wstters 



J 
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waters— -at leaft I wiih you all a reafonable 
man can wifti for himfelf— -which is wilhing 
t&nough for you— all the reft is in the brain.-*- 
Mr. Woodhoufe, who you know, is alfo here 
w^he is a moft amiable worthy man, and I 
have the pleafore of having him much with 
me— in a fliort time he proceeds to Italy .^--i- 
The firft week in June I decamp like a pa- 
tfiarch with my whole houfhold, to pitch our 
tents for three months at-the foot of the Pyre- 
nean Hills at Bagnieres, wher« I expeft much 
health and much amufement from the con- 
courfe of adventurers from all corners of the 
earth.— -Mrs. M— — fets out at the fame time, 
for another part of the Pyrenean Hills, at 
Couttay-^ from whence to Italy— Thi$ is the 
genersd plan of operation here— ^except that 
I have fome thoughts of fp^nding the winter 
at Florence, and croffing over with my family 
«D Leghorn by water— iand in April of return- 
ing by way of Paris home— but this is a iketch 
only , for in all things I am governed by cir- 
cumftances— * fo that what is fit to be don^ dn 
Monday, may be very unwife on Saturday**^ 
On all days of the w^ek believe me yours. 

With unfei^ed truth, 

- : \ L. Sterne* 

P. $. All compliments to my Parifiajn friends. 

LETTER 



LETTER XXXVIIL 
To the fame. 

Touloufe, April 29 f I7tf3» 
My DEAR F , 

JLiAST poft my agent wrote me word he 
would fend tip from York a bill for fourfcore 
guineas , with orders to be paid into Mn 
Selwin's hands for me. This he faid he would 
expedite immediately, fo 'tis poflible you may 
have had advice of it — and 'tis poflible alfo the 
money may not be paid this fortnight, there- 
fore as I fet out for Bagnieres in that time, be 
fo good as to give ine credit for the money 
for a few pofts or fo, and fend me either a 
j;efcription for the mo^ey, or a draught for 
it — at the receipt of which ye fliall decamp 
for ten or twelve weeks — You will receive 
twenty pounds more on my account, which 
fend alfo — So much for that — as for pleafiire 
— you have it all amongft you at Paris— we 
have nothing here which deferves the name.—- » 
I fhall fcarce be tempted to fojqurn anothei; 
winter at Touloufe — for I cannot fay it fuita 
my health, as I hoped — 'tis too mctift — and 
I cannot keep clear of agues here— fo that i£ 

H 3 I ftay 
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I ftay the next winter on this fide of the water 
— 'twill be either at Nice or Florence — and I 
fliall return to England Sn April — .WHerever 
lam, believe me, dear F , that I am. 

Yours faithfully, 

, L. Sterne. 

Madame andMademoifelle prefent their belt 
compliments — Remember me to all I regard, 

particularly Meflxs. P — d,» and the reft of 

your bou/hold. 



LETTER XXXIX- 
To the fame. 

Touhufe, May 21, 17(^3. 



I 



D^AR Sir, 



TOOK the liberty three weeks ago to 
defire you would be fo kind as to fend me 
fourfcofe pounds, having received a letter the 
feme poft firom my Agent, that he would order 
the money to be paid to your correfpondent 
in London in a fortnight. — It is fome difap- 
pointment to me that you have taken no notice 
of my letter, efpecially as I told you we 

waited 
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waited for the maney before we fet out for 
Bagnieres, — and fo little diftruft had I that 
foch a civility would be refufed me, that we 
have aftually had all our things pack'd up 
thefe eight days, in hourly expeftation of re- 
ceiving a letter. — Perhaps my good friend has 
waited till he heard the money was paid in 
London — but you might have trufted to my 
honour — that all the cafli in your iron box, 
and all the bankers in Europe put together, 
could not have tempted me to fay the thing 
that if not.*'-'! hope before this you will have 
received an account of tlie money being paid 
in London— -^ But it would have been taken 
kindly, if you had wrote me word you would 
tranfmit me the nioney when you had re- 
ceived it , but no fooner ; for Mr, R of 

Montpellier, though I know him not, yet 
knows enough of me to have given me credit 
for a fortnight for tea times the fum. 

I am, dear F •, your friend 

and hearty well-wifher, 

L. Sterne* 

I faw the femily of the H r— y efterday, 

and aiked them if you was in the land of the 

living-^ They faid yea*-— for they had juft re- 

H 4 ceived 
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ceived a letter from you-^-^After all I heartily 
forgive you*— for you have done me a fignal 
fervice in mortifying me, and it is this, I am, 
determined to grow rich upon it 

Adieu, and God fend you wealtli and hap- 
pinefs^— All compliments to — Before April 
next I am obliged to revifit your metropolis 
in my way to England. 



LETTER XL. 
To the faiiie. 

Toukufe^ June 9^ 1773^ 



I 



My dear F- 



THIS moment received yours*— confe- 
quentlv the moment I got it I fat down td^ 
anfwer it— So much for a logical inference. 

Now believe me I had liever wrote you fo 
tefty a letter, had I not both loved and efteemed 
y oil— and it was merely in vindication of the 
rights of friendftiip that I wrote in a way as 
if I was hurt-— for negleft me in your heart, 
I knew you could not, without caufe ; which 
my heart told me I never had— or will eVer 
give yoU:»— ^I wais the beft friends with you 
that ever I was in my life, before my letter 

had 
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had got a league , and pleaded the true excufe 
for my friend, "That he was oppreffed with 
a multitude of bufinefs." Go'on, my dear 

F- ' and have but that excufe, fo much da 

I regard your intereft, that I would be content 
to fuffer a real evil without future murmuring 
Hr-but in truth, my difappointment was partly 
chimerical at the bottom , having a letter of 
credit for two hundred pounds from a perfon 
I never faw, by me— 'but which out of a 
nicety of temper I would not make any ufe 
of*— I fet out in two days for Bagnieres, but 
dkeft to me to BrouiTe, who will forward all 
my letters.*-^ Dear F ^ adieu.— •Believe 
me, 

Yours affeftionately, 

L, Sternk* 



LETTER XLI, 
To the fame. 

Touloufit June ii, l^6l. 



Dear F- 



L, 



lUCKILY juft before I was ftepping into 
my chaife for Bagnieres, has a ftrayed fifty 
pound bill found its way to me : fo I have fent 

it 



no 

ft to its lawful owner inclofed— -My noodle of 
an agent, inftead of getting Mr. Selwin to ad- 
vife you he had received the money, which 
would have been enough, has got a bill for it^ 
and fent it rambling to the furtheft part of 
France after me, and if it had not caught me 
juft now it might have followed me into Spain, 
for I fliall crofs the Pyreneans, and fpend a 
week in that kingdom , which is enough for 
a fertile brain to write a volume upon.— ^ When 
I write the hiftory of my travels — Memoran- 
dum ! I am not to forget how honeft a man I 
have for a banker at Paris.— But, my dear 
frietad, when you- fay you dare truft me for 
what little occafions I may have, you have as 
much faith as honefty*--«and more of both 
than of good policy. — I thank you however 
ten thoufand times — and except fuch liberty 
as I have lately taken with you— and that 
too at a pinch— I fay beyond that I will not 
trefpafs upon your good nature, or friendlinefe 
to ferve me*— God blefs you, dear F - 



I am yours whilft. 



L. Sterne. 
LETTER 



Ill 

LETTER XLII. 

To the fame. 

MontpeUlerf 03. 5, 1753. 
Dear F . 



I 



AM afliamed I have not taken an oppor- 
tunity of thanking you before now, for your 
friendly aft of civility, in ordering BroulTe, 
your correfpondent at Touloufe, in cafe I 
ftiould have occafion, to pay me fifteen hun- 
dred livresi— -which as I knew the offer came 
from your heart I made no difficulty of ac- 
cepting.' — In my way through Touloufe to 
MarfeiUes, where we have been, but neither 
liking'the place norAix, particularly the latter, 
it being a parliament town, of which Touloufe 
has given me a furfeit, we have returned here, 
where we ftiall refide the winter— My wife 
and daughter purpofe to ftay a year at leaft 
behind me«-— and when winter is over , to re- 
turn to Touloufe, or to go to Montaubon, 
where they will ftay till they return, or I 
fetch them? — For myfelf I fhaU fet out in Fe- 
bruary for England, where my heart has been 
fled thefe fix months— but I fliall ftay a fort- 
night with my friends at Paris j tho* I verily 

believe, 
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believe, if it was not for the pleafure of feeing 
and chattering with you, I fhould pafs on 
direfUy to Bruffels, and fo on to Rotterdam, 
for the fake of feeing Holland , and embark 
fi-om thence to London*— But I muft ftay a 
little with thofe I love and have fo many rea- 
fons to regard— you cannot place too much 
of this to your own fcore.^— I have had an 
offer of going to Italy a fortnight ago— -* but I 
muft like my fubje6t as well as the terms, 
neither of which were to my mind,— 'Pray 
whatEnglilh have you at Paris? where is my 
young friend Mr, F— — ? We hear of three 
or four Englifli families coming to usrhere— ^ 
If I can be ferviceable to any you would ferve, 

you have but to write.*— Mr. H has fent 

my friend W 's pifture — You have feen 

the original, or I would havefentit you— I 
believe I fliall beg leave to get a copy of my 
own from yours, when I comfe in propria 
perfona^^i^ when, God blefs you my dear 
friend, and believe me. 



Moft faithfully yours, 

L. S T £ R N S* 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XLIIL 
To tlie fame. 

MorttpeOierf jfan $> ^7^4* 
My pear Friend, 

JL O U fee I cannot pafe over the fifth of the 
month without thinking of you, and writing 
to you^r— .The laft is a periodical habit— -the 
&ft is from my heart, and I do it oftner than 
I remember— 'however, from both motives 
together! maintain i have a right to the plf%. 
fure of a iijagle line^— be it'only to, tell me how 
your watctgoefr— You know how much hap- 
pier it woujd make me to know that all things 
J>elongit>g to you went on well.*— You are 
going to have them all to yourfelf , I bear, and 

tiiat Mr. S is true to his firft intention of 

leaving bufinefs— I hope thi$ wiU enable you 
to acGompIilh yours in a ihofter time, that 
you may get to your lotig wiflied for retreat 
'of trancjuillity and filence-rrWhen you have 
^ot to your fire-fide, and into your arm-chair, 
and by the by, have another to fpare &r a 
friend ^ atoi are fo mudi a fovereiga as to fit in 

your 
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your furr'd cap, if you like it, tho' I fliould 
not, for a man's ideas are at leaft the cleaner 
for being drefs'd decently, why then it will 
be a miracle if I do not glide in like^ a ghoft 
upon you— and in a very unghoft-like faihion 
help you off with a bottle of your beft wine. 

January 15.— It does not happen every day 
jthat a letterbegun in the moft perfeft health, 
Ihould be concluded in the greateft weakne& 
•-—I wifli the vulgar high and low do not fay 
it was a judgement upon me for taking all this 
liberty with ghoJlsi^B^ it as it may<^— I took 
a ride when the firftrpart of this was wrote 
towards Perenas— -and returned home in a 
fliivering fit, though' I ought to have been in 
a fever, for I had tired my beaft; and he was 
Its unmoveable as Don Quixote's wodden horfd, 
and my arm was half diflocated in whipping 
•him — 'This quoth I is inhuman— -No, fays a 
peafant on foot behind me, I'll drive him home 
^— fo he laid on his pofteriors, but 'twas need- 
iefs— as his face was turn'd towards Mont- 
pellier he began to trot* — But to return, this 
fever has confined me ten days in my bed—- ^I 
havefuffered in this fcuffle with death terribly 
— biit unlefs the fpirit of prophecy deceive 
tn^~I fhall not die but live— in tjbe mean, 
-time dear F — : — let us live as merrily but of 
innocently as we c«n— *It has -ever been as 
good, if not better, thian a biftioprick to me 

.—and 
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— *and hdefirc no otirr— Adieu my dear 
friend and believe me yours, 

L. Sterne. 
Pleafe to give the inclofpd to Mn T ■ 



*— aud tell him I thank him cordially from my 
heart for his great ^W-l??/i7. 



LET T E R XLIV, 

To the fame. 



Montpellkr^ Jan. zo* 
Mir DEAR Friend, , 



H, 



.EARING by Lord R- , who in 

paifing through here in his way to Madrid 
has given me a call , that my worthy friend 
Mr. Fox (Was n6W at Paris— ^ I have inclofed a 
letter to him, which you will prefent in courfe 
or direft to him.*— -I fuppofe you are full of 
Englilh— but in Ihort we are here as if in 
another world , where unlefs fome flray'd foul 
arrives, we know nothing of what is going 

on in yours.*— ^ Lord G ^r I fuppofe is gone 

from Paris, or I had wrote alfo to him. I 
know you are as bufy as a bee, and have few 

. i A moments 



\ 
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moments to yonrfclf— neverftelefs beftow 
one of them upon an old friend and write me 

a line — and if Mr, F i$ too idle and has 

ought to fay to me, pray write a fecond line 

for him.*— We had a letter from Mifs P 

this week, who it feems has decamp'd for 
ever from Paris— 4^ if for tie heji — which 
is my general refleftion upon many things in 
this world.— Well! I ftiall fhortly come and 
ftiake you by the hand in St Sauveur — if ftill 
you are there.^— My wife returns toTpuloufe 
and purpofe^ to fpend the fummer atBagnieres 
^— I on the contrary go and vifit my wife the 
church in Yorklhire.—- We all live the longer 
•—at l^aft the happien— for having things our 
own way.— This is my conjugal maxim— -I 
own 'tis not the beft of maxims— i but I main- 
tain 'tis not the worft. Adieu dear F — 

and believe me. 



Yours with truth. 



L. Sterne. 



LETTER 



I 
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LETTER XLV. 
To Mrs. F— ^ — i 

MuntfeUiery Feb. if 17^4. 



AM preparing, my dear Mrs.F to 

leave France, for I am heartily tired of it-^-f 
That infipidity there is in French charafters 
has difgufted your friend Yorick. — ^I have been 
dangeroufly ill, and cannot think that the fliarp 
air of Montpellier has been of fervice to me^ 
and fo my phyficians told me when they had 
me under their hands for above a month—- if 
you ftay any longer here, Sir, it will be fatal 
to you— And why good people were you not 
kind enough to tell me this fooner? — After 

having difcharged them, I told Mrs. S * 

that I fhould fet our for England very foon, 
but as fhe chufes to remain in France for two 
or three years, I have no objeffion, except 
that I wifh my girl in England.-— The ftate^ 
of Languedoc are met*— 'tis a fine raree-Ihew, 
with the ufual accompanyments of fiddles, 
bears, and puppet-fliews.— •! believe I ihall 
ftep into my poft-chaife with more alacrity to 
fly from thefe fights, than a Frenchman would 
to fly to them— and except a tear at parting 

Vol. II. I with 
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with my little flat, I ftiall be in high fpirits, 
and every ftep I take that brings me nearer 
England, will I tfiink help to fet this poor 
frame to rights. Now pray write to me di- 

refted to Mr. F ^.at Paris, and tell me 

what I am to bring you over. — How do I 
long to gfeet all my ftfends! few do I value 
more than yourfelf. — My wife chufes to go 
to Montauban, raither than ftay here, in whi(& 
I am truely paflive.-i-If . this Ihould not find 
you at Bath, I hope it will be forwarded to 
you, as I wifti to fulfill your commiffions^--» 
and fo adieu?— Accept every warm wifli for 
your health, and believe me ever yours, 

L. Sterne^ 

P. 5. My phyficians have almoft poifoned 
me with what they call bouillons rcfraichijfants 
• — 'tis a cock flead alive and boiled with poppy 
feeds, then pounded in a mortar, afterwards 
pafs'd through a fieve-— There is to be one 
craw-fifti in it, and I was gravely told it muft 
be a male pne— a female would do me more 
hurt than good. 



LETTER 
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h E T T E R XLVI. 

To Mifs S . 

PariSf May i5r, 17^4. 
MydearLydia, 



> Y this time I fappofe your mother and 
felf are fixed at Montauban, and I therefore 
direft to your banker, to be delivered to you. 
•—I acquiefced in your ftaying in France-— 
Ukewife it was your mother's wifti— but I 
muft tell you both, that unlefs your health had 
not been a plea made ufe of, I ihould have 
wiftied you both to return with me.^— I have 
fent you iieSpeftators, and odier books, 
particularly Metaftafio; but I beg my girl tb 
read the former, and only make the latter her 
amufement.— I hope you have not forgot my 
laft requeft, tbmake no fnendftiips with the 
French-women^— not that I think ill of them 
all, but fon^etimes women ,of, tjie beft princi- 
ples are the thoAin/tnuating^^^ nay I am fo 
jealous of you that Ifliould be miferable were 
I to fee you had the. leaft grain of coquettry 
in your compofition.— You have enough to 
4o^— fori have alfo fent you a griittai^-— and 
as you have no genius for drawing, though 
la you 
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you never could be made to believe it, pray 
wafte not your time about it»-— Remember to 
write to me as to a friend— in ftiort whatever 
comes into your little head , and then it will 
be natural.— If your mother's rheumatifm con- 
tinues and Ihe choofes to go to Bagnieres— -• 
tell her not to be flopped for want of money, 
for my purfe fhall be as open as my heart. I 
have preached at the ambaffador's chapel^^ 
Hezekiah*~an odd fubj eft your mother will 
fey. There was a concourfe of all nations, 
and religions too.— I ftiall leave Paris in a 
few days— ^ I am lodged in the fame hotel 
with Mr. T they are good and generous 

fouls— ^ Tell your mother that I hope Ihe will 
write to me, and that when ftie does fo, I 
may ijfo receive a letter from my Lydia. 

Kift your mother from me, and believe 
me, 

Your affeftionate, 



LETTER XLVII. 



My dbar F- 



T, 



HERE is a young kdy with whom I 
have fent a letter to you, who will arrive at 
Paris in her way to Italy— her name is Mifs 

Tuting; 
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^Tuting ; a kdy known and lovedty the whole 
kingdom— • if you can be of any aid to her in 
your advice, &c. as to her journey, &c. your 
good nature and politenefs , I am fure need no 
IJ^ur from me to do it. I was forry we were 
like the two buckets of a well, whilft in Lon- 
don, for we were never able to be both re- 
fident together the month I continued in and 
about the environs.«~If I get a cough this 
winter which holds me three days, you will 
certainly fee me at Paris the w,eek following, 
for now I abandon every thing in this world 
to health and to my friends* — for the laft fer- 
mon that I fhall ever preach, was preach'd at 
Parisr— fo I am altogether an idle man, or 
rather a free one, which is betten I fent, laft 
poft, twenty pounds to Mrs, S*— *- '^hich 
makes a hundred pounds remittejd, fince I got 
here*— ^You muft pay yourfelf what I owe you 
out of it ^— and place the reft to account*— 

Betwixt this and Lady-day next, Mrs. S -^ 

will draw from time to time upon you to 
about the amount of a hundred louis— ^but not 
more— I think, I having left her a hundred in 
her pocket.*— But you fliall always have money 
beforehand of mine— «andflie purpofes to fpend 
no farther than five thoufand livres in the year 
—but twenty pound, this way or that, makes 
no difference between us—^Give my kind eft 

Compliments to Mr. P -. I have a thou- 

I 3 fand 
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land things to fiiy to you, and would, go half 
way to Paris to tell thepi ypu.in your ear.^— 

The Meffrs. T , H — ^ — , &c. and many 

more of your friends with whom I am now, 
fend their fervices*— ^Mine to all friouds » - m 
Yours, dear F- — -. moft truly, , 

» 
L. Stsrnb. 



L E T T E R XL VIII. 
To J. H. 



Nc 



Septemher 4 , i ^6^. 



low, nxy dear, dear Anthony— I do not 
think a week or ten days playing the good 
fellow, at this very time, at Scarborough fo 
^ominable a thing*— but if a man could get 
there cleverly, and every foul in his houfe in 
the mind to try what could be done in further- 
ance thereof, I have no one to confult in this 

affair therefore as a man may do worfe 

thills, the Englifti of all which is this, that 
I am going to leave a few poor ftieep here in 
the wildernefs for fourteen days — and from 
pride and naughtinefs of heart to go fee what. 
is doing at Scarborough— 'ftedfaftly meaning, 
afterwards to lead a new life and ftrengthen 

my 
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my faith.^— -Now fome folks fay there is much 
company there— -and fome fay not- — 'and I 
believe there is neither; the one or ti^e other-^ 
but will be both , if the world will have but a 

month's patience or fo. — No, my dfear H . 

I did not delay fending your letter dire6lly to 
tjie poft — As ther^ are critical times or rather 
turns and revolutions in * ♦ * ♦ humours , I 
knew not what the- delay of an hour might 
hazard — I will anfwer for him, he has feventy 
times feven forgiven you— and as often wifti'4 

you at the d 1.-— After many ofcillations 

the pendulum will reft firm as ever. — 

I fend all kind compliments to Sir C 
D— — and G — — s—- 1 love them from my 

foul — If G 1 is with you, him alfo. — 1 

go on, not rapidly, but well enough with my 
uncle Toby's amours— -There is no fitting, 
and cudgeling ones brains whilft the fim fhines 
bright — 'twill be all over in fix or feven weeks, 
und there are difmal months enow after to en- 
dure fuffocation by a brimftone fire-fide. — K 
you can get to Scarborough, do. — A man 
who makes fix tons of alum a week, may do 

any tihing — Lord G- ^y is to be there — 

what a temptation! 

Yours affeftionately, 

' ' L. Sterkb. 

I 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 
To Mr. F- — ■ at Paris. 

Vorkf September i^i ^7^4- 
My dear F s 



I 



HAVE juft had the honour of a letter 

fromMifsT y fall of the acknowledgments 

of your attention and kmd fervices to her; I 
will not believe thefe arofe from the D-— * — > 
©f A 's letters, nor mine. Surely Jhei 
needed no recommendation — the truefl: and 
moft honeft compliment I can pay you, is to 
fay they came from your own good heart, 
only you was introduced to the objeft — for 
the reft followed in courfe — However let me 
caft in my mite of thanks to the treafury whicl^ 
belongs to good natured a^ons. I have been 

with LordG ^y thefe three weeks at Scar- 

borough— the pleafures of which I found fome- 
what more exalted than thofe of Bagniefes laft 
year — I am now returned to my Philofophica) 
Hut to finifli Triftram, which I calculate will 
be ready for the world about Chriftmas, at 
which time I decamp from hence, and fix my 
l^iead quarters at London for the winter — un- 

lefs 
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lefemy cough pu&es me forwards to your 
Metropolis — or that I can perfuade fome gros 
my Lord to take a trip to you — I'll try if I 
can i^akejhim relifli the joys of the Tuihrie/y 
Opera Comique^ &c, 
, I hid itWs week a letter from Mrs. S 
from Montauban , ii^ which ihe teUs me flie 
has Qcca£b& for fifty pounds immediately^ 
Will you fend an order to your corjrefpopdent 
at Montauban to pay her fo much calh — and 
I will in three weeks fend as much to Becket 
—But as her purfeis low, for God's fake write 
dire6lly.-r^Now you muft do fomethitig equally 
effential — to re6Hfy a miftake in the mind of 
your corre%ondeHt-~there., who it feems gave 
her a hint not long ago , " that Jhc \oas fefa* 
rMefL from me for life. — Now as this is not 
true in the firft place, and naay give a dHadvan- 
tageous impreffion of her to thofe flie lives 
amongft-^ *twould be unmerciful to let hef, 
or my daughter, fuffer by it; fo do be fo good 
as to undeceive him---for in a year or two flie 
propofes, and indeed I expeft it with impa* 
tience from her, to rejoin me— and tell thtm 
I have all the cojifidence in the world flie Will 
not fpead more than I can afford, and I only 
mentioned two hundred guineas a yeftr— be- 
caufe 'twas right to name fome certain Xum, 
for which I beg'd you tp give her credit — I 
write to you of ^my moft intimate concerns, 

as 
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as t6 a brother, fo excufe me dear F' ' ' '" ■ > 
God Weft you— Believe me, 

Yours affeftionately, 

- L. S ^ E R X s. 

Compliments to Mr, Panchaud, d^Hol* 
bach, &c. 



LETTER L; 

To J. tt S , Efq. 

Coxwouldi Tbtirfdaf. 

Mydbar Cousiif, 



I 



AM but this moment returned from Scar-^ 
borough, where I have been drinking the 
waters ever fince the races, and have received 
mturvellous ftrengtb, had I not debilitated it as 
feftas I got it, by playing the good fellow 

with Lord G y and Co. too much. I 

rejoice you have been encamp'd at Harrow- 
gate, from which, by now, I fuppofe you 
are decamp'd^— otherwife as idle abeaftasi 
have been, I would have facrificed a few days 
to the god 4)f laughter with you ^nd your 

jolly 



jolly fet^-*I have done nothing good that I 
know of, fince I left you, except paying off 
your guinea and a half to K ■ , in my way 
through York hither*— I muft try now and do 
better^— Go on, and proiper for a month. 

Your affe6lionate 

L. S T . £ R N S. 



L E T T E R LI. 

To Mr. F at Paris. 



I 



York, November ii, 17^4. 
MydearFriend, 



SENT ten days ago, a bank bill of thirty 
pounds to Mr. Becket, and tibis poft one of 
fixty— When I get to London, which will be 
in five weeks, you will receive what ftiall al- 
ways keep you in bank, for Mrs. S ; in 

the niean time I have defired Becket to fend 
you fourfcore pounds , and if my wife , before 
I get to London, fhould have occaiion for fifty 
louis let her not wait a minute, and if I have 
not paid it, a week or a fortnight I know will 
break no fquares with a good and worthy 
friend.*—! will contrive to fend you thefe two 

new 
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sew volome^ of Triftram, as foon as ever I 
get them from the prefe.— You will read air 
odd a tour through France as ever was pro- 
jefted or executed by traveller, or travel- 
writers fince the world began-— *Tis a laugh- 
ing good temper'd fatyr agamft travelling, as 
fuffies travel, Panchaud will enjoy it— -I am 
quite civil, to your Parifians*— ^ four caufc 
you know— ^ 'tis likely I may fee them in 
fpring*— Is it poflible for you to get me over 
a copy of my pifture any how ? If fo I would 
write to Mademoifelle N— — to make as 
good a copy from it as ihe poflibly could—* 
with a view to dp her fervice here*— and I 
would remit her the price— t really believe it 
would be the parent of a dozen portraits to 
her, if ftie executes it with the fpirit of the 
original in your hands— for it will be feen by 
many-*- and as my phi^ is. as remarkable as 
myfelf , if flie preferves the true charafter of 
both, it will do her honour and fervice too.—* 
Write me a line about this, and tell me you 
are well and happy— Will you prefent my 
kind refpefts to the worthy Baron*— I ihall 
fend him one of the beft impreffions of my 

pifture from Mr. Reynolds's another to 

Monfieur P ^, My love to Mr. S a 

imd P > d. 

, I am mpft truly yours, 

L. Sterne. 
LETTER 
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L E T T E R LII. 
To J. RS— , Elq. 

November 13, 17^4* 
MydeArCousin, 

X IS a church militant week with me, fidl 
of marches, and countermarches — and treaties 
about Stillington common, which we are going 
to inclofe— otherwife I would have obey'd 
your fummons — and yet I could not well have 
done it this week neither, having received a 

letter from C , who has been very illj 

and is coming down to ftay a week or ten 
days with me. — Now I know he is ambitious 
of being better acquainted with you; am} 
longs- from his foul for a fight of you in ybur 
own caftle.— -I cannot do otherwife^ than 
bring. him wi& me^«^nor can I gallopt 2cw2if 
and leave him an empty houfe to pay a vifit 
to from London, as he comes half exprefs to 
fee me. — I thank you for the care of my nor- 
thern vintage— I fear after all I muft give it a 
fermentation on the other fide of the Alps, 
which is better than being on the lees with it 
~but ntms verrons — yet I fear as it has got 
fuch hold of my bfain and comes upon it like 

an 
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an armed man at nights — I muft give way 
for qaietnefs fake, or be hag-ridden with the 
conceit of it all my life long.— -I have been 
Miff-ridden this laft week by a couple of 
romping girls, bien mifst et cemme il fauty 
who might as well have been in the hoofe 
with me, though perhaps not, my retreat 
here is too quiet for them, but they have taken 
up all my time, and have given my judgnwnt 
tend fimcy more airings than they wanted.^ 
Thefe things accord not well with fermott 
making- — but 'tis my vile errantry, as Sancho 
lays, and that is all that can be made of it.—- 
i truft all goes fwimmingly on with your 
alum; that die works amuTe you, and call 
you twice out, at leafl:,. a day.— I fhail fee 
them I truft in ten days, or thereabout—- If it 
was any way poflible, I would £et out this 
moment, though I have no c2iS2Xry*--^ except 
a Jhe aff. Give all friendly refpefts to Mrs, 

C r- and to CoL H- 's and die garrifon, 

both of Guifbro and Skelton.— I am, dear 
Anthony, affeftionatdy 

Yours, 



L. Stehne* 
LETTER 
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L E T T E R LIII. 

To Mr. F^— . at P . 

Yorky Noiremher i(J, i7^4» 
Mt DEAR Friend, 

HREE pofts before I had the favour of 
youi-Sy which is come to hand this moment, I 
had wrote to fet Mrs. S-- — - right in het miftake 
i^^Thit you had any money of mine in your 
bands— -being very fenfible that the hundred 
pounds I had ftnt you, thro' Becfcet's haiid^> 
Was but about what would balance with you 
-— The reafon of her error was bwing to my 
writing her wird , I would fend you a bill in 
a pdl or two for fifty pounds — Which, my 
finances falling fhortjuft then, I deferred*— ^fo 
that I had paid nothing to any (Hiev-— but was 
however come to York this day, tmd I have 
fent you a draught for a hundred pounds^— • 
in honeft truth a fortnight ago I had not the 
cs&H^^-^'^^hxxtl ant as honeft as the king, as 
Sancho Pan9a fays, onlj/ not fo rich 

Therefore if Mrs. S fhould want thhrty 

louis more, let her have them -and I will 

balance all, which will not be much, with 
honour at Chriftmas, when I fliall be in Lon- 
don^ 
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don, having now joft finifh'd my two volumes 
of Triftram.— I have fome thoughts of going 
to Italy thte year— atieait I fh^ ndt defer it 
above another.— I have been with Lord Granby, 
and with Lord Shelhmne^ but am now fat 
down till December in my fweet retirement 
r*—! wifli you was fet down as happily, and 
as free of all worldly cares. — In a few yesirs, 

my dear F 1 hope to fee you a real oomi« 

try geatlenian, though njot altogether exilbd 
frpm your friends in London— there I Ihall 
fpedd every winter of my life, in the fame lap 
of contentment, wber^ I enjoy myfelf now 
4— and Whwever I ga»r— we muft bring Aree 
parts . in four of the tr^t along with us t— la 
Ihortwe muft be happy withitt-^-^and then few 
things without us .make much diflEerencc**-^— 
This is my Sbandean phjlofophy.-— You will 
read atomic- iiecount of my; journey from 
Calais through Paris to the Garonne, in thefe 
volumes— my friends tell me they ar6 done 
with li)iijit*r-it muft fp^ak for itfelf — Give my 
kind refpefts. to Mr. SMwin and my friend 
Pancbaud— When you fed Baron d'Holbach, 
prefent him my refpefts^ and believe me^ 
dear F > 

Your's cordially, ; 

L. Stkrne. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 

To a G- , Efq. 

Londm, Mareb 16, tj6$. 
Dear G ; 



I 



Threatened you with a letter In one I 
wrote a few weeks ago to Foley, but, to my 
ihame be it fpoken, I lead fuch a life of diili<* 
pation I have never '^ad a moment to myfelf 
which has not been\ broke in upon, by one 
engagement or impertinence or another— and 
as plots thicken towards the latter end ,of a 
piece , I find , tmlefs I take pen and ink juft 
fiow^ I ihall not be able to do it, till either I 
am got into the country, or you to the city. 
You are teized and tormented toomuch by 
your correfpondents, to return to us, and with 
accounts how much your friends, and how 
much your Theatre wants you— fo that I will 
not magnify either our lofs or yours— but 
hope cordially to fee you foon.—— Since I wrote 
kft I have frequently ftept into your houfe— - 
tiiatls, as frequently as I could take the whole 
party, where I dined, along with me-^-Thi* 
was but juftice to you, as I walk'd in as a 
wit — but with regard to myfelf, I balanced 

VoL.n. K the 
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the account thus 1 am fometimes in my 

friend 's houfe, but he is always in 

Triftram Shandy's^— where my friends fay he 
will continue , and I hope the prophecy trae 
for my own immortality, even when he him- 
felf is no more. 

I have had a lucrative winter's campaign 
here— Shandy fells well- — I am taxing the 
publick with two more volumes of, fermons, 
which will more than double the gains of 
Shandy— It goes into the world with a pran- 
cing lift of toute la wW^^^— which will 
bring me in three hundred pounds, exclufive 
of the fale of the copy-— fo that with all the 
contempt of money which ma /agon de penfer 
has ever imprefs'd on me , I fliall be rich in 
fpite of myfelf : but I fcorn you muft know, 
in the high ton I take at prefent, to pocket all 
this tralli— I fet out to lay a portion of it in 
the fervice of the world, in a tour round Italy, 
where I ihall fpring game, or the duce is in 
the dice.— In the beginning of September I 
quit England, that I may avail myfelf of the 
time of vintage, when all nature is joyous, 
and fo faunter philofophicaUy for a year or fo, 
on the other fide the Alps.*— I hope your pil- 
grimages have brought Mrs. G and your- 

felf back a la fleur de jeuneffe — May you 
both long feel the fweets of it, and your 
friends with you.— Do, dear friend, make 

my 
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my kifideft wiflies and compliments acceptable 
to the beft and wifeft of the daughters of Eve 
i — You fhall ever believe and ever find me af- 
feftionately yours, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LV. 
To D. G , Efq. 



I 



Bafb, April 6, 17^5. 



SCALP you!— -my dear G ! my 

dear fiiend!— foul befal the man who hurts a 
hair of your head!— -^d fo full was I of that 
very fentiment, that my letter had. not been 
put into the poft-office ten minutes, .before 
my heart fmote me; and Ifent to recall it— 
but failed — You are fadly to blame. Shandy! 
for this, quoth I, leaning with my head on 
my hand, as I recriminated upon my Mfe de- 
licacy in the affair— •G ^'s nerves, if he. 

has any left, are as line and delicately fpun, 
as thy own— his fentiments as honeft and 
friendly— -^ thou knowefl, Shandy, that he loves 
thee— why wijt thou hazard him a moment's 
pain? Puppy I fool, coxcomb, jack-afs,&c. 
&c.— -and fb I balanced the account to your 
K a favour, 
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fkvour, before I received it drawn up ini ^<nir 
\pay — I iky your \vajh^^(QV it is not ftated fd 
much to your honour and credit, as I had 
paiTed the account before--^ for it was a moft 
lamented truth , that I never received one of 
die letters your friendfliip meant me, except 
whilft in Paris.— O! how I congratulate you 
for the anxiety the world has and continues to 
be under, for your retdm.— Return, return 
to the few who love you and the thoufands 
who admire you. — ^The moment you fet your 
foot upon your ftage— ^mark ! I tell it you— 
by fome magic, irrefifted power, every fibre 
about your heart will vibrate afrelh, and as 
ftrong and feelingly as ever— Nature, with 
glory at her back, will light up the torch 
within you — »and theit is enough of it left, 
to heat and enlighten the world thefe many, 
many, many years,* 

- Heaven be praifed! I utter it from my foul, 
that your lady, and my Minerva, is in a con* 
dition to w^ ta Windfoiv~full rapturoufly 
will I lead the gfatceful pilgrim to the temple^ 
where I will facrifice with the pureft incenfe 
to her— but yoii may worfliip with me, oi» 
not>— 'twill make no difference either in th€^ 
truth or warmth of my devotion^— flill, aftei* 
all I have feen, I ftiU maintain her peerlefe. 

• P ! good Heav'n !^— gi ve me fome one 

with lefs fmoke and more fire*-^ There are 

who. 
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who, like the Pharifees, ftiU thitik they fliall 
be heard for much fpeaking-— Gome- — come 
away my dear G and teach us another 

ieflbn. 

Adieu ^— I love you dearly— and your 
lady better— -not hobbihqrfically— -hut moft 
fentimentally ^nd affeftionately— *^for I am 
yQ\m^ thftt.is if you^ never fay another word 
about— — , Witibi all tbe.feijtitoents of lovd 
and friendfhip you )d^fei:ve, from 4iie,. 



X. iSTiSRNE. 

LETTER LVr. 

Batbf April ij, 176$. 
My dear F , 



M 



, Y wife tfeUs me ihe has drawn for one 
hundred pounds, and 'tis fit that you ftiould 
be paid it that minute— ^ the money is^ now in 

Becket's hands— fend m^, my dear'F • 

my account, that I may difcharge the balance 
to this time, and know 'what ^'o'' leave in your 
hands.*— I have made a^ood campaign of it 
• this year in the'field of the literati — my two 
volumes of TriftraftiJ and: two 3of ftrmon^ 
which I Ihall print liejry Ibottj will Bring me 
K gi a coo* 
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a confiderable fam. — Almoft all the nobility 
in j^ngland honour me with their names , and 
*tis thought it will be the largeft, and moft 
fplendid lift which ever pranced before a book^ 
fince fubfcriptions came into fafliion.— Pray 
prefent my moft fijQcere compliments to lady 

H whofe name I hope to infert witi 

many others.— As fo many men of genius 
favour me with their names alfo, I will quarrel 

with Mr. H e, and call him deift, and 

what not, unlefs I have his name too.—- My 

love to Lord W . — Your name, F 

I have put in as a free-will offering of my labours 
—your lift of fubfcribers you will fend — 'tis 
but a crown for fixteen fermons— Dog cheap! 
but I am in queft of honour, not money.- < 
Adieu, adieu,*— ^believe me, dear F , 

Yours truly, 

L. S T E R i^ E. 



LETTER LVIL 
To Mr. W . 

CoxtPould, Mayi'^j 17^5;. 

lT this moment am I fitting in my fmnmer 
houfe with my head and heart full, not of my 
uncle Toby's amours with the widow Wad- 
man, 
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man, but my fermotis — and your letter has 
drawn me out of ^ penfive mood— -the fpirit 
of it fleafeth w^— *but in this folitude, what 
can I tell or write to you but about myfelf— * 
I am glad that you are in love— 'twill cure 
you, at leaft, of the fpleen, which has a bad 
effeft on both man and woman— I myfelf 
muft ever have fome dulcinea in my head- 
it harmonifes the foul — and in ihofe cafes I 
firft endeavour to make the lady believe fo , or 
rather I begin firft to make my felf believe that 
I am in love — but I carry on my affairs quite 
in the French way, fentimentally — ^^ I* amour'* 
fay they, ^riejl rienfant fentiment'^ — Now 
notwitliftanding they make fach a pother about 
the \i^rd , they have no precife idea annex'd 
to it — And fo much for that fame fubjeft called 
love — I muft tell you how I have juft treated 
a French gentleman of Fortune in France, who 
took a liking to my daughter— Without any 
ceremony , having got my dire6lion from my 
wife's banker, he wrote me word that he was 
in love with my daughter, and defured to know 
•whdit fortune I would give her at prefent, and 
how much at my death — by the bye, I thmk 
there was very little fentiment on his fide — 
My anfwer was " Sir, I fliall give her ten 
thoufand pounds the day of marriage — my 
calculation is as follows— ftie is not eighteen, 
you are fixty-two — there goes five thoufand 
K 4 pounds 
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pounds — then Sir, you at leaft think her not 
ugly — flie has many accompliihments , fpeaks 
Italian, French, plays upon the guittar, and 
as I fear you play upon no inftrument what- 
ever, I think you will be happy to take her 
at my terms, for here finiflies the account of 
the ten thoufand pounds"— -I do not fuppofe 
but he will take this as I mean, that is — a flat 
refiifaL-^I have had a parfonage houfe burnt 
down by the carelefsnels of my curate's wife 
•—as foon as I can I muft rebuild it, I trow 
— but I lack the means at prefent— yet I am 
never happier than when I have not a fhilling 
in my pocket— -for when I havct^I can never 
call it my own. Adieu my dear'friendr— • 
may ydu enjoy better health than me, though 
sot better fpirits, for that is impoffible. 



Yours fincerely, 

L. Sterne. 
My compliments to the CoL 

LETTER 



\ 



I 
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LETTER LVIII. 

To Mr. F at Paris. 

Vorkp July 13, 17(^5. 
My dear Sir, 



WROTE fome time in fpring, to beg 
you would favour me with my account. I 
believe you was fet out from Paris , and that 
Mr. Garrick brought the letter with him — 
which poffibly he gave you. In the hurry of 
your bulinefs you might forget the contents 
of it ; and in tlie hurry of mine in town, tho* 
I called once , I could not get to fee you. I 
decamp for Italy in September, and fliall fee 
your face at Paris, you may be fure — but I 
fliall fee it with more pleafure when I am aut 
of debt — which is your own fault, forBecket 
has had money left in his hands for that pur- 

pofe. Do fend Mrs. Sterne her two laft 

volumes of Trifhram; they arrived with your*s 
in fpring , and fhe complains fhe has not got 
them. — My beft fervices to Mr. Panchaud. — I 
am bufy compofing two volumes of fermona 
— they will be printed in September, though 
I fear not time enough to bring them with me. 

Your 



Your name is amongft the lift of a few of my 
honorary fubfcribers— who fubfcribe for love. 
•—If you fee Baron d'Holbach, and Diderot, 
prefent my refpefts to them ^— If the Baron 
wants any Englilh books, he will let me 
know, and I will bring them with m e 
Adieu. 

I am truly your's, 

L. S T E R N E. 



LETTER LIX. 

To Mrs. M— d — ^s. 

CoxiMuld ^ July ii ^ 1^6$. 

X HE firft time I have dipped my pen into 
the ink-horn for this week paft is to write to 
you, and to thank you moft fincerely for your 
kind epilUe-— Will this be a fufficient apology 
for my letting it be ten days upon my table 
without anfwering it-— •I truft it will— ^ I am 
fure my own feelings tell me fo, becaufe I felt 
it impofTible to do any thing that is ungracious 
towards you.— It is not every hour, or day, 
or week of a man's life that is a fit feafon foe 

the 
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the duties of frienclftiip— fentiment is not al- 
ways athand— pride and folly, and what is 
called bufinefs, oftentimes keep it at a diftance 
—and without fentiment, what is friendfliip? 
—a name, a Ihadow!— — But, to prevent a 
mifapplication of this, though why Ihould I 
fear it fromfo kind and gentle a fpirit as your's 
»— you muft know, that by carelefsnefs of my 
curate, or his wife, or his maid, or fome 
one within his gates, the parfonage-houfe at 
Sutton was burnt to the ground, with the fur- 
niture that bdonged to me, and a pretty gooii 
colleftion of books; the lofs three hundred 
and fifty pounds— -The poor man with his wife 
took the wings of the next morning, and fled 
away — 'this has given me real vexation, for 
fo much was my pity and efteem for him, that 
^ 9S foon as I heard of tibis difafter, I fent to 
deiire he would come and take up his abdde 
with me till another habitation was ready to 
receive him^— -but hcJ was gone— and, as I 
am told , through fear of my perfecution.*— • 
Heavens ! how little did he know of me to 
fuppofe I was amoi^ the number of thofe 
wretches that heap misfortune upon misfor- 
tune—and when the load is almoft infupport- 
able, ftill to add to the weight! God, wha 
reads my heart, knows it to be true^— .that I 
wifli rather to fbare, than to encreafe the 
burthen of the miferable»— to dry up, inftead 

of 
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ct adding a fingle dco{xt6 the ftream of forrow, 
•—As for the, dirty trafli of this wc^ld, 1 re- 
gard it npt*— the iqfo of* it does not cpft me a 
fighy.for after all, I may fey With the Spjiiilh 
Gaptfkin, that I am as.good a gentleman as the 
iLing, only not quite fo rich. 
; But to the point: Shall I expedt you here 
thi$ fummer?— *I much wifh that you may 
make it convenient to gratify me in a yifit fof 
a few weeks— -I will give you a roaft fowl 
for your dinner, and a. clean taWe-clcHii eyery 
4ay~and tell you a ftorjr by way of defeit 
f— in the he^t brtbc day wCiA^ill fit in the 
fimde^— arid in the evening the faireft of all 
^ th^ milk-maids who pafe by my gate, fhall 
weaye a garland for yQU.^-^If I fhould not be 
fo fortiinate, contrive to meet me the begin- 
ning of Oftober*^! ftiallftay a fortuighjt after, 
and then feek akindlier climate.— This plaguy 
cough of mine feenis to gain ground/ and will 
bring.me to my grave in fpight of me—- but 
while I have ftrength to run away from it I 
will»— I have been wreftling with it for thefe 
twcinty years paft-^and what with laughter 
and good fpirits, have pcevented its giving me 
at>£sdl— «but my 3Xi3tigam& preiTes clofer than 
ever upon m^— ^nd I have nbthii^ left on my 
fide btttanother jduitoejrabiioad'r— A-propos-"— 
are you for a fdieme of, that fort ? lif nojt , per- 
haps you will acoosipany me as fi^: ^ Dover, 

that 



that we'may laugh togeffier on flieljeachV to 
put Neptune in a good humour before I ernt 
bark— -God blefs you, my dear Madam^--^ 
and believe me ever your^s, /": 

. r ■ ■ . , . 



LETTER LX. \ 



To Mn W-r— ^ 

CoxwouU, December 20,1^^1 

HANKS, my dear X\^— h_ for your 
lettei^— -I aril juft preparing to come and greet 
you and many other friends in town — I hav6 
drained my ink ftandiitr^to the bottom,- and 
after I havepiibliilhed, ffiaH fetmy face, not 
towards Jerufalem, but towards the Alps-—! 
find I muft once more fly from death whilft t 
have ftrength—-! fliall go to Naples and fe^ 
whether the air of that place will not fet thii 
poor frame to rights-^ As to the projeft of 
getting a bear to lead, I think I have enbugk 
to do to govern myfelf^—amd- however profit*, 
able it might be, according to your opinidHi 
I am iure it would be unpleafuraMe-— ^Fc# 
> are 



\ 



14^ 

are the minutes of life, and I do not think'that 
I have any to throw away on any one being, 
w— I Ihail fpend nine or ten months in Italy, 
and call upon my wife and daughter in France 
at my return^— fo ftiall be b^ck by the King's 
birth-day— what a projeft!— and now my 
dear fiiend am I going to York, not for the 
fake of Ibciety— -nor to walk by the fide of 
the muddy Oufe, but to recruit myfelf of the 
moft violent fpitting of blood that ever mortal 
man experienced; becaufe I had rather, in 
cafe 'tis ordained fo , die there, than in a poft- 
chaife on the roadi— -If the amour of my uncle 
Toby do not pleafe you, I am miftaken*— * 
and fo with a droll ftory I will finifh this let- 
ten— A fenfible friend of mine, with whoni 
not long ago , I fpent fome hours in conver- 
iation, met an apothecary, an acquaintance 
of ours,— the latter alked him how he did? 
why, ill, very ill — I have been withSteme, 
who has given me fuch a dofe of Aitic fait 
that I am in a fever— Attic fait, Sir, Attic 
fait! I have Glauber falt>— I have Epfom fait 
in my fliop, &c.—- -Oh! I fuppofe 'tis fome 
French fali>-— I wonder you would truft his 
report of the medicine, he cares not what he 
takes himfelf— -I faircy I fee you fmile — I 
long to be able to be in London, and embrace 
my friends there^^-^and ftiall enjoy myfelf a 
week or ten days at Paris with my friends, 

parti- 
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particularly the Baron d'Hdlbach , and the reft 
of the joyous fet — As to the females— -nd I 
will not fay a word about them*— only I hate 
borrowed charafters taken up, as a woman 
does her Ihift, for the purpofe flie intends to 
effectuate. Adieu, adieu?— I am yours whilft 

L. Sterne* 



LETTER LXr. 
To Mr. F J at Paris. 

London y OQobtrT^ ly^j. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



T is a terrible thing to be in Paris without 
a perriwig to a man's head ! In feven days 
from the date of this, I fliould be in that cafe, 
unlefs you tell your neighbour Madame Re- 
quiere to get her hon^ mart de me fair e une 
-peruque hhourfc^ aumieux — c'efta dire — 
une la plus extraordinaire*-^ la plufjolie*-^ 
la plus gentiUe—^et la plus-^ 

•■^Mais qu' import e? jai Vhonn^r d'etre 
grand critique — et bien difficile encore dans 
let affaires de peruques-^^znd in ,qne word 
that he g^ts it done in five days after notice— 

I beg 



f 



H8 

I beg pardon for this liberty, my dear 
fiietid , and for the trouble of forwarding this 
by the very next poft.— If my friend Mr. F 
is in Paris— my kind love to him and refpefts 
to all others— in iad hafte— . 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne. 

I have paid into Mr. Becket's hands fix hun- 
dred pounds, which you may draw upon at 
light, according as either Mrs. S " ■ or my- 
felf make it expedient 



LETTER LXII. 
To Mr. P — — at Paris. 

Beau Pont Voijtn^ November t^ ij6s. 
Dear Sir; 



I 



F R G T to defire you to forward what- 
ever letters came to your hand to your banker 
at Rome , to wait for me againft I get there, 
as it is ulteertainhow long I may ftay at Turin, 
&c. &c. at prefent I am held prifpner in this 

town 
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town by the fudden fwelling of two pitiful 
rivulets jfrom the fnows melting on the Alps^-— 
fo that we cannot either advance to them, or 
retire back again to Lyons— for how long the 
gentlemen who are my fellow-travellers, and 
myfelf, fliall languiih in this ftate of vexatious 
captivity, heaven and earth furely know, ^or 
it rains as if they were coming together to 
fettle the matter. — I had an agreeable journey 
to Lyons, and a joyous time there; dining 
and fupping every day at the commandant'&^-^ 

Lord F. W - I left there, and about a 

dozen Englifli— If you fee lord Offory, lord 
William Gordon, and my friend Mr. Crawfurd, 
remember me to them — if Wilkes is at Paris 
yet, I fend him all kind wifties— • prefent my 
compliments as well as thanks to my good 
friend MifsP* — — , and believe me , dear Sir, 
with all truth, yours, 



L. Sterns. 



Voi^.n. L LETTER 



LETTER LXIII. 

To the fame. 

Turin, November 15, 17 6$, 
Dear Sir, ^ 

xV F T E R many difficulties I have got here 
fafe and founds— though eight days in paiTing 
the mountains of Savoy.-— I am ftopped here? 
for ten days by the whole country betwixt 
here and Milan being laid under water by con- 
tinual rains— ^ but I am very happy, and have 
found my way into a dozen houfes already*—* 
Tomorrow I am to be prefented to the King, 
and when that ceremony is over, I fliall have 
my hands full of engagements. — No Englijih 
here butSirJamesMacdbnald who meets with 
much refpeft, and Mr. Ogilby. We are all 
together, and ftiall depart in peace together— 
My kind fervices to all >— pray forward the 
inclofed ^ 

Yours moft truly, 

L. Sterne. 

" LETTER 



I 



If I 

L E T T E R LXIV; 

To the fame. 

Turin i November 2Z 9 il^S* 
Dear Sir, 



AM juft leaving this place with Sir James 
Macdonald for Mflan, &c.—- "We have fpent a 
joyous fortnight here, and met with 2XL kinds 
of honours — and with regret do we both bid 
adieu — but health on my fide— -and good fenfe 
on his^— fay 'tis better to be at Rome— you 
fay at Paris— -but you put variety out of the 
queftion.*— I intreat you to forward the in- 
clofed to Mrs. Sterne*— My compliments to all 
friends, more particularly to thofe I moft 

value, that includes Mr. F if he is at 

Paris. 

I am yours moft truly, 
c) L. Sterne. 



L % LETTER 



I?» 



I 



LETTER LXV. 

To the fame. 

Florence , December i g , 176$^ 
Dear Si Ry 



HAVE been a month paffing the plains 
of Lombardy— ftoppmg in my way at Milan, 
Parma, Placenza, and Bologna. — ^with weather 
as delicious as a kindly April in England , and 
have been three days in croifing a part of the 
Apennines covered with thick fhow« — Sad 
tranfition! — I ftay here three days to dine 

with our Plenipo Lords T- d and C ^r, 

and in five days fhall tread the Vatican and be 
introduced to all the Saints in the Pantheon. 
^— I ftay but fourteen days to pay thefe civi- 
lities, and then decamp for Naples.^ — Pray 
fend the inclofed to my wife, and Becket's 
letter to London. 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXVL 

To Mifs S -. 

Naples^ February 3, 1^66. 
My D:feAR Girl, 

JL OUR letter, my Lydia, has made me 
bbth laugh and cry— Sorry am I that you are 
both fo aflUfted with the ague, and by all 
means I wifli you both to fly from Tours, be- 
caufe I remember it is fituated between two 
rivers, la Loire, and le Cher— • which muft 
occafionfogs, and damp unwholefome weather 
-—therefore for the fame reafon go not to 
Bourges en Breffe— *'tis as vile a place for 
agues.. — -I find myfelf infinitely better than I 
was— -and hope to have added at leaft ten 
years to my life by this journey to Italy— 
the climate is heavenly, and I find new prin- 
ciples of health in me , which I have been 
long a ftranger to«— -but truft me , my Lydia, 
I will find you out wherever you are, in May. 
Therefore I beg you to direft to me at Bel- 
loni's at Rome, that I may have fome idea 
where you will be then.— -The account you 

give me of Mrs. C is truly amiable, I 

L 3 ftiall 



fliall ever honour hei^— Mr.C is a divert- 
ing companion— what he faid of your little 
French admirer was truly drc^k—the.Marquis 

de is an impoftor, anil not worthy of 

your acquaintance— • he only pretended to 
know me, to get introduced to your mother 
—•I defire you will get your mother to write 
to Mr. C — — that I may difcharge every 
debt, and then my Lydia, if I live, the pro- 
duce of my pen fhall be yours— -If fate j-e- 
ferves me not that— the humane and good, 
part for thy father's fake, part for JJiy own, 
will never abandon thee!— If your mother's 
health will permit her to return with me to 
England, your fummers I will render as agree- 
able as I can at Co^would-7*your winters at 
York^-— you know my publications call me to 

London.— If Mr. and Mrs, C- are ftill at 

Tours , thank them from me for their cordia- 
lity to my wife and daughter. I have purchafed 
you fome little trifles, which I fliall give you 
when we meet, as proofs of affeftion from 

Your fond father, 

L. S T E R N E. 



LETTER 



LETTER LXVII. 

To Mr. F at Fans. 

Naples, February S, ij66. 
Dear Sir, 



I 



DESIRE Mrs. S may have what 

cafli ftie wants— —if Ihe has not received it be- 
fore now: Ihe fends me word Ihe has been in 
want df cafli thefe thr^e weeks— be fo kind 
as to prevent this ^neafinefs: to her— r which 
is doubly fo to me.« — •! have made very little 
ufe of your letters of credit, haying fince I 
left Paris taken up no more money than about 
fifty Louis at Turin, as much at Rome— and 
afe'vv' ducats here— r«pid as I now travel froni 
hence to Rome, Venice, through Vienna to 
Berlin., &c. with, a gentleman of fortune, I 
ftiall draw for little. ;iiore till my return — fo 
you will have always enough to fpare for my 
'w^jIfe.—^The beginning of March be fo kind as 
to let her have a hundred pounds to begin her 
year with.— 

There are a good many Englifli here, very 

few in Rome, or other parts of Italy.— The 

air/of Naples agrees very well with |ne*— I 

V ; L 4 ' 0iall 
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fliall return fat — my friendfhip to all who 
honour me with theirs— ^Adieu my dear friend 
•—I am ever yours, 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LXVIIL 
To J. H. S , Efq. 



Mt dear 




February j, i7<S^. 



T. 



I S an age fince I have heard from you 
•—but as I read the London Chronicle, and 
find no tidings of your death , or that you are 
even at the point of it, I take it, as I wilh it, 
that you have got over thus much of the winter 
free from the damps, both of climate and fpirits, 
and here I am, as happy as a king after all, 
gtowing fat, fleek, and well liking— -not im- 
proving in ftature , but in breadth. — W^ have 
a joUy carnival of it — nothing but operas-^ 
Punchinellos— -feftinos and mafquerades — We, 
that is nouf autres^ are all drefling out for one 
this night at the Princefs Francavivalla, which 
is to be fuperb.— ^The Engliflbt dine with her, 

exclufive. 



exclulive, and fo mvtch (of fmall chat»-^xcept 
that I faw a little comedy afted laft week 
with more expreffion and fpirit, and traecha- 
rafter than I fliall fee one haftily again.— •! 
ftay here till the holy week, which I ftiall 
pafs at Rome, where I bccupy mjrfelf a month 
— My plan was to have gone from therice for 
a fortnight to Florence— and then by Leghorn 
to MarfeiUes direftly home — but am diverted 
from this by the repeated prdpofals of accom« 
panying a gentleman, who is returning by 
Venice, Vienna, Saxony, Berlin, and fo by 
the Spaw, and thence through HoHaiid to 
England— 'tis with Mr. E— I have known 
him thefe three years, and have been with him 
ever fince I reached Rome ; and as I know him 
to be a good hearted- young gentleman, I have 
no doubt of making it anfwer both his views 
and mine— at leafl: I am perfuaded we fliall 
return home together, as we iet out, with 
friendfliip and good will. — ► Write your next 
letter to me at Rome , and do me the follow- 
ing favour if it lies in your way, which I 
think it does — to get me a letter of recom- 
mendation to our ambaflador, Lord Stormont 
at Vienna, I have not the honour to be known 

to his lordftiip, but Lords P or H , 

or twenty you better know, would write a 
certificate for me, importing that I am not 
fellen out of the clouds. If this will coft my 

f coufin 
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coufin little trouble, do inclofe it in your next 
letter to me at Belloni,*— You have left Skel- 
ton I trow a month , and I fear have had a 
mofl: iharp winter , if one may judge of it from 
the feverity of the weather here, and all over 
Italy, which exceeded any thing known till 
widiin thefe three weeks here, that th^ fun 
has been as hot as we could bear it*-^Give 
my kind fervices, to my friends-— efpecially 
to the houfhold of faiths— my dear Garland—- 
to Gilbert-r— to the worthy Colonel— to Car- 
dinal S ■ , to my fellow labourer Panta- 
gruel— 'dear coufin Antony, receive my kindeft 
love and wifhes. 



Yours affeftionately, 



L. Sterne. 

' P. S. Upon fecond thongbts, direft your 
next to me at Mr. W banker at Venice. 



LETTER 



I 
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L E T T E R LXIX. 

To Mr. p.— u- at, Paris* 

NapUSf February i^ J 1766. 
D £ A R S I R^ . 



WROTE laft week to you, to defire you 

would let Mrs. S have what money flie 

wanted-— it may happen as that letter went 
inclofed in one to her at Tours , that you will 
receive this £rfl:— -I have made little ufe of 
your letters of credit, as you will fee by that: 
letter, nor fhall I want mudi, if any, till you 
fee me , as I travel now in company with « 
gentleman — however as we return by Venice, 
Vienna, Berlin, &c, to the Spaw, I ftiould 
be glad if you will draw me a letter of credit 
upon fome one at Venice, to the Extent of 
fifty louis — but I am perfuaded I ftiall not 
want half of them — however in cafe of fick- 
nefs or accidents, one woidd not go fo long a 
rout without money in one's pocket— •The 
bankers here are not fo confcientious as my 

friend? they would make me pay twelve 

per cent, if I was to get a letter here. — I beg 
your letters, &c. may be inclofed to Mr. Wat- 

)bn 
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fon at Venice— where we Ihall be in the 
Afcenfion. — I have received much benefit from 
the air of Naples— bat quit it to be at Rome 
before the holy week, — There are about five 
and twenty EngUih here? — but moft of them 
will be decamp'd in two months — there are 
fcarcf a third of the number at Rome— I fup- 
pofe therefore that Paris is full— my warmeft 
wiflies attend you— -with my love to Mr. 
F and compliments to aU— I am, dear 

Sir, very faithfolly, 

" Yours, 

Sir }ames Macdonaid is in the houfe with 
me, and is juft recovering a long and moft 
cruel fit of the rheumatifin. ' 



LETTER LXX. 

To J. H. S , Efq. 

May 2$y near Dijon. 



t) E A R A N T O N V, 



M- 



.V" defire of feeing both my wife and girl 
has turn'd me out of my road towards a de- 
licious Chateau of the Countefs of M , 

where 
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where I have been patriarehing it thefe fevem 
days with her ladyfhip , and half a dozen of 
very handfome and agreeable iadies»<-^her 
ladyihip has the beft of hearts — a valuable 
prefent not given to every one.*— To morrow, 
with regret, I fhall qpit this agreeable circle, 
and poft it night and day to Paris, where I 
ftiall arrive in two days, and juft wind m3rfelf 
up, when I am there, enough to roll on to 
Calais— -fo I hope to fup with you the king's 
birth day , according to a plan of fixteen days 
ftanding. — Never man has been fiich a wild- 
goofe chace after a wife as I have been — ^after 
having fought her in five or fix different towns, 
I found her at lafl: in Franche Comtc—^Voov 
woman! ftie was very cordial , &c. and begs 
to fl:ay another year or fo— my Lydia pleafes 
me much— I found her greatly improved in 
every thing I wifli'd her — I am mofl: unac- 
countably well, and moft accountably nonfen- 
fical*— 'tis at leaft a proof of good fpirits, 
which is a fign and token given me in thefe 
latter days that I muft take up again the pen. 
— ^In faith I think I fliall die with it in my 
hand, but I fliall live thefe ten years, my An- 
tony, notwithftanding the fears of my wife, 
whom I left moft melancholy on that account: 
¥-^This is a delicious part of the world; moft 
celeftial weather, and we lie all day, without 
damps, upon the grafo-^nand that is the whole 

of 
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of it, except the iimer man, for her ladylhip 
is not ftingy of her wine, is infph*ed twice a 
day with the beft Bm^undy that grows upon 
the mountains, which terminate our lands here. 
-—Surely you will not have decamp'd to Crazy 
Caftle before I reach town. — The fummerhere 
is fet in good eameft— - 'tis more than we can 
fay for Yorkfliire— I hope to hear a good tale 
of your alum works—- have you no other 
works in hand? I do not expeft to hear from 
you, fo God profper you— and all your un- 
dertakingsjN-^I am, my dear coufin, 

Moft affeftionately yovrs, 

L. Stjerne. 

Remember me to Mr. G— , Cardinal 
S , the Col. &C..&C. &c. 

LET T IE R LXXL 

To Mr. P- at Paris. 

York, Jutte2S, tjCC. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



WROTE laft week to Mr. Becket to 
difcharge the balance due to you — and I 
have received a letter from him telling me, 
that if you will draw upon him for one hun- 
dred 
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dred and fixty pounds, he will punftually 
pay it to yt)ur order— fo fend the draughts. 

when you pleafe— Mrs. S- writes me 

word, flie wants fifty pounds^ — which I de^ 
fire you will let her have^-*! will take care 
to remit it to your correfpondent- — I have 
fiich an entire confidence in my wife, that flie 
fpends as little as file can, though fiie Is con- 
fined to no particular fum— 'her expences will 
not exceed three hundred pounds a year, un- 
lefs by ill health, or a journey— and I am 
very willing flie fliould have it— • and you 
may rely, in cafe it ever happens that flie 
fliould draw for fifty or a hundred pounds 
ex^ordinary , that it and every demand {ba\\ 
be punftually paid— and with proper thanks; 
and for this the whole Sharidean family are 
ready to ftand fecurity.' — ^'Tis impoflible to tell 
you how forry I was that my affairs hurried 
me fo quick through Paris, as to deprive me 
of feeing my old fi-iend Mr. F — — and of the 
pleafure 1 propofed in being made known ta 
his better half— but I have a probability of 
feeing him this winter.— * Adieu dear Sir, and 
believe me 

Moft cordially yours, 

L. Sternk. 

P. S. Mrs. 
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p. S, Mrs, S ^ is going to Chalon, but 

your letter will find her I believe at Avignon 
— -ftie is very poorly— —and my daughter 
"writes to me with fad grief of heart that ihe 
is worfe« 



LETTER LXXIL 

To Mr. S . 

Coxwould, yuly 23, 1166. 
Dear Sir, 



Oi 



^NE might be led to thmk that there is a 
fatality regarding us—we make appointments 
to meet, and for thefe two years have not 
feen each others face but twice— we muft 
try, and do better for the future— having 

fought you with more zeal, than C fought 

the Lord, in order to deliver you the books 
you bad me purchafe for you at Paris— I was 
jforced to pay carriage for them from London 
down to York — but as I ftiall neither charge 
you the books nor the carriage*— 'tis not worth 
talking about — Never man, my dear Sir, has 
had a more agreeable tour than your Yorick — 
and at prefent I am in my peaceful retreat, 
writing the ninth volume of Triftram*— I ftiali 

publifli 
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publifti but one this year, and the next I jihall 
b^gin a new work of four volumes, which 
when finilh'd, I fhali continue Triftram with 
frefli fpirit.*— *What a difference of fcenehere! 
But with a difpofitioii to be happy, 'ti$ neither 
this place, nor f other that renders us tiie re* 
verfe.*— In ihort each man's happinefs depends 
upon himfelf— <he is a fool if he does not en* 
joy it 

What are you about, dear S ? Give 

me fome account of your pleafures-r— you had 
better come to nie for a fortnight, and I will 
fliew, or give you, if needful, a pradlical 
dofe of my philofophy; but I hope you do not 
want it— if you did— 'twould be the office 
of a friend to give it— Will not even our races 
tempt you? You fee I iife all arguments^— 
Believe me yours moft truly, 

L. Sterns, 



LETTER LXXIIL 

To Mr. P at Paris. 

Coxvpoulifj September ai, ty66. 
My dear Friend, 



I 



F Mrs. S Ihould draw upon you for 

fifky louis d'ors, be fo kind as to remit her the 

money— apd pray be fo good as not to draw 

Vol.. 11. M upon 



l66 

upon Mr. Becket for it, as he owes me no- 
thing, but favour me with the draught, which 

I will pay to Mr, Selwin. —A yourtg noble- 

inan is now negociating a jaunt with me 
for fix weeks, about Chriftmas, to the Fatix- 
boui^de St. Germain—-! Ihould like much to 
be with you for £6 long — and if my wife 
fiiould grow worfe, having Had a very poor 
account of her in my daughter's laft, I cannot 
think of her being without me— and however 
expenfive^e journey would be, I would fly 
to Avignon to adminifter confolation to both 
her and < my poor girl— ^ Wherever I am, be- 
lieve me 



Dear Sir, yours. 



L. Sterna. 

My kind compliments to Mr. F- ': tho* 

I have not the honour of knowing his rib, I 
fee no reafon why I may not prefent all due 
refpefts to the better half of fo old a friend, 
which! do by thefe prefents — with my friend- 
lieft wiflies to Mifs P— . ' * 



LETTER 



N 



I 
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LETT E R LXXIV, 
To Mr. F at Paris. 

Coxtpouldf OS, 25* , 1766. 
My dear F— — • 



DESIRED you would be fo good as tp 
remit to IJIrs, S — ^-r fifty louis, a i^cmth ago 
•r-I dare fay you have done it — but her illnefs 
pauft have coft her a good deal — therefore 
having paid the laft fifty pounds into Mr. Sel- 
win's hands, I beg you to fend her thirty 
guineas more— for which I fend a bank bill to 
Mr.Beck^ by this poft— but furely bad I iiot 
done fo, you would not ftick at it— -for be 

aifured, my dear F- that the jGurft Lord 

of the Treafury is neither more able or more 
willing^ nor perhaps half fo punftual, in re- 
paying with honour all I ever can be in your 
books.-— My dai^hter lays her mother is very 
ill— -and I fear going,. fsift down by all ac- 
counts "-r— 'tis melancholy in her fituation to 
want any aid that is in my power to give*^ 
do write to her— • and believe mejp with all 
compliments to your Hotel, / . '^ 

Yours very truly^ 

L. Stehne. 
M % LETTER 



i6g 
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LETTER LXXV. 

To the fame. 

Farkf Novfmter 2$ f ij66. 
Dear Sir, 



JUST received yours— and am glad that 
the balance of accounts is ttow paid to you-—* 
Thus far all goes well — I have received a let^ 
ter from my daughter with the pleafing tidings 
that flie thinks her miother out of danger—* 
and that the air of the country is delightful,' 
excepting the winds, but the defcription of 
the Chateau my wife has hired is really pretty 
i— on the fide of the Fountain of Vauclufe— - 
with feven rooms of a floor, half furniflied 
with t^peftry, half with blue taffety^ the per- 
miflion to fifh, and to have game; fo many 
partridges a w'eek, &c. and the price*— .guefe! 
Ex teen guineas a year— there's for you P » 
—about the latter end of next month my wife 
Will have dctafion for a hundred guineas'-^ 
and priiy be fo good, my dear fir, as to give 
orders tfiat fliemaynotbedifappointed — fheiA 
going to Ipend the Carpival at Marfeilles at 
Chriftnia&— I fliall be in London by Chriftmas 
Week,^ and then ihall balance this remittance 

to 

.: '\ /T.I 1 : ; 
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to Mrs. S — ^— wilJi Mr. S — :t— ^^— I am going 
t6 ly in of another child of the Shandaick pro- 
Creation, iA town-- •! hope you wifti ^le ai 

fafe delivery— -I fiear my friend Mr. F — 

will have left town before I get there^^r- Adieu 
dear Sir — Iwilh you every thing in this world 
which will do you good ^ for I am with un- 
feigned truth, / 



Yours, 



L. Sterns. 



Make my compliments acceptable to the 
good and worthy Baron d'Holbach— Mifs 
p &c. &c. 



L E T TEH, LJCXVI. 
To Mr. P ^ at Paris. 

London y February 13, 17^7^ 
Dear P , 

X PAID yejfterday, by Mr. Becket, a hun- 
dred guineas , or pounds I forget which , to 
Mr. Sdwin— But you mi;ift remit to JMrs. 
• S^ '-' ' ' at MarfeiUes a hundred louis before 
jthe leaves that place, which will be in lefe 
M 3 than 
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than three weeks* Have you got the nTtith 
volume of Shandy?— *'tis liked the beflf of alt 
here.-^— I am going to pnhUfli a Sentunental 
Journey through France and Italy— ^the under- 
taking is protefted and highly encouraged by 
all our noblefle— 'tis fubfcribed for, at a great 
rate— ^'twill be an original— in large quarto-— • 
the fubfcription half a guinea— -If you can pro* 
cure me the honour of a few names of men of 
fcience, orfaftiion, I Ihall thank you— they 
will appear in good company, as all the nobi- 
lity l^re almoft have honoured nie with their 
names.— -My kindeft remembrance to Mr. 
F refpefts to Baron d'Hoibach, and be- 
lieve me ever ever yours, 

L. Sternbt. 

LET T E R" L^XVa 

Tq Mi& S— ^/ 

Old Bond'Jlreet f February 23, 1767. 

XJLND fo, my Lydia! thy mother and thy- 
felf are returning back .again from JVtarfelUgs 
to the banks of the Sorgue— -and there thou 
•Wilt fit and fiflifor trouts — ^I enVy you.the 
fweet ikuation.>-t-Petrarch's totnb I- IhouW 
^ike to pay a fentimenta^vifit to»-H ^r-ther0u;a- 
i ■ ;/, tain 
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taiA df Vauclufe; by thy d(efcription^ muft be 
delightful— •! am alfo much pleafed with the 
account you give me of the Abbe de Sade— ^ 
you find great comfort in fuch a neighbour-— 
I am glad he is fo good as to correft thy trans- 
lation of my Sermons— dear girl go on, and 
make me a prefent of thy work- — but why 
Hot the Houfe of Mourning? 'ds one of the 
beft. I long to receive the life of Petrarch, 
and hi3 Laura, by your Abbe, but I am out 
of all patience, witii. the anfwer the Marquis 
made the Abbe— 'twas truly cparfe, and I 
wonder h^ bore it with any chriftian patience 
>-rBut to the fubjeft of your letter*— • I do not 
wiQi to know who was the bufy fool, who 
made your mother uneafy about Mrs. 7— — • 
*tis true I have a friendfliip; for h^r, but not to 
infatuation— 'I beHeve I have judgmentenough 
to difcern hers, and every woman's faults. I 
honour thy mother for her anfwer^— "that Ihe 
wiihed not to be informed, and begged him 
to drop the fabiea.7-^Why do you fay that 
your: mother wants money? — whilft I have a, 
ihilling, fliallyov^ pot both have ninie^pence 
out of it?" — ^I diin^yif I have my enjoyments, 
I ought not to gru4ge you y ours,?— I flaall pot 
begin my Sentipaenfal Journey till I get to 
Coxwould^T-- 1 have laid a plan for fomething 
new, qujite out of the beatwi tpack.*^— I wifh 
I had you with me— an4 I would introduce 
M 4 you 



yoii to one of the mod: amiable and gentleft of 
beings, whom I have juft been with— not 

Mrs. — -, but a Mrs. J the wife of as 

worthy a man as I ever met with-^ I efteem 
them both. He poffeiTes every manly virtue 
•—honour and bravery are his charafterifticks, 
which have diftinguiihed him nobly in feveral 
inftances — I ftiall make you better acquainted 
with his charafter, by fending Orme'sHiftory, 
with the books you defired— and it is well 
worth your reading; for Orme is an elegant 
writer, and a juft one ; he pays no man a com- 
pliment at the expence of truth. — Mrs. J 
is kind— and friendly — of a fentimental turn 
of mind— and fo fweet a difpofition, that flie 
is too good for the world fhe lives in^-Juft 
God! if all were like her, what a life would 
this be!— Heaven, my Lydia, for fome wife 
purpofe has created different beings— I wilh 
my dear child knew her^— thou art worthy of 
her friendfhip, and Ihe already loves thee; 
for I fometimes tell her what I feel for thee* 
•—This is a long letter— write foon, and never 
let your letters be ftudied one^s*—^ write natu- 
rally, and then you will write well.— -I hope 
your mother has got quite well of her ague 
— I have fent her fome of Huxham's tin6hire 
of the Bark. I will order you a guittar fince 
the other is broke. Believe me, i!ny Lydia, 
that I am yours affeOionately, 

L. Sterne. 
LETTER 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

To Mr. P— — at Paris. 

London f February 27, 1767. 
Dear Sir, 



M 



.Y Daughter begs a prefent of me, and 
you muft know I can deny her nothing — It 
muft be ftrung with cat-gut, and of five chords 
^— yf chianta in Italiano la chit era di cinque 
corde'—fhe cannot get fiich a thing at Mar- 
feilles— at Paris one may have every thing-— 
Will you be fo good to my girl as to make 
her happy in this affair, by gettirig fome miu 
fical body to buy one, and fend it her to 
Avignon direfted to Monfieur Telle? — I wrote 

laft Week to defire you would remit Mrs. S • 

a hundred louis— 'twill be all, except the 
guittar, I Ihall owe you— fend me your ac- 
count, and I will pay •Mr.Selwin^-^dire&^to 
me at Mr. Becket's-^^all kind refpefts to my 
friend Mr. F*- — and your fiiler. 

Yours cotdially, 

L. S T X R N K. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

To D. G Efq. 

Tburfdayf Eleven o' Clock — Night. 
Dear Sir, 

X WAS for all the world like a cut aoroft 
my finger with a fharp pen-knife.— I faw the 
hlood — gave it a fuck— -wrapt it up — and 
thought no more about it. 

But there is more go^s to tjie healing of a 
wound than this comes to: — a wound, unlefs 
'tis a wound not worth talking of, but by the 
bye mine is, muft give you fome pain after.— ^ 
Nature will take her own way with it^ — it 
•muft, ferment — it muft digeft. 
' The ftory you told me of Triftram's pre- 
tended, tutor, this morning — My letter by 
•right ihould have fet out with this fentence, 
and tb^i the fimile would not have kept you 
a moment in fufpepce. 

, This vile ftory, I fay — though J then ikw 
both how, apd where itwpunded— I felt little 
from it at firft^ — or, to fpeak more honeftly, 
though it ruins my finiiie , I felt a great deal 
of pain from it, but aflfefted an air ufual on 
fuchaaciddnts, of lefs feeling than I had. 

I have now got home to my lodgings fince 
^tjre play, you aftoniflied me in it, and have 

been 
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been ti|iw«S)pfng thls^felf-fame wound of mine, 
and fliaking my head over it this half hqur. 

Whftt the devil!— ^ is there no one levied 
blockhead throughqxit . the many fchools of 
mifapplied fcience in the Chrifti^ World, to 
make a tutor of for my Triftram? — £^ quovis 
ligno nan fit.-^Axe we fo run out qf ftock, 
that there is no one lumber-headed, n^uddle- 
headed, mortar-headed, puddir^-headed ri&^/> 
amongft our doftors? — Is there no one fingle 
wight of njiuch readii^ and pole JM^ningamqngft 
the many children m my motherU.vsxckvyj 
who bid high fpr this charge— ^-b^t I muft dif- 

able my judgment by chdoflngtaW ^n? 

Vengeance! have I fo Jittl^ concern for the 
honour of my hero ! — Am I a wretch fo void 
of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling for the figure 
he is to make in ftory , that I ftiould chufe a 
praeceptor to rob him of all the immortality I 

intended him? 0! dear Mr. G . 

Malice is ingenious— ^unlefs where the ex- 
cefs of it outwits itfelf~I have two comfbirts 
in this ftroke of it;— • the firft is, that this one 
is partly of this kind; and fecondly , that it is 
one of the number of thofe which fo unfairly 
brought poorYorickto his^ave. — ^The report 
might draw blood of the author of Triflxam 
Shandy— but could not harm fach a man as 
the author of the Divine Legation — God blefs 
him! though, by the bye, and according to 

the 
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the nataral tonrte of defcents, lihe biefibg 
ihould come from him to me. 

Pray have you no intereft, lateral of colla^ 
teraly to get me introduced to his Lordfhip? 

Why do you afk? 

My dear Sir, I have no claim to fuch an 
honour, but what arifes from the honour and 
refpeft which in the progrefs 6f my work 
will be ftiewn the world I owe to fo great a 
man. 

Whilft I am talking of owing — ^I wifti , my 
dear Sir, that any body would tell you, how 
much I am indebted to you. — I am deter* 
mined never to da it myfelf, or fay more upon 
the fubj^ than this, that I am yours. 



L, Sterns. 
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ii E T T E R LXX}^ 

To Mi& S^^ — . ' 



A::-'\ 



' Bdftd Street , April 9, 1^767! 

X HIS letter, my dearLydia, willdateeft 
thy good heart, for from the beguming tho\i 
wilt perceive no entertaining iBrokes of huixMHil; 
in it— I cannot be : cheatfbl when a diouland 
melancholy, ideas furround mj&— *I hav^ met 
with a iofs of near fifty pounds , which I w«i$ 
taken in for an extfaor^oary manti^r-r— but 
what4s that lofe in comparifbn. of oqe I day 
experience?— Friend0iipJs the balm and, cor- 
dial of life., and without it, 'tis a heavy load 
not worth fuftaining. — •! am unhappy— -thy 
mother ^d thyfelf at ^ diflwce from me', and 
what can compenfate for fuch a deffitution?— 
For. God'g fake perfuade her to come and fix 
in'iSngland, for life is too . fhort to wafte in 
fepar^tion' — -and whilft Jhe lives in one coun- 
try,, and I in another, many people will fup- 
po(fe it pcQceeds from choice*-— befides I >yant 
thee near .met^ thpu child. and darling of. my 
Vol. III. ^ heart! 
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heart!-—! am in a melancholy mood^ and my 
Lydia's eyes will fmart with weeping when I 
tell her the caufe that now afTefts me.^— I am 
apprehenfive the dear friend I mentioned in my 
laft letter is going into a decline — ^I was with 
her two days ago, ^nd I never beheld a being 
fo alter'd — -Ihe has a tender frame, and looks 
like a drooping lily, fcr the rofes are fled from 
her cheeks — I can never fee or talk to this 
inf:Qrpparablc woman without burfting into 
tears — 1 have a thoufand obligations to her^ 
atid I oWe her tnore tfian her whole fex, if 
not ail the world put together.— She has a 
ddicacy in her way of dunking that few pot 
fefs— our converiations are of the moft in- 
tferefting nature^ arid ftje talks to me of qpiu 
ting this world with more compofiire than 
others* think of living in it,— -I have wrote an 
iBpitaph, of which I fend thee a copy.-— 'Tis 
expreflive of her modeft worth— -but may 
heav'n reftore her I and may flie live to write 

Columns y and Jaho^r'd urns tut vainly Jhew^ 
. An idle fiene of decorated woe. 
The fweet companion^ and the friend finceri^ 
Need no fnechanic help to force the tear, 
Ini heart felt numhers^ never meant tojkine 
^TwiU flow eternal i>\r a hearfe like thine; 
' Twill flow^ whilft gentle goodnefs has mefrUnd^ 
Qr kindred tempers bao$ alitor tohnd: 

/Say 



Say «fl *fet is ISnd <fi me to thy mother; 
and befieve <ne iHT-LyAa, that I Idve tiiee 
jm^ ttdly-^Sb adifeii^-^I am ^hat I ev^r was> 
atrti>lk)pi^,ev^ ifedlbe, thy 

• '• ^ ^ • Afeftionate Fas&er, 

ik§ t6 ^r. w.*-*^ -by yoiw defcfiptioB he id 
klkt fotol: i beg yoto^iM not give up yeur 
tlfifte 1^ ftidh a b^ng^ S^hd me fi^e- >t/»o»/ 
^dwr /W «sf^«f— ith6t6 ftrte none good h^e. 



L E T T E,^- LXXXL 

To Mr. and Mrs. J . 

■ ^ 'idia Bond^reet , April a i, 1 7^7. 



I 



AM fincerely affefted, my dear Mr. and 

Mrs. J by your friendly enquiry, and the 

intereft you ai;e fo good to take in my health, 
tiod* knows 1 am not able to give a good ac- 
count of myfelf , having paffed a bad night in 
much feverifh agitation.— My phy^cian or- 
dered me to bed, and to keep therein 'till fome 
favourable change — I fell ill the moment I got 
to mj^ lodgings— he fays it is owing to my 
51 i ! Tw : N taking 
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taking James's Powder, fi^ venturing out on 
fo cold a day as Sunday — but he is miftaken, 
for I am certain whatever bewrs that name muft 
have efficacy with me— J was bled yefterday, 
and again to day , and have been almoft dead, 
but this friendly enquiry from Gerrard-ftreet 
has poured balm into what blood I have left — 
I hope ftill, and next to the fenfe of what I 
owe my friends, it fliall be the laft pleafurable 
fenfation I will part with-— if I continue m^nd- 
ing, it will yet be fome tim,e before I IhaU 
have ftrength enough to get out in a carriage 
— my firft vifit will be a vifit of true.gratit 
tude — I leave my kind friends to guefs where 
— a thoufand bleiltngs go along with this, and 
may heaven preferve you both*— Adieu my 
dear fir, and dear lady. 

I am your ever obliged^ 

T 

• .••-■. 1 

L. Stskne. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

To the Earl of . 

Old Boitd-fireetf May I9 1767. 
My Lord, 



WAS yefterday taking leave of all the 
town, with an intention of leaving it this day, 
but I am detained by the kindnefs of lord and 

lady S , who have made a party to dine 

and fup on my accowit— ^I am impatient to 
fet out for my folitude, for there the mind 
gains ilrength, and learns to lean upon herfelf 
—In the world it feeks or accepts of a few 
treacherous fupports — the feigned compaflion 
of one— the flattery of a fecond— the civilities 
of a third — the frieVidlhip of a fourth— they 
all deceive, and bring the mind back to where 
mine is retreating, to retirement, refleftion, 
and books. My departure is fixed for to-morrow 
morning, but I could not think of quitting a 
place where I have received fuch numberlefs 
aind unmerited civilities from your lordfhip, 
without returning my moft grateful thanks, as 
well as my hearty acknowledgments for your 
friendly enquiry from Bath. lUnefs, my lord, 
has occafioned my fiience — Death knocked at 
my door, but I would not a^mit him — the 
N J* call 
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call was both unexpefted and unpleafant*— • 
and I am ferioufly worn down to a ftiadow^-* 
and ftill very weak^ but weak as I am ^ I have 
as whimfi6al a ftory to tell you as ever befel 
one of my family— 'Shandy's nofe , his name, 
•his fafli window are fools to it — -it will ferve 
at leaft to amufe you— The injury I did my- 
felf laft month in catching cold upon James's 
'Powder— fell, you muft know, upon the 
worft^part it could— the moft painful, and 
moft dangerous of any in the human body. It 
was on this crifis I called in an able furgeon 
and with him an able phyfician, both my 
'friends, to infpeft my difafter— 'tis a venereal 
cafe, cried my two fcientific friends— -'tis im- 
poffible, however, to be that, replied I — for 
1 have had no conmierce whatever with the 
"fex, not even with my wife , added I, thefe 
fifteen years.— You are, however, my good 
friend, faid tfie furgeon, or there is no fuch 
"cafe in the world— ^ what the devil, faid I, 
without knowing woman?— * We will not 
reafon about it, faid the phyiician , but y ou 
muft undergo a cotirfe of mercury — I will 
lofe my life firft, faid I- — and truft to nattlre, 
'to time, or at die worft to death-— fo 1 put an 
end , with fome indignation, to the conference 
^— and determined to bear all the torments I 
underwent, and ten times more, rather thati 
fubmit to be treated like a finmr\ in a point 

where 
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where I had afted like a/aint.^^^T^ow as th^ 
father of mifchief would have it, who has m 
pleafure like that of dilbonouring the righ* 
teous, it fo feU out that from the moment I 
dUiniffed my doftous, my pains began to rage 
with a violence not tp be expreflid, or fup- 
pprted. Every hour became moi:e .intolerable. 
^^ I was got to bed , cried Qut , . and raved the 
whole nighty and was got up fo near dead 
that my friends infilled upon my fending again 
for my phyfician and fu^gepn, I told them 
upon the word of a man of honour they werq 
\poth miftaken,, as to my cafe. -*-t but though 
they had reafoned wron^ they might aft rig^it ^ 
but that fliarp as my fufferings were, I felt 
them not fo fliarp as the imputation which a 
venereal treatment of my cafe laid me under— 
They anfwered that thefe taints of the blood 
laid, dormant twenty years, but they would 
not reafon with me in a point wherein I was 
fp delicate, but would do all the office for 
which they were called in, namely to put an 
end to my torment, which otherwife would 
put an end to die-r- arid fo have I beeii com- 
pelled to furrender myfelf— -and thus, my dear 
lord , has your poor friend with all his fenfibi- 
lities been fuffering the chaftifement of the 
groffeft fenfualift. — Was it not as ridiculous 
an embarraflment as ever Yoricts fpirit wste 
iiivolved in?— Nothing but tl^ piureft qon* 
. N 3 fcieuce 
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fcience of irniocence could have tempted me 
to write this ftory to my wife, which by the 
bye would make no bad anecdote in Triftram 
Shandy's Life— I have mentioned it in my 

journal to Mrs. In fome refpe6bs there 

is no difference between my wife and herfelf 
•—when they fare alike ^ neither can reafon- 
ably complain.—*! have juft received letters 
from France , with iJwne hints that Mrs. Sterne 
and my Lydia are coming to England, to pay 
me a vifit»— if your time is not better em- 
ployed, Yorick flatters himfelf he fliall receive 
a letter from your lordfliip , en attendant. I 
am with the greateft regard. 

My Ix>rd, 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moft faithful humble fervant, 

L. Sterns. 

■ f 
LETTER LXXXIII. 

To J. I> ^n, Efq. 

OU Bond'Jlreet , Friday Atoning. 

JL WAS going, my dear D ^n, to bed 

before I received your kind enquiry, and now 
my chaife ftands at my door to take and convey 

this 
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this poor body td its legal fettlement.-— -I am 
ai, very ill— I languifti moft affeftiiigly—- 
lam fick both foul and body— it is a cordial 
to me to hear it is different with yon— no 
man ihterefts himfelf more in your happinefs, 
and I nm glad you are in fo feir a road to it- — 
enjoy it long^ my D wfailft I— no mat- 

ter what«=^-but my feelings are too nice for 
the world I live ^ in— things ' will mend. — I 
dined yefterday with lord and lady S — — — 
we" talked mudi Of you ^ and your goings on, 
for every one knows why Sunbury Hill is fo 
pleafant a j6ituati6n«-r— You rogue! you have 
lock'd up my boots — and I go bootlefs home 
— find fear I fliall go bootlefs all my life—* 
Adieu, gentleft and beft of fouls — adieu. 

I am yours moft affeftionately, 

.' L. StbTrne. 



I 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

To J, H. S-^— , E(q. 
NetParkf Monday lo o'Clock in the inomlng. 

MYDEARCbxrSIN, 



HAVE got conveyed thus far like a bale 

of cadaverous goods oosifigned to Pluto and 

company— lying in the bottom of my chaife 

N 4 moft 
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mo& q£ Ibe rout, upeii a; 1m8^ piJlow AJfWpli 
I had tbe frevQyam$ to pjiiirctiai£ Ifefor^ I {^ 
out-^I gm WQnL€)ttt«^butt prefs optpBairnby 
Moor to night, and If po^ible to York th# 
pext.^-— I know not wJbat U the m^^ with 
ine<*-^t fome idS^4CiJ!|;#iM^9^ j^'effes^ hjMrd ngpn 
this machine*— ftill I thinkr it will not bp over, 
fet this bout-T-My lave tp Gi — Trtv**^W^ 
Ihall aU meet ffon^ the eaft, (um} ft oni tiie Coutb» 
and, as at the l^ft, be hiappy t;ogf^^-7-»vMy 
lufid i;e4>e6l($ to a l^w^r^I ^n,. ^dear IJ-t-^ 

Traly yowra, 

L. S T E R % '^', 



LETTER LXXXV. 
From hnatius Sancho. to Mr. Sterne, 

Reverend Si R| • 



I 



T WQWld be an infuk on yoqr lui|9pianity, 
or perhaps look like itj^ tp apologize fpr the 
liberty I am taking. — ^I am one of tho(e people 
^Hom the vulgar aiibd illiberal call ^egrpeSi^r* 
The ficft part of my life was ratb^t unlucky. 



$s I was placed in a fa^y who jogged ig^or^ 
^»ce the beftawd q|4y fecwrity for ob^dieiice. 
.:^A little r^dteg W writing I gpt by un- 
weaxded apf^atipiv-^ Thje latter p^rt of my 
hfci ba$ been, thrp^gl^ God's UU^gj ^y 
fortiuiaite^-havii^ fpent itjp the^f^ryiqe of o^e 
of the. beft and greatefl; &m|lie6 ixf. tbe king* 
doiB-^-'Haaty c^f pli^stfm^ has been books— 
Philsttithlfopy Jad^?*^— Ho.w very much, good 
Sir,apil, awongft millioap^, indiebted, to y ou 
for ^ (daarafter of yoBur awabje Uncle T<4gr| 
r**l.d€^UireI woi|ld walk ten miles in ^ dqgr 
ddys^ *Q Ihake hi^ndsr witbth^ jKMwftiCo)g)Of:afc 
rr^YoUr fermons h^v€| toiie^'d me tp th& lieart^ 
add I hope have $i|[ij?fided it, whicb bri^gs^ n^ 
to the point— In your tenth difcourfe, p^g^ 
feventy-eight, in the fecond volume— is this 
veryi^ej5Ung pa#gei— "Confider how great 
a part of our fpecies in all ages down to this— 
huve been trod under the feet of cruel and ca- 
pricious tyrants, who would neither hear their 
cries, nor pity their diftreffes. — Confider 
flavery — what it is*-— how bitter a draught— 
and hfbw many fnillions are made to drink of 
it" — Of all my favourite authors not one has 
drawn * a tear in favour of my miferable black 
brethren — ^excepting yourfelf, and the humane 
author of Sir Geo. lEllifon.— I think you,wi|l 
fyrgiyjt me; I am fyre you will appfeiud iine 
for bdjeeql^ng y w t;p give o^e bftlf bour'g 

atten- 
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attention to flavery, as it is at this day prac- 
tifed in our Weft Indies.— That fubjeft handled 
in your ftriking manner would eafe the yoke^ 

perhaps, of many — but if only of one 

gracious God! what a feaft to a benevolent 
heart! andfure'I am, you are an epicurean 
in afts of charity.— -You who are univerfally 
read, and as univerfally admired — -you cbuld 
not fidl.— ^Dear Sir, think in me you behold 
the uplifted hands of thoufands of my brother 
Moors. Grief, you pathetically bbferve, is 
eloquent: figure to yourfelf their attitudes; 
hear their fupplicating addreffes!— alas ! you 
cannot refhre.— Humanity muft comply^*^ 
which hope I beg pcripiffion to fubfcfibe 
myfelf, 



Reverend Sir; &c. ' 
Ignativs Sanch&^ 

L E T T E R LXXXyi. 

From Mr. Sterne^ .to Ignatius Sancho^ 
Coxwouldt July ij^ i j66. 



T. 



HERE is a ftrange coincidence, Sahcho, 
in the little events ^ as well as in the great 
ones, of this world : for I had been writing a 

tendei* 
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tender tale of the forrows of a friendlefs poor 
negro-girl, and my eyes had fcarce done finart- 
ing with it , when your letter of recommen- 
dation, in behalf of fo many of her brethren 
and fifters, came to me« — but why ^^^r^: 
thren? or yours, Sancho! any more than 
mine? It is by the fineft tints, and moft in- 
fenfible gradations, that nature defcends from 
the faireft face about St. James's, to the footieft 
complexion in Africa :— at which tint of thefe 
is it , that the ties of blood are to ceafe? and 
how many Ihades muft we defcend lower ftill 
in the fcale, ere mercy is to vanifti with them? 
But 'tis no uncommon thing, my good Sancho, 
for one half of the world to ufe the other half 
of it like brutes, and then endeavour to make 
them fo.— For my own part, I never look 
\vefi\vard^ when I am in apenfivejmpod at 
leaft, but I think of the burthens which our 
brothers and fifters are there carrj'^ing, ' and 
could I eafe their fhoulders from one oxmce of 
them, I declare I would fet out this hour upon 
a pilgrimage to Mecca for their fakes— -whicii 
by the bye, Sancho, exceeds yqur* walk of 
ten miles in about the fanie proportion, that a 
vifit of humanity fhould one of mere form.— . 
However, if you m^ant my Uncle Toby more 
he is your debtor.— If I can weave the tale I 
have wrote into the work I am about— 'tis 
at the fervice of the affii6);ed'-r*and a much 

greater 
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greater matter; for m ferious troth, it cafts a 
{ad fhade upon the world, that fo great a part 
of it are, and have been fo long bound in chains 
of darknels, and in chains of mifery ; and I can- 
not but bothrelpeft and felicitate you, that 
by fo much laudable diligence you have broke 
the one— -« and that by falling into the hands 
of fo good and mercifiil a family. Providence 
ka5 refcued you from the other. 

And fo good-hearted Sancho adieu ! and be- 
lieve me I wMl not forget your letter. 

Yours, 

L, S T £ R N S. 



L E TT jr R LXXXVII. 

To Ij^natiiif Sancho. 

Bond Street i Saturday. 

X WAS very fonry, my good Sancho, that 
I was not at home to return my compliment? 
by you for the great courtefy of lie DuKe of 
Wfr— €« — *s family to me , in bojsiouring my lift 
of fubfcribers with their names— -for which I 
bear ihem all thanks.*— But you have fome- 
tfamgto add, Sanctio^ to what 1 owe your 

good 



193 

good will alfo on this account, and that is to 
fend me tiie fabfcription money, which I find 
a neceflity of duning my beft friends for be- 
fore I leave town— -to avoid the perplexities 
of both keeping pecuniary accounts, for which 
I have very flender talents, and collefting 
them, for which I have neither ftrengthirf 
body or mind, and fo, good Sancho dun tile 

Duke of M the Duchefs of M— md 

LordM — — for their fubfcriptions, and lay 
the fin, and money with it too, at my dodr 
— I wifli fo good a family every bleffing they 
merit, along with my hombleft complimients. 
You know^ Sancho, that I' am your fri^d 
•and well-wi&er, 



Hrw StERNfi. 



, P. S. I leave town on Friday momiBg— r- 
. and fhould on Thtirfday, but that I ftay to diije 
widi Lord and Lady S ^ > 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

To Ignatius Sancho. 

CpxvpottU, June 30. 

X MUST acknowledge the courtefy of my 
good friend Sancho's letter, were I ten times 
bufier than I am, and muft thank him too for 
the many exprellions of his good will, and 
good opinion — 'Tis all affeftation to fay a 
man is not gratified with being praifed — we 
only want it to be. lincere— and then it will 
be taken, Sancho, as kindly as yours. I left 
town very poorly— and with an idea I was 
taking leave of it for ever— but good air, a 
.quiet retreat, and quiet refle6tions along with 
it, with an afs to milk, and another to ride 
out upon, if I chufe it, all together do won- 
ders.- — I flialf live this year at leaft, I hope, 
be it but to give the ^orld, before I quit it, 
as good impreffions of me, as you have, Sancho. 
I would only covenant for juft fo much health 
and fpirits , as are fuiEcient to carry my pen 
through the talk I have fet it this fummer.— 
But I am a refign'd being, Sancho, and take 
health and ficknefs as I do light and darknefs, 
or the viciffitudes of feafons— 'that is, juft as 
it pleafes God to fend themr—wd accommodate 

myfelf 



ipyfelf to; their p^ipdical returns , as well,as I 
can— only taking cate, whatever befalls me 
in this filly worl^-^nat to iofe my temper at 
it-— This I believe, friend Sancho, to Jbe the 
trueft philofophy — ^^for this we muft be in- 
jdebted to ourfelves, bvit not to our fpirtunes. 
— Farewel* — ^I hope ypu will not forget your 
cuftom of giyit^ nie a call at my lodgings 
next winter — in the mean time I am very cor- 
dially, 

My honejl friiend Sancho, 

_ , Ypurs^ 

L. Sterne. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

To Mrs. H . 



E 



Coxx»ouldj Odober 12, 1767. 



rVER fince my dear H— ^ — wrote me 
word flie was mine, more than ever woman 
was, I have been racking my memory tp in- 
form me where it was that you and I had that 
affair together. — People think that I have had 
Inany, fon^e in body, fome in mind, but as I 

told 
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tald yoti before, ybtt have had me more than 
more than atiy woinanH^ therefore you mufl: 
had me, H , 'botti'^in mind, Mid m 

body.— ^Ndw I camiot rtecdlleft where it was, 
nor exaiftly when— it could not be the lady 

in Bond-ftfeet, or Gtofvehor-ftreet, or- »► 

Square, brPall-maH.-^— ^Weihdlmake itotrt; 
H — ^— when we meet— i I impatiently long 
for i t " ■ ^ is no matter--^- — I cannot now 

ftand writing to you to-day 1 will mak^e 

it up next poft for dinner is upon table, 

and if I make Lord F - ' ■ ■ ftay, he will not 

frank this. ^Ho w do you do ? Which parts 

of Triftram do you like beft? God blefs 

you. 

Yours, 

Ir. S?:e.rnk. 



t 



N 



LETTER Xa 

To Mrs. H- — -. . f" 

Coxrvaul^f November ijf, i.lSj,. 



W be agobd deaf Wo^ian, my^H- 



r 



and execute thefe C(^mtfllons weH — ^-*-att(i 
whea I ifee you I will give you a kife *. ' ' "^ 

there's 
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tiiei^e^s for JrouV^But Ihave fofaiethhig elfo 
for ypii which I am fabricating, at a great rate; 
and that is my Sentimental Journey, which 
fliali make you cry as much as itihks afFi^fted 
me— -or I Svili give up the bufinefs of fentit 
mental writing— -and write to the br<i)idyr^ 
that is H — '— - what I am doing in writing to 
you*^— butyoii area^i^a^i^c^ii/^^whibb is worth 
baif a fcore meaii foUls,-Hh 

: I am yours, &c. &c. 



" L E Tf T E R XCt / 

To his Excellency Sit G. M ■ .. ■ > . 

Coxvc^ouM, December 3, 1757. 
My dear Fri£Nd, 

Jl OR though you are his Excellency, and 
1 ftill but parfon Yorick— *I ftiU muft call you 
fo — and were yoa to be next Emperor of 
Ruffia, I could not write to you, or fpeak of 
you, under any other relation— ^ I felicitate 
you, I don't fay how much, becaufe I can't 
*^ I always had fomething like a kind of re* 
Vo I- III. O velation 
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velttion within me, which {)oInted out this 
track for you, in which you are fo happily 
advanced ^-« it was not only my wifhes for 
you, which were ever ardent enough to im« 
pofe li^on a vifionary brain, but I thought I 
aftually faw you juft where you now are— « 
and that is juft, my dear Macartney, where 
you ihduld be. — I ihould k>ng, l<»ig ago4iave 
acknowledged the kindnefs of a letter of yours 
from Peterfbourg; but hearing daily accounts 
you was leaving it— this< is the firft time I 
knew well \x>here my thanks ;would find you 
r— how they will find you, I know well— ^ 
that is— the fame I ever knew you. In three 
weeks I fhall kifs your hand— and fooner, if 
I can finiih my Sent;imeptal, Journey.— ^ The 
duce take all fentimerits ! I wifh therie was not 
one in the world!— -My wife is come to. pay 
mer a'fentimental vifit as far as from Avi^on 
^7«and the folitejf^s arifin^ from fuch a proof 
of her urbanity, has robb'd me of a month's 
writing, or I hjid been in town now.— I am 
going to ly-in; being at Chriftmas at my fop 
reckoning— and unlefswhat I fhall bring fofdi 
is not prefs'd to death by. thefe devils of prin- 
ters, I fhall have the honour of prefenting-to 
yoii a C99^k of as clean brat/ as everehafte 
brain conceiv'd—* they are frolickfome . too, 
fnaif \ceiU riempech pas — I ^ut your name 
dovk^fl wilh many wrong and right honour* 
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akkf y knowing you would take it not well 
if I did not make myfelf liappy with it 

Adieu my dear friend. 

Believe me yours, &c, 

L. Sternk.' 

P. S. If you fee Mr. Crawfurd, tell him I 
greet hini kindly. 



' L E T T E R XCII. 

To J.H. S — -, Efq. 

JLilTERAS veftras lipidiffimas, mi con*, 
fobrine^ conibbrinisimeis omnibus earic»*, ac-. 
cepl die Veneris; fed J)ofta non rediehat rerfus 
Siquilonem eo die , -adter fcripfiiTem prout de- 
fiiieraWs: nefcio^md «ft materia cum me^ fed 
fum fatigatas et aegrotus de mea uxore plus 
quam unquam*-^et fom poiTefius cum diabolo 
qui peilet nie in urbem — et tu es poffeffus 
cum: eodem malo fpiritu qui te tenet; in defertd 
efle - tentatum ahciUis tuis , ^t pertnrbatum 
ttxope tua — crede mihi, mi Antoni, quod 
ifthaec non eft via adfialutem five hadiemam^ 
five aeternam ; num tu incipis cogitare de pe- 
O a cunia. 
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fcnnia, quae, vt ait Sanftus Paulus , eft f aftix 
omnium malomm , et non fatis dicis in corde 
tuo, ego Antonius de Caftello Infirmo/ fum 
iam quadragintB et plus annos natus, et ex- 
pleui oftauum meum luftrum, et tempus eft 
me curare , et meipfom Antonium fiicere ho- 
minem felicem, et liberum, et mihimet ipfi 
bertefkcere, vt exhortatur Solomon, qui dicit 
quod nihil eft melius in hac vita, quam quod 
liom6 viuat feftive, et quod edat et bibatj et 
bono fruatur, quia hoc eft fua portio et dd3 
in hoc mundo. 

Nunc te fcire vellemus, quod non debeo 

effe reprehendi pro feftinando. etnado ad Lon- 

dinum, quia Deus eft teftis, quod non proper© 

prae gloria , et pro me oftendere ; liam diabo- 

lus ifte qui me intrauit, non eft diabolus vanu* 

vt coiifobrinus fiius Lucifer— fed eft dijttioli^ 

amabuiidus, qui non vultiinere me effe &lni^; 

najtn cum non cumbefndo cum vxore mea fum 

mentulatior quam par efl>-^et fum mortaliter 

hiamore— ^ fum fatuus^ ergo tu me, mi -cwrfe 

Antoni, excufabis, quoniam tu fuifli in amcare, 

et per mare et per terras iuifti et feflinafti iic?ut 

diabolus, eodemte^ropeUente diabola. H^^ 

beo niwila ad te fcribere-^fed fcribo hwic 

epiflolam, in domo coffeataria et plena ibcib, 

him -ftrepitofbrum , qiii' non permittunt me co- 

git?*re vnam xrogitationem. 

. Saluta 
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Saluta amicum Panty meum^ xmuts Uteris 
refpondebo^— fklttta amicos in domo Gifbrov 
ten£if et oro, credasme vinculo confobrinita«> 
tis et amoris ad te, aii Antoni^euiiii&iifit 
snum^ 

L. S T £ R N £, 

LETTER XCIII. 
To A. L i, C ) E[q. 



I 



Dear L- 



HAD not been many days at thir peace- 
ful cottage before your letter greeted me with 
the feal of friendlhip, and moft cordially do I 
thank you for fo kind a proof of your good 
will — I was truly anxious to hear of the re- 
covery of my fentimental friend — ^but I would 
not write to enquire after her, unlefs I could 
have fent her the t^mony without the tax, 
for even how-d'yes to invalids, or thofe that 
have lately been fo, either call to mind what 
is paft or what may return — at leaft I find it 
fo.— 1 am as happy as a prince, at Coxwould 
—and I wifli you could fee in how princely 
a manner I live— ^ 'tis a land of plenty. I fit 
> . . O 3 down 
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down alone to veidfon/fiih and wild fowl, 
or a couple of fowls or ducks, with curds, 
andftrawberries, and cream, and all the iimple 
plenty with a rich valley under, Hamilton Hills, 
can produce-— with a clean cloth on my. table 
»— and a bottle of wine on my right hand to 
drink your health. I have a hundred hens and 
chickens about my yard— and not a parifliioner 
catches a hare, or a rabbet, or a trout, but 
he brings it as an offering to me. If folitude 
would cure a love-lick heart, I would give 
you an invitation^ — ^but aWence arid time leffen 
no attachment which virtue infpires.— -I am in 
highfpirits — care never enters this cottage— 
I take the air every day in my poft chaife, 
with my two long tail'd horfes-— they tur« 
out good ones; and as to myfelf, I t^ink | 
am better upon the whole for the medicines, 
and regimen I fubmitted to in town-— May 
you, dear L— — — > want neither the one, nor 
the other. „ 



Yours truly. 



L. Stsrxe. 



LETTER 



I 
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L E T T E R XCIV. 

To the fame. 

Coxxpould, Janc^Oy 1767. 
AM in ftill better health, my dear L- 



than when I wrote laft to you— -owing I be- 
lieve to my riding out every day with my 
friend H— — whofe caftle lies near the fea*— ► 
and there is a beach as even as a mirrour, o£ 
five miles in length, before it — where we daily 
run races in our chaifes, with one wheel in 
the fea, and the other on the landj>-— 'D . 
has obtained his fair Indian, and has this poft 
fent a letter of enquiries after Yorick, and 
his Bramine. He is a good foul and interefts 
himfelf much in our fete — I cannot forgive* 

you, L e, for your folly in faying you: 

intend to get introduced to the Idefpife 

them, and I ftiall hold your underftanding 
much cheaper than I now do , if you perfift in 
a refolutiqn fo unworthy of you.— *I fupppfe 

Mrs. J ' telling you they were fenfible, is 

the ground-work you go upon^— by— -they 
are not clever; tho' what is commonly call'd 
wit,^^ may pafe for literature on the other fide 
of Temple-ban— -You fay Mrs. J — — -thinks 
them amiable— jSie ju^es too fs^vourably; 
O 4 but 
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but I have put a ftop to her intentions of vifit- 
ing them^ — They are bitter enemies of mine, 
and i am even with them. . La Bramine aiTured 
me they ufed their endeavours with her to 
break oflF her friendHiip with me, for reafons 
I will not write, but tell you.— I faid enough 
of them before ihe left England, and though 
flie yielded to me in every other point, yet 
in this ihe obftinately perfifted.--^ Strange in- 
fetuation!* — but I think I have effefted my 
purpofe by a falfity, which Yorick's friend- 
ftiip to the Bramine can only juftify.— *I wrote 
her word that the moft amiable of women rei- 
terated my requeft, that flie would not write 
to them. I faid too, ihe had concealed many 
things for the fake of her peace of mind**-^ 

when in faft, L e, this was merely a 

child of my own brain, made Mrs. J 's 

by adoption, to enforce the argument I had 
before urged fo ilrongly.— *Do not mention 
this circumftance to Mrs. J , 'twould dif- 

pleafe her— and I had no defign in it but for 
liie Bramine to be a friend to herfelf- — ^I ought 
xiow to be bufy from fun rife, to fun fet, for 
I have a book to write— ^ a wife to receive*— * 
an eilate to fcli— a pariih to iuperintend , and 
what is woffl: of all, a difquieted heart to rea- 
fon with^— thefe are continual calls upon me. 
•- — I have receiv'd half a dozen letters to prefs 
ttie to join my friends at Scarborough^ but I 

am 



am at prrfent dctaf to them all.— I perhaps 
may pafs afew 4ays there fomething later in 

the feafon, not at prefent and fo dear 

adieu. 

I am moft cordially yours, . 

L. Stsrns. 



LETTER XCV. 

To Mr. and Mrs. J . 

Coxvpouljf July 6, 1767, 



I 



T is wiih as much true gratitude as ever 
heart felt, that I fit down to thank my dear 

friends Mr. and Mrs. J for the continua^ 

tion cf their attention to me^ but for this laft 
inftance of their humanity and politenefs :to 
me , I muft ever be their deb^oiv — I never caa 
thank yoa enough, my dear friends, and yet 
I thank you from my foul*— and for the fingle 
day's happinefs your gOodnefs would have fent 
me , I wiih I could fend you back thoufands 
—•I cannot, but they will come of themfelves 
*— and fo God blefs you.— I have had twenty 
times my pen in my hand fince I came down 
to write one letter to you both in Gerrard- 

ftreet 
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ftreet>— but I am a fliy kind of a foul at tfie 
bottom 9 and have a jealoufy about troubling 
my fnends, efpeciaily jrt)out myfelfi— I am 
now got perfectly well, but was a month after 
my arrival in the country in but a poor ftate 
►—my body has got the ftart, and is at prefent 
more at eafe than my mind— but this world 
is a fchool of trials , and fo heaven's will be 
done !— -I hope you have both enjoyed all that 
I have wanted— -and to compleat your joy, 
that your U^de lady flourifties. like ^ vine atj 
your table , to which I hope to fee her pre- 
ferred by next winter. — I am now beginning 
to be truly bufy at my Sentimental Journey*— 
the pains and forrows of this life having re- 
tarded its progrefsi — -but I ftiall make up my 
lee-way, and overtake every body in a very 
fhort lime.^— 

What can I fend you that Yorklhire pro- 
duces? tell m'e— -I want to be of ufe to you, 
for I am, my dear friends, with the trueft 
value and efteem^ 



Your ever obKged, 

!>• Sterne* 

LETTER 



«07 

■ ■ ■ ■ : ) / J ; i t ' ' : ' , . " . . - 

i ,• , ■■ . : ; 

L E T T E R XCVI. 

To Mr. P at Paris. 

Fork, jfufyzOfijSj. 
Mt dear P 1 



B 



E To kind as to forward what letters are 
arrived for Mrs, S--« at your office by to- 
day's poft, or the next, and (he will receive 
them before ftie quits Avignon, for England— • 
ihe wants to lay out a little money in an an- 
nuity for her dai^hter^— .advife her to get her 
own life enfured in London, left my Lydia 

fliould die before her.^ If there are any 

packets, fend them with the ninth volume of 
Shandy, which ftie has failed of getting*^->ihe 
fays Ihe has drawn for fifty louis— -^wh^en flie 
leaves Paris, fend by her my accouiit**-^Have 
you got me any French fubfcriptions , or fub- 
fcriptions in France?*— -Prefent my kirideft 

fervice to Mifs P- , I know her politenefe 

and good nature will incline her to give Mrs. 
3 -her advice about what fhe may ven- 
ture to bring over.— I hope every thing goes 
oa weU, though never half fo well as I wifli. 

•—God 
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•—God profper you, my dear friend— Believe 
me moft warmly 

Yoursy 

L. Sterne. 

The fooner you fend me the gold fiiufFbox, 
the bettei>— 'tis aprefent from my beft friend. 




M 



To Mr. and Mrs, J- 

Coxppouldf Augujlij 1767. 



LY dear friends Mr. and Mrs. J r,, are 
infinitely kind to me in fending now and then 
a i^er to enquire after me — :<and to acquaint 
me how they are.*— You cannot conceive, my 
deari^y, how truly I bear a part in your 
illnefe.— I wifti Mr. J yixmld carry you 

totI» fouth of France in putfuit of health*—* 
but why need I wifli it whii I know his at 
feftioB will make him <io tiiat and ten times 
as much to prevent a teturn of thofe fymptoms 
which alarms him fo much in tbe fpring'*— < 
Your politenefs and humanity is always con^ 
triving to treat me agreeably, and what you 
promife next winter, wfll be perfe6Uy fc**^ 

but 
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but you muft get wcll--^and your little ieat 
girl muft be of the party with her parents and 
friends to give it a reBfti-— I am fore you ftieNi^ 
na partiality but what is natural and praife- 
worthy in behalf of yotir daughter, but I 
wonder my friends will not find her a playl 
fellow, arid I both hope arid advife them' not 
to venture along through this warfare bf life 
without two ftrings ait leaft to their bow.— ^I 
had letters from France by laft night's poft, by 
which, by fome fatality, I firid not one of my 

letters has reached Mrs. S This gives me 

•concern , as it wears the afpeft of unkindnefs, 
which Ihe by no means merits from me.—- 
My wife and dear, girl are coming to pay, me 
u viifit for a few months ; I wifli I may ;^f eVail 
with them to tarry longer.-^Yoa muft permit 

me, dearMTrs. J tbmakemyLydia knbw.A 

to you , if I can prevail with my wife to come 
and f|)end a little time in London, as flie re- 
turns to France.— I e^tpeft a fmall parcel"—* 
may I trouble you before you write next to 
Tend to my lodgings to alk if there is any thing 
direfted to me that you can enclofe under 
cover?— -I have but one excufe for this free- 
dom which I am prompted to ufe from a per- 
fuafion that it is doing you pleafure to give 
you an opportunity of doing an obliging thing 
— -and as to myfelf I reft fatisfied, for 'tis 
only fcoring up another debt of thanks to tlie 

millions 
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miHions I owe you both already-— Receive a 
thoufand and a thoufand thanks , yes aiKi with 
them ten thoufand friendly wilhes for all you 

wifli in this world-— May my friend iflr. J 

continue blefs'd with good health, and^may 
his good lady get perfeftly well, titere. being 
no woman's health or comfort I fo. ardently 
pray for.— Adieu my dear friend*-— believe 
me moft tr\;ily and fidtbftiUy yours. 



L. Sterne* 

P.S. In Eliza's Uft letter dated from St 
Jago flie tell3 me, as flie does you, that ftie 
is extremely ill— God proteft her.— By this 
time furely fhe has fet foot upon dry land at 
Madras— -« I heartily wifh her well, and if 
Yorlck was with her, he would teU her fp— * 
but he is.cut off from this, by bodily abfence 
—I am prefent with her in fpirit however — * 
but what is that you will fay? 



LETTER 



Hi 



LETT E R XCVIII. 
To J. H. Sr— , Efq. 



. Coxwouldy Augufi II, 17^7. 
My dear H*-" — «-. 



I 



A M glad all has pa£kd ,with fo much amity 
inter u et filium Marmm tuum, and-th^t 
Madame has found grace in thy iight — All is 
well that ends well— * and fo much for mora- 
lizing upon it I wiflk you could, or would^ 
take up your parable, ,^d prophecy as^much 
good concerning me and my affairs.*— Not osa^ 

of my letters have got to Mrs. S fince the 

notification of her intentions, which has .a 
pitiful air on my fide, though I have wrote: her 
fix or feven.^— I imagine Ihe will be here the 
latter end gf September, though I have no date 
for it j bxit her impatience , whigh having buf- 
fered by my fuppofed filence I am perfuaded 
will malie her fear the wprft — if that is the 
cafe ftie will fly to JEnglanA— *a mofl: natural 
conclufion.— You did well to difcontinue all 
co^u^e^ce with Jamesfs powder — as ypu are 
fo well, rejoice therefore, and let ypur heart 
be merry — ^mine ought upon the fame fcore — 
for I jiever have beea fo well fince I left coir 

lege— 
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lege— -and ihould be a marvellous happy man, 
but for fome refleffions which bow down my 
fpirits — ^but if 1 live bit even three 6r four 
years, I will acquit myfelf with honour — and 
^— no matter! we .will talk this over when 
we meet. — If all ends as temperately as with 
you, arid that I find grac6, &c. &c. I will 
come and fing Te Deum , or drink poculum 
elevatum , or do any thing with you in tl^p 

world.— -I Ihould depend upon G- -*$ critidL 

upon my head, as mut;h as Moliere's bld^otiian 
upon his comedies— whe^ you doinot \<^ant 
her fociety let it be carried into your bed- 
chamber to flay her, orelap it upon her bum 
>^**to ? and give her my blefliiig w you 
^ it— 

My- poftillion has fet me a-grouhd for a 
week by one of my piftdls burfting in his hand; 
which he taking for granted to be quite ihot 
ofF— - he inftantly fell upon his knees and^faid : 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, at which like a good Chriftian, 
he flopped, not remembering any more bf it 
i-i— 4he affiair was not fb bad as he at firft tbough<^ 
for it has only burften two of his fingers, he 
fays.— I long to returti to you, but I fit here 
alorie ^ foKtary aCnd fad as a tom cat , Which 
by the bye is all the c^mipariy I keep *-^ he 
foll6ws me from the parlour, to the kitchen, 
into the garden, and^very place— I wiih I 

had 
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Kad a dog-i^my daughter w31 biing me one 
i^'^^and fo God be about you, and ftrengthen 
your faith— i- 1 am affedtionately , dear coufin, 
yours, 

L. Sterne, 

My fervice to the C — —though they are 
&omhome, and to Panty, 



L E T T E R XCIX. 

To Mn and Mts*' J— -^ 



I 



Coxxoouldy Auguft i^j ^y6f% 
My' DEAR Friends, —^ 



BUT copy your great civility to me in 
writing you word, that I have this moment 
received another letter wrote eighteen dayiJ 
after the date of the laft from St Jago^— If bur 
poor friend coidd have wrote another letter to 
England , yoa would in courfe have had it— • 
but'I fear from the circumftance of great hurry 
and bodily diforder in which Ihe was , when 
Ihe difpatched this, Ihe might not have time. 
*— In cafe it has fo fallen out,! fend you the 
i^ontents of what I have received— and that is a 
melancholy hiftory of herfelf and her fufFerings, 

VoL.III. P fince 
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receive yxju-^-^yet I wHl Ihew you mote real 
politeffes than any youhave met with in France, 
as mine will come warm from the heart- — I 
am forry ybu are not here at the races, bnt 
let fites chantpltres of the Marquis de Sade 

have made you amends. — I knowB ^^Very 

well, and he is what in France would be called 
admirable— ^ that would be but fo here- — You 
are ri^t — he ftudies nature more than any, 
or ratiier moft of the French comedians— If 
the Emprefs of Ruflia pays him and his wife? 
a penAon of twenty thoufand livre^ a year, t 
think he is very well off.— The folly of flaying 
'till after twelve for fupper — that you two 
excommunicated beings mi^t iave meat !— 
** his confcience would not let it be ferved be- 
fore."^— Surely the Marquis thought you both, 
being Englifti, could not be fatisfied without 
it>r^l would, have given not my gown and 
caffock, for I have but one, but my top^ 
ring to have feen th^ petits maittes ei mai^ 
treffefgo to mafs, after having fpent the night 
in dancing.— As to my pleafiires they are few* 
in compafs.— --My poor cat fits purring befide 
me— your lively French dog fliall have his 
place on the other fide of my fire^ — but if he^ 
is as devilifh as when 1 laft faw him, I muft 
tutor him, for Iwill not halve my cat abufed— ^ 
in fliort I will have Nothing devlllfti about me— 
a combuftion would fpoil a fentiinehtal thought. 

Another 
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Another thing I puft defire — do not be 
alarmed ►—'tis to throw all your rouge pots 
into the S^rgue fcefore you fet out — I will 
have no rouge put on in England — and do not 
bewail them as - . " / ■■ — ' did her lilver 
feringue or glyfter equipage which fhe loft in 
a certain Ti«ei>-r- but take a wife refolution of 
doing without rouge.--T-I have been three, days 
ago bad againi— 'with a fpitting of blood--^ 
«©d that ujifi^eltog brute ***** ^* * . came 
flnd. drew my eurtiains,- and witha^v^^e lijte 
»j trumpet, hallpo^din my eai:>— «^ f m d s, 
.\fbata:fine ket;tle jof filh have y<>u -breug^ 
yjDurCalf to, Mr^S ^ ! In a faint voice, I 
b^djiiiri lefive me j jfof comfort fare was never 
adnainiftered ia fp-rough a manner.-T-TeU your 
mother I hope Ihe will purchafe wfe^ either 
jof .you may wanjt at Paris*— 'tis an pccafio^ 
«Qt tobe loft— fp; write to me from^P^ris that 
1 i6ay come and ^«eet you in .my; ppft-chaife 
with my kmg-tailed horf(?s-.- and the moment 
ypw h^ve both pvit typur feet in it, call It her^ 
after ypurs. — Adipu de^r Lydia— beU^ye me> 
\i^2^t I ever ihall b^,; < 

Your afFeftlonate father, 

r I tibink I ihall.iwt write jtP; Avignon any 
m<>pe, ibut you wiJt&ad one: fof ypu at P4ris-rr 
jwaiCfi) more adieu. 

P 3 LETTER 
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LET T E R CL 

To Sir W-- — . 

September 19 y 1^67^ 
My DEAR Sir, 

JL OU are perhaps the drblleft being in the 
univerfe— Why do you banter me fo about 
what I wrote to you? — Though I told ybu> 
(every morning I jumped into Venus's lap', 
meaning thereby the fea, wais you to infer 
from that, that I leap'd into the ladies beds 
afterwards^ — The bbdy guides you —^ the 
mind me.*^— t have wrofre the moft whimficai 
letter to a lady that vtr^s ever readi, atnd talk'd 
of body 'and foul too-^^TTaid ihe had toade 
me vain, by fayiAg fli©' wias nune more than 
ever wbmaii was*— -but the is liot the lady of 

Bond-dxeet ^br ' fquare, nor the lady 

who fupp'd with ite in Soiid-ftf eet on ftpllop'd 
oyfters, and other fuchr things-— nor did fiie 
ever go . tite-a-tSte with me^ to Salt Hill.— • 
Enough of fuch nonfenfe*^— The paft is over — 
and I cap^ juftify myfelf unto myfelf— can 
you do as much?— No faith!— " You can 
feelf" Aye fo c^ my^cat, when he hears a 
^male> fcaeerwiftuli&g 6n tie houfe top — but 

ji i cateii. 
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caterwauling difgufts me, I had rather raife 
a gentle flame, thiyn have a di^erent one raifed 
in me.— Now, I take heav'n to withefs, after 
all this badinage my he^rt is innocent — and 
the fporting of my peri is aqual, juft equal, 
to what I did in my boyifti days , when I got 
aftride of a ftick, and gallop'd away— The 
truth is this— 'that my pen,gQfv^rasine-4-not 
me my pen.— 'You are much to blame if y0» 
dig for- marie, unlefs you are fure of it.^ 
I was dncefuch a puppy'tnyftlf, as to pai'ej 
and burn, and Had-niylabbur for my pains^ 
land two hundred pbttndk but of pocket.-^ 
Cutfe on fermiiag, faid I,- 1 will try if thd 
pen will not fuc<ieed better than the l^ade* 
*^— The following up of dia* iiffair, I meari 
flalrming, made- m^ idfe my tcfttip^, and ci 
tart load of turnefps was, I tjioiight, very ♦ 
deair at two hundred poundsi-i^ ' » 

^ '^Ih aU your oj)erations may your owji good 
fenfe guide' you -^ bought e^^perienc^e is th(& 
devil — Adieu, adieu! — BeUeve me 1 • 

, Yours xn^oil truly, , 
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LETT E R CII. 

To the fame. 

CoxivouIJf Sept. 27, 17^7. 

De AR S1H9 

JlOU are arrived at Scarborough, when 
^ the world has left it — but ypn ar^ an un- 
accountable being, and fo there is nothing 
more to be faid on the matter—- You wifli me 
to come to Sc^borough, and Join you to read 
a work that is not yet finiih'd'--«hefide$ I 
have.oth^r thingu m my head.~-IVJy wife will 
be here in three or four days , and I muft not 
1^ found fljrayi^g in the wildernefs-r-but I 
have been there.*— As for , njieeting you at 
Bluifs, witfeall my heaftr-r:! will la^gh, and 
drink my barley water . with; typu ^r- As foon 
as I have greeted my wife and dau^ter, and 
hired them a houfe at York, I fliall go to Lon- 
don where you generally are in fpring— -and 
then my S6ntittiiBntal JoUrney will, I dare fay, 
convince you that my feelings are from the 
heart, and that that heart is not of the worft 
of moMs-^ praifed be God for my fenfibility ! 
Though it has often made me wretched, yet 
I would not exchange it for aU the pleafores 

: , i the 
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the groffeft feBfualift ever felt^r-^ Write ta me 
thej day yo%wUl be at York — ''tis ten to one 
bu^ I may introduce ypu to my wife and 
daughter* Believe m^, 

My gQodSir, 

. . Ever yours, 

, .. . • . ,L. Sterne. 

L E T T E R cm. 
To Mr. P at Paris. 

Vorky O^ober i, 1767. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



HAVE -ordered niy frietid Bfecket to 
advance for two months your account which 
mf wife this day deliver'a — ^Ihe is in raptur^ 
with all your civilities.r-nThis is to giver you 
notice to draw upon yo^r. cp^refponrfentT— 
and Beckqt will deduft out of my publication, 
^—Tomorrow tnoming I repair with her to 
Coxwo\il4> and njy Lydia feesms tranfported 
with the fight of me.^-T« Nature, dear P — — -, 
breathes la. all her co9i|>o|itjl;on^ and exjcept a 

little 
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litde VI vacity-i- which Is a fault in the world 
we live in^— I afti fully content with her 
mother's care of her.—- Pardon this diigreflion 
from bufinefs»— but 'ds natural to fpeak of 
thofe we love.— As to the fubfcriptions which 
your friendihip has procured me, I muft have 
them to incorporate with my lifts which are 
to be prefixed to the firft volume.— My wife 
and daughter join in millions of thanks*— they 
will leave me the i&* of December.*— Adieu, 
adieu-— believe me, 

Your's mofl: trply, 

Jy. St ERNE, 



LETTER CIV. 
To ^ Mr. and Mrs. J— ^ — . 

Coxipouldy prober 5 , 1767. 



I 



HAVE fufFered under a ftrong defire for 
above this fortnight, to fend a letter of en- 
quiries after the health and the well-being of 

my dear friends j Mh and Mrs. J— , and I 

do affure you both, 'twas merely o'wing to i 
little modefty in my temper not to make my 
good- will troublefotne, where 1 4iave &>• much, 

^ and 
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krid io ihbfe I never think of , but with ideas 
of fenftMlity and obligation, that I have rei 
frairi'dji— Good God! to think I could be in 
town , ^and not go the firft ftep I msade to 
Gerrard Street!-— My mind and body rtiuftbe 
tit fad variance with each other , ihould it ever 
fall Mt that it is not both the firft -and laft 
place klto where I fhall betake myfelf , were 
itonty to fay, "God blefs you.^'— -May you 
have every bleffing he can fend you^r 'tis a 
pstft of my litany, where you will always 
have a^lace whilft I have a tongue to repeat 
it*^--And fo you heard I had left Scarborough; 
Which you would iio more; credit, than the 
Tej^iB affign'd for it*— I thank you for it 
kindly— though yoti have not told me what 
they W^re, beinga^ftirewd divine > I think I 
cani guefs.*'— 4 was tito days at Scarborough in 
September, and was hofpitably entertained by- 
one of the beft of our Bilhops; who, as he 
kept houfe there , prefe^d me to be with him 
^-^and his houftiold confifted of a gentleman, 
and two ladies— •'wfeich, with the ^oodBifliop, 
and myfelf , made fo good a party that we 
kept much to ourfelvesi-^I made in this time 
a conneftion of great friendftiip with my 
mitred hoft, who would gladly have taken 
me with him back to Ireland. — However we 
all left Sicarborough together, and lay Meen 
miles off, where. Vi^e4undlyj)arted^lldw it 
...; was 
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waa fuppofed, and have fince heard i that I 
e'en webt on with the party to London, and 
this I fuppofe wa5 tfie retfon affign'dfor my 
being there. — I dare fay charity would add a 
little to the account, and give out that 'twas 
on the fcore of one , and perhaps both of th? 
ladies^— andl willexcufe charity on that head^ 
for a heart difengaged could not well have 
done better,r— I have been hard writing ever 
fince— -and hope by Chriftmas I IhaU be able 
to give a gentle rap at your door — and teli 
you how happy I am to fee my two good 
friends.^-rl affure you I fpur on my Pegafus 
more violently upon that account, and amxiow' 
detennined not to draw bit, till I have finlfli'd 
this Sentimental Journey— \^hich 1 hope to 
lay at your feet, as a fmall, but a very honejB^ 
teftimony of the conftant truths with which 
I am, : • ' : 

My dear friendSy v; ' . 

Your ever, obliged. , ,, 

! And gtateful, i 

. L. SxERKJEi 

r P^&r My wife ani datfghtex wpived h^r^ 

.. - an 



r^ 



an elegant accomplilh'd litde fltit- — my wife 
^^bttt I hate to praiffe my wife—'tis as much 
as decency will allow to jpraife my daughter. 
•— I fuppofe they will return next fummer to 
France.— -They leave me in a month to refide 
at York for the winter— -and I ftay at Cox- 
^otdd till the firft of January. 



LETTER CV. 
To Mrs. F . 



Coxvpotildf FrJJiiij, 



I 



D£AR Madam, 



RETURN you a-thoufa^d thanks fpr 
yout obliging enquiry $fter me~I got down 
laft fummer very muqh worn out— and mwpb 
worfe at the end of my journey— •! was forced 
to call at his Griace's houfe, the Archbifhop of 
Ybrk, to; refrefli myfelf a couple of day$ 
upon the road near Doncafter* — Since I got 
home to quietnefsy and temperance^ and good 
book$, and good hours, I have mended— 
and am now very ftout— and in a fortnight's 
time fliall perhaps be as well as you yourfelf 
could wifh me. — I hav^ the pleafure to ac- 
quaint you that my wife and daughter are 

arrive^ 
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arrived fi-omFrance.-r— I fliall be in town to 
greet my friends iy the firft of January.— 
Adiea dearmadam*^-^ believe me 

Yours fmcerely, 

L. St ERjix:. 

LETTER CVr. 
To Mr. and Mrs. J . 

CoxvPoulJ, November 12, 17(^7. 

JrORGIVEme, dearMrsJ , if I am 

troublefome in writing fome thing betwixt a 
letter and a card, to enquire after y6u and my 

good friend Mr. J ^, whom 'tis an age 

lince I hive heard a fyllable of.— I think fo 
however, and never more felt the want of a 
houfe I efteem fo much , as I do now when I 
can hear tidings of it fo feldom— and have 
nothing' to recompehce my defires of feeing 
its kind poffeffors , but the hopes before me of 
doing it by Chriftmas.-— •! long fadly to fee 

you— and my friend Mr. J . I am ftill 

at Cox would— -my wife and girl (*) here.— 

She 

( *^ Mrs. MedaUe thinks an apology may be ncceffary 
for publifhing this letter — the i)eft (he can offer is— • 
that it was written by a fond parent > whofe commenda* 
tions flie is proud of > to a very (uicere friend. 



She is a:d€ar/good creature-^ affefldonate, and 
mpft elegant in body, and nwnd — slhe is all 
;heaven couW give me in a daughter — but like 
other bleffings, not given, but lent; for her 
mother Ipves France«— ^and this dear part of 
me muft be torn frpm my arms ^ to follow her 
mother, who feems inclined to eftabliih her in 
France where ihe has bajd many advantageous 
oflfers.— Do not fmile at my weakniefs , when 
I fay I don't Wonder at it, for fhe is as ac- 
compli|h'd a ilut as France can produce.^-r 
You ftiall excufe all this — if you won't, I 

defire Mr. J to be my advocate— but 

I know I don't want one.—- ^W^ith what plea- 
fure Ihail I embrace your dear little pledge*— 
who I hope to fe^ every hour encreafing in 
ftature, and in favour, both with God and 
man !— I kifs all your hands with a moft devout 
and friendly heart.-^-*No man can wifti you 
more good tjian your meager friend does*-^ 
few fo much, for I am with infinite cordiality, 
gratitude and honeft affeSion, 

My dear Mrs. J , 

Your ever faithful, 



L. Stbrnb; 
P.S. 
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JP. S. My Sentittifetital Journey will plesife 
Mrs. J- , and riiy Lydia — I can anfwer 
for thofe two. It is a fubjeft which works 
w^ll , and fuits the frame of mind I have been 
in for fome time paft— I told you my defign 
in it Was to teach us to love the world and our 
fellow creatures better than we do— -fo it runs 
moft upon thofe getitlef paitions and affeftions. 
Which aid fo much to it.^—i Adieu, and may 
you and my wortliy friend Mr. J — — i- con- 
tinue examples of the doftrine I teach. 



LETTER CVIL 

To A. L. E e , Efq. 

CoxwouU^ November ip, 17^7. 
O U make yburfelf unhappy, dear L- 



by imaginary ills — which you might fliun, 
inftead of putting yourfelf in the way of.*-- 
Would not any man in his fenfes fly from the 
objeft he adores , and iiot wafte his time and 
his health in increafing his mifery by fo vain a 
puriuit?— ^TheJ idol of your heart is one of 

ten thoufand.' — The duke of has long 

fighed in vain^^— and can you fuppofe a woman 

will Men to you, that is proof againft titles, 

ftars, and red ribbands?' — Her heart, believe 

.w me. 
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me, L e, will not betaken in by fine 

men, ox fine fpeecbes-rr^if it fliould ever feel 
a preference, it will chufe an objeft for itfelf, 
and it muft be a Angular chara6ber that can 
make an impreffion on fuch a being— flie has 
a platonic way of thinking, and knows love 
only by name — the natural referve of her cha- 
rafter, which you complain of, proceeds not 
from pride, but from a fup^riority of un^r¥ 
ftandiiig, which make^ her deipifeevei^y man 
ftat turns himfelf; i|jto a (obh-^kke tmy a*r 
Yicej and pay yatur iddreffes taMife' /^ Ibe? 
^eems you, arid irfuie will wear off aifittadii 
meat^^hich has taktn fo deefT* rbot in yout 
heart.*— I pity you frc^n my foul*-*-iut A^e 
aire aU born with, p&ffibris which ebb afHifloxv^; 
dfe they wottld plagr the deVil with tw, td 
different objeft^— aiid the beft ^dvic^ I csai 
give you , L e, is to turn the tide of 

youi^ another way.*— -I know ii<)t whether i 
fliali write again ^hile I flay at Cbxwould.—- 
I afti in .eameft^ at^my 4fetithnental work*^-^ and 
inteiid beihg in to^^m foon kfter Chfiflmias-^ 
in tiie mean time adiefu." — -Let me hear from 
jron j and beUeve' tnfe , dear L' ' ' — 

- ^'^ - - '-'YburB,' &c; '^ '• • 

' ^ . ■ . ■; ;- ^ "■- t. StUn^k: 

VoL.Iir. Q LETTER 
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LETTER CVIir; 

To the Earl of ■ . 

Coxxpouldf Noveniher 28 / 1 7^7! 
My Lord, 



Ti 



I S with tjie. greateft pleafure I take my 
pen to thatik your Lordfliip for your letter o£ 
emquiry abdutYorick—*he was worn out botft 
his fpidt$ and body with the Sentimental 
jQurney— 'tis true that an author moft jFeel 
himfelf, or his reader will not— -but I have 
torn my whole frame into pieces by my feel- 
ings—I believe the brain ftands as much in 
TO€d of rei^ruiting as the body— therefore I 
fliall fet out for town tit^e twentieth of next 
month, after having recruited myfelf a week 
at York.— I might ii¥le.ed fplace myfelf with 
my wife, ^o is come from France,, but ia 
faft I have long been a f^ntim^ntal being-*-^ 
whatever your Lordihip may think to tiie con- 
trary. — The world h^s imagined^ becai^fe I 
wrote Triftram Shandy, that I was myfelf 
more Shandean than I^really ever was^— 'tis a 
good-natured world we live in, and we are 
often painted in divers colours according to 
the ideas each one frames in his head.— 'A 

.; very 
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very agreeable lady arrived three years ago at 
York, in her road to Scarborough — I had the 
honour of being acquainted with her,* and was 
her cbaperorp-—*ail the females were very in- 
quifitive to. know who ihe was-— "Do not 
tell, ladies , 'tis a miftrefs my wife has recom- 
mended'to tne— 'Day moreover has fent her 
from France." — ' 

I hope my book will pleafe you, my Lord^ 
aad thep my labow ^^illrnpt be totally in vain, 
' Jf it, is not thoi^ht a chafte.book, naiercy oji 
them that read it, for tbey muft have wao'm 
imaginationsindeed!— Can yourLordfhIp for- 
give iny not making this a longer epiftle?*-— • 
In ihprtj can.but adtd tbis, vhich yqu already 

JfQow- that I am with gratitude, and 

friendjQbip, 

» My Lord, / 

Your, obedient faithfijl, 

L. Sterks; 

If your Lordfliip is in town in Spring , I 
flign;dd.be happy if you became acquainted 
:With my friends inGerriard-ftreet*— you wduld 
efteem the hufl>and> and honour the wife— f 
flie is the reverfe of mofl: her fex»— they have 
various purfuits^^-^flie but.one-^that of pleafing 
h^r hulband. — 

Qa LETTER 
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LETTER CIX, 

- To A,, L -e, Efq. 

• -. " ■ / ■ 

Coxsvould, December 7,17 67, 



Dear L- 



I 



SAID I would not perhaps write any 
more, but it would be unkind not to reply to 
fo interefting a letter as yours — I am cejH:^ti 
you may depend upon Lord 's promifes 

w— he will t6ke care t)f you in the beft fllanner 
he can, and your knowledge of the World, 
and erf languages in partStuIar, wiU make you 
ufeful in any department — If his Lordftiip^s 
fcheme does not fucceed, leave the kingdom 
—go to the eaft, or the Weft, for travelling 
would be of infinite fervice to both your body 
and min<t*^But more of this when we meet 
—now to my own affairs.— I have had an 
(^er of exchanging two pieces of preferment 
I hold here, for a living of three hundred and 
fifty pounds a year, in Surry , iabioutvtWrty 
miles from London, and retaining Coxwotd^, 
and my prebendaryfliip— the country alfd is 
iweet* — 1)ut I will not, cannot come to any 
determiniation, till I have confulted with you^ 
gnd my other friends.--^ have great cSeretoo 

- ill 
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in Ireland-^-^he HfKops of C-^—— ', and R . i , 
ar« both my friendsr— but I have rejefted every 
propilikl , unfeft Mc&. S i , and my Ly dk 
coM accompany me iiither*— ^I live for the 
fdte of iny girl, and w'ith her fweet light bur- 
then in my arms, I could get up faft the hill 
0{ preferment, if 1 chofe it — but Mdthout my 
Lydia, if a mitre was offered me, it would 

fit uneafy upon my brow.— -Mrs. S- 's 

Jiealdi is infupportable in England.-— She muft 
return to France, and juftice and humanity 
forbid me to oppofe it— -I will allow her 
enough to live comfortably, until Ihe can 
rejoin me.— My heart bleeds, L— — e, when 
I think of parting with my child — "twill be 
like the fejJaration of foul and' body — and 
equal to nothing, but what paffes at that tre- 
mendous moment; Wd like it in one refpeft, 
for Ihe will be. in onfe kingdom ^ whilft I am 
in another. — Yoitwill laugh at niy weakneft 
*^but I caninot help it>— for fhe is a dear, diS- 
interefted girl-r-^s a proof of it*-i-when Ihe 
left Goxwould, and I bad her adieu, I puUed 
out ipy purfe and. oflFered her ten guineas for 
her private pleafuresi— hier anfwerwas^ pretty, 
jand iaffefted- me too much. *^ No, ipy dear 
iwpa,^^ our expences of coming from /France 
jniry hiave fttaiten'd you--^I would. rathet put 
tu^ hundred guinea^ in- your pocket than take 
^li iwit of it "—I hurft into! tears^^but vy^hy 
^. : Q3 do 
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not to be frightencd.^-^l.ajcn, my dear friends, 
with the trueft attaehment.and efteem, ever 
yours, 

. . L. Sterne, 



LET T E R CXI. 

To Lady P— — . • 

Mount C&ffee-bouf&f Tuefda^ 3 0' Clock. 

HERE IS a ftrattge* mechanical effeft 
produced in xvriting a billet-doux^ within' a 
ftone-caft of the lady who engroflfes the heart 
and foul df an inamorato— ^ for this caufe , but 
tnoftly becaufe I am to dme in this neighbour- 
hood, have I, Triftram Shandy, come forth 
from my lodgings to a cofFee-houfe the neareft 
I could 6nd to my dear Lady — — -*s lioofe^ 
and haVe called for afiieet of gilt paper, td 
try the tr^iith of this article oiF my creed— ^ 
Now for it*— 

O my dear lady*— what a dilhclout of a 
foul haft diou made of me?— -I think, by the 
bye, this is^ little too familiar an introduftion, 
for fo unfatiiiliar a fituation as I ftand in with 
you— where heaven knows, I am kept at a 
diftance*— and defpair of getting one inch 
I nearer 
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hearer ycmrWifli 2^ the ftepa and windibgs 
I can think <}f to rectRnniend myfelf tdf yon— *- 
Wodrd not any man in his fehfes^ run. diamei 
trically fi?oiitt you — »and as far as his legs would 
carry him ^ rather than thus caufekfeiy, focK- 
liftilyj dnd foolhardily expofe himfelf afrefh 
-i— and aftefti, where his^ heart and his reafon 
tells him he Ihall-be fare to come ofF-lofer, if 
not tdtally undcme ?-^ Why would you tell 
me you would be glad to fte me?— Does it 
give you^ pl^afure to make 'me mcrre unhappy 
«-or does it add to yotjr triumph, that 
your eyes and lips have^ turned^ a man ifttd 
a fool, whom the reft of the tpwn i^ eovart- 
iag as a wit? — I am a fool— flie weakeft, 
the na6ft duQule , the moft tender f<X)l Aat 

ever woman tried the weaknefs of and 

the moft unfettled in my purpofes and re- 
folutions of recovering my right mind.— 
It is but an hour ago, that I kneeled down 
and fwore I never would come near you— 
and after faying my Lord's Prayer for the fake 
of the clofe, of not being led into temptation 
— out I fallied like any Chriftian hero, ready 
to take the field againft the world, the flefti, 
and the devil ; not doubting but I fhould finally 
trample them all down under my feet*— and 
now am I got fo near you— within this vile 

ftone's caft of your houfe 1 feel myfelf 

drawn into a vortex, that has turned my brain 
* upfide 
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upiijde ilo\<^nwards, andthou^Ihajd purchafed 
a box ticket to carry me to Mifs ***»»♦ 
benefit, yet I know very veil, ti»t was a 
fingle line dire&ed to me, to let me know 

I^dy would be alone at ftveii, and 

fiiflfer me to fpend the evening with ber, fli0 
would infallibly fee evCry thing verified I have 
toldJien— I dine at Mr.C- — — ^r's inWigmore- 
ftreet, in this neighbburhood , where I ftiall 
ftay till feven, in hopes you purpofe to put mp 
to this proof— -If I hear nothing by that time 
I fliall conclude you are better dilpofi^d of-^ 
mid fhgll take a forry h^ck, and forrily jogg 
on to the play, — Curfe on the word. 1 know 
nothing but forrow — except this one thing, 
that I love you, perhaps foolijttily , but 



Moft fincerely, 



L. Sterns:. 



LETTER 
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LETT E R CXir. 

' To Mr. and Mrs. ■ J — - 



N< 



Old Bond'ftreet J January i. 



OT knowing whether the moifture of 
the weather will permit me to give my kind 
friends in Gerrard Street a call this morning 
for five minutes*— J! "beg leave to fend them all 
the good wifhes, compliments, andrefpefls 
I owe them.- — I continue to mend, and doubt 
not but this , with all other evils and uncer- 
tainties of life, will end for the beft. I fend 
all coqiplimeDts to. your fire fides this Sunday 
night-^Mifs Afcoiigh the wife, Mlfs Pigot 
the witty, your daughter the pretty, and fo 
oru< — If Lord O — — is with you, I beg my 
dear Mrs. J — ^ — will prefent the enclofed to 
Mm — 'twill add to the millions of obligations 
I already owe you.— I am forry that I am no 
fubfcriber to Soho this feafon— it deprives me 
of a pleafure worth twice the ftibfcriptibn — * 
but I am juft going to fend about this quarter 
of the town, to fee if it is not too late to pro- 
cure a ticket, undifpofed of, from fome of 'my 
Soho friends,* and if lean fucceed, I wiBl 
eidier fend or wait upon you with it by half 

an 
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an hour after three to-morrow^— if not, my 
friend will -do me^ the juftice to believe me 
truly miferable.— I am half engaged, ,t)r more, 
for dinner on Sunday next, but will try to 
get difengaged in order to be with my friends. 
-—If I cannot, I will glide like a ihadow un- 
invited to Gerrard Street fome day this week, 
that we may eat our bread and meat in love 
and peace together,*— God blefe you both!— -^ 
i am with the moft Jdocere regard. 

Your ever obliged, 

L, Sterne. 



LETTER CXIII. 

To the fame. 

Old Bond Street , Monday. 
My DEAR Friends, 

X HAVE never been a moment at reft fince 
•I wrote yefterday about this Soho ticket— I 
have been at a Secretary of State to get on^ 
w-have been upon one knee to my friends Sir 
IG — — M — — , MrXafcelles^andMr.Fitz- 
taauri^e;-*. without mentioiung five more— I 

believe 
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believe I could as foon get you a rplaci at 
coiMt, fof every body ts going*— bii I wiU 
go out 'and tiy a new ckde—- and if you do 
not heair^ fi?om me fcy a quarter after threes 
yoii.may conclude I faavefeeen unfortunate iti 
my Supplications* — ^I fe»i y^u this ftate of die 
affair 9-ieft my iilence ihould ms^yo<u^idc 
I had neglefted what I proinifed— •but no-*^ 
Mr 6. J- — r^ knows me better , atrf would 
never fuppofe it would be otit dF the head of 
one who is with fo much 'tttith 

Her faithfd friend,. '! - 

- L. Ste R»^«i 



LET T E R CXIV. 
To the fame. 

Thurfdayj Old Bond Street. 

jl\ Thoufand thanks, ^d as many excufes, 
my dear friends, for the trouble my blunder 
Jias^ giv.efi yqu* By a fecond note I am afto- 
niftiM I could read Saturday for Sunday, or 
make any miilake in a card wrote by Mrs. 

J s , in which my friend is as unrivaPd, 

as in a hundred greater excellencies. 

• I am 
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I am now tyed dowaxteck and heels, twice 
over, by engagements every day thiswieek, 
or moft Joyfiilly would have trod the .old 
pleafing road from Bond to Gerrard Stre^t.-^ — 
My books wiU be to be had on Thurfiiay , but 
poflibly on Wednefday in the afternoon.*— ^I 
am quite well, but^xhaufted with a room full 
of company every morning till dinner— -«Hqw 
do I lament I cannot eat my morfel, which is 
alwiiys fweet, with fiichkind friends!* — The 
Sunday following I will affur^dly w^dt upon 
you both — and will come a quarter before 
ifour, .that I may have both a little time, and 

a little day light, to fee Mrs. J *s pifture. 

*-r-I beg leav.e to affure my friends of my gra- 
titude for all their favours , with my fentimen- 
tal thanks for every token of their good will, 
«^-* Adieu, my dear friends — - 



I am truly yours, 



L. Sternb. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXV. ,/ 

To L. S. — -, E% i ) 

OU.Bimd Sireft, Widn^yi 
Dear Sir, 

V 

X OUR commendations are very flattering. 
I know no one whofe judgement I think more 
highly of, but your partiality for me is the 
only inft^ice in which I can call it in queftion; 
—-Thanks, my good fir, for the prints — I 
am much your debtor for them— if I recover 
from my ill ftate of health , and live to revifit 
Coxwould this fummer, I wiU decorate nnijr 
ftudy with them, along with fix beantifhl 
piftores I have already oi the fculptures oii 
poor Ovid's tomb , which were executed on 
marble at Rome.— -It grieves one to think 
fuch a man Ihould have dy'd in exile, who 
wrote fo well on the art of love.»— Do nok 
think me encroaching if I foUicit a favour-— 
^tis either to bOTrow^ or beg, to beg if you 
pleafe , fome of thbfe touched with clmlk 
which you brought from Italy* — •! believe 
you have three fets, and if you can fpare the 
imperfeft one of cattle on coloured papier, 
'twill anfwer my purpofe, which is namely 

this, 
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this, to give a friend of ours.— You may be 
ignorant fhe has a genius for drawing, and 
whatev^.ftiie ^xcells i^ ftie conceals, and her 
humility adds luftre to her accomplilhments— • 
I prefented her Jaft year with colours, and an 
apparatus for painting, and gave her feveral 
IdTops before I left town.-^Iwifti her to follow 
this art, to be a compleat miftrefs of it— -and 
it is Angular enough, but not more fingular 
than true, that ihe does not know how to 
make ^ cow or a flieep, though flae draws 
figures >and Jandfcapes perfcftly well; which 
makes me wifli her to copy from good prints. 
4— .If you come to town next week, and dine 
where I am engaged next Sunday, call upon 
Hie and take me with you— I breakfaft with 
Mn Beauclerc, and am engaged for an hour 

irfkerwards with Lord O-^ fo let our meet- . 

ing ;be either at your houfe or my lodgings—* 
do not be late, for we will go half an hour 
before dinner, to fee a picture executed by 
"Wefty moft admirably..— he has caught the 
charafter of our friend^ — • — fuch goodnefs is 
1^ painted in that face, th^t when one looks at 
it, let the foul be ever fo much unharmonized, 
it is impoffible it flaoiild remain fo. — .1 will 
fend you a kt of my books^— they will take 
with the generality — ^ the women will read 
this book in the parlour^ and Triftram in the 
bed-chamber.r— . Good night, dear fir — I am 

going 



going to tekp my M^hey, and tjien-to bed. 
B(?Ueve me, _ 

Ypurjs moft truly, 

L. SxERjf !;♦ 

L E T T E R CXVI. 

February ^o^ Old Bond-ftreet. 
My dearest Lydi a. 



M- 



iY Sentimental Journey, you fay,- is 
admired in York by every one-— and 'tis not 
vanity in me to tell you that it is no lefs ad- 
mired here-H-*but what is the gratification of 
my feelings on this OGcafion?*-^- the want of 
health bows me down, and vanity harbours 
not in thy father's breaft*—* this vile influenza 
— ^^be not alarm'd, I think I ftiall get the better 
of it— and fliallbe with you botli the firft of 
May, and if I efcape 'twill not be for a long 
period, my child— unlefs a quiet retreat and 
peace of mind can reftore me. — -The fubjeft 
of thy letter has aftonilh'd .me.*--^§he could 
but know litde-'of my feelings, to tell thee, 
that under the fuppofitjon I fliould furvive thy 
mother, I fliould bequeath thee as a legacy 
• VoL.IIL' R to 



to . No , my Lydia! 'tis a lady, whofe 

virtues I wifli thee to imitate, that I ftiall 
entruft my girl to— I mean that friend whom 
I have fo often talk'd and wrote about— from 
her you will learn to be an aiFeftionate wife, 
a tender mother, and a fincere friend* — .and 
you cannot be intimate with her, without her 
pouring fome part of the milk of human kind- 
nefs into your breaft, which will ferve to check 
the heat of your own temper, which you par- 
take in a fmall degree of..— Nor will that ami- 
able woman put my Lydia under the painful 
neceflity to fly to India for proteftion, whilft 
it is in her power to grant her a more power- 
ful one in England. — But I think, my Lydia, 

that thy mother will furvive me do not 

dejeft her fpirits with thy apprehenfions on my 
account.—*! have fent you a necklace, buck- 
les, and the fame to your mother.^— My girl 
cannot form a wifli that is in the power of her 
father, that he will not gratify her in — and! 
cannot in juftice be lefs kind to thy mother. — 
I am never alone — The kindnefs of my friends 
is ever the fame*— I wifli though I had thee 
to nurfe me — but I am deny'd that. — Write 
to me twice a week, at leaft.— God blefe 
thee, my child, and bdieve me ever, ever 
thy 

Affeftionate father, 

L. Sterne. 
LETTER 
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L E T T E R CXVil. 

To Mrs. J- . 

TueJUay. 

V 

-» OUR poor friend is fcarce able to write— 
he has been at death's door diis week with a 
pleutify-^I was bled three times onThurfday, 
and blifter'd on Friday — The phyfician fays I 
am better — God knows, for I feel myfelf 
fadly wrong, and Ihall, if I recover, be a 

long while of gaining ftrength. Before 

I have gone through half this letter, I muft 
flop to reft my weak hand above a dozen 

times. — Mr. J was fo good to call upon 

me yefterday. I felt emotions not to be de- 
fcribed at the fight of him, and he overjoy'd 
me by talking a great deal of you.-— Do, dear 

Mrs. J , entreat him to come to-morrow, 

or next day, for perhaps I have not many days, 
or hours, to live'— I want to aft a favour of 
him, if I find myfelf worfe— that I fliall beg 
of you, if in this wreftling I come off con- 
queror« — my fpirits are fled — 'tis a bad omen 
— do not weep my dear Lady— your tears 
are too precious to flied for me — bottle them 
up, and may the cork never be drawn. 

R 2, Deareft, 



i 
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Deareft, kindeft, gentleft, and beft of women! 
may health , peace , and happinefs prove your 
handmaids,— ^If I di^, cljerifli the reipembrance 
of me, and forget the follies which you fo 
often condemn'd— -which my heart, not my 
head betrayed me into. Should my child , my 
Lydia want a mother, may I hope you will, 
if fhe is left parentlefs, take her to yourbofom? 
— You are the only woman on earth, I can 
depend upon for fuch a benevolent aftion. — I 
wrote to her a fortnight ago , and told her 
what I truft ftie will find in you.— -Mr. J — r-^ 
will be a fether to her^r— he. will proteft her 
from every infult, for he wears a fword which 
he has ferved his country with, and which he 
would know how to draw out of the fcabbard 
in defence of innocence — Commend me to 
him— as I now conunend you to that Being 
who takes under his care the good and kind 

part of the world. —Adieu— —all grateful 

thanks to yoa aiid Mr. J . 



Your, poor affeftionate friend. 



L. S T E R N E. 



LETTER 
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LETTER GXVIIL 
To Mr: B- . 



Exeter f July, I77^ 



Sir, 



HIS was quite an Impromptu of Yorick's 
aftef M iad been ttroroiighly fimfsdx*^^lA& 
xJrew it up in a few «iortients without ftop^ 
ping- his pen; I ftiouid be glad to fee it in 
your intended coUeftion of Mr. Sterne's me- 
moirs^ &c. If you fhould have a copy of it^ 
you will be able toireftifya mif^ppiication of 
a term that Mr. Sterne could never b^^^rijty 
of, as one great exx^ellence of his writings 
lies ill the tnoft happy choice of metaphors 
and allufiotis*— fuch as fliewed his pbilofophic 
judgement, at the fame time that they difi 
]pkyed his wit and genius— -but it is not for 
mfe to comment on, or correft fo' great ah 
originail. I ftiould have'fent tliis fragment a^ 
foon as'I faw Mrs. Medalle's adveitifementj 
had T not been ^t a 4iftance from my papersL 
I expeft much entettaintiient from this jtofo 
humous work of a man to whom <iro one M 
R 3 more 
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more indebted for amufement and inftru6tion, 
tlian^ 

Sir,; 

Your bumble fervant, 

AN IMPROMPTU. 

No— not one j6u±hing would I give for 
fuch a coat in wet weather, or dry— -If the 
fun fhines you are fure of being melted, be- 
caufe it clofes fo ti^t about one — »if it rains 
it is no more a defence than a cobweb— -a 
veryfieve, o' my confcience! that lets through 
every drop, and like many other things that 
are put on only for a cover, mortifies you 
with difappointment and makes you curfe the 
impoftor, when it is too late to avail one's 
felf of the difcovery. Had I been wiCs I fhould 
have examined the ddm the coat h»d. to the 
title of " defender of the body"— before I 
had trufted my body in it— I fliould h^ye held 
it up to the light like other fufpicious qiajters 
I have feen , how much it was likely to ad^t 
of that which 1 wanted to keep out — [Whether 
it was no more than fuich a frail, fUmfy con- 
texture 



texture of flefli and blood, as I am fated to 
carry about with me through every traft of 
this dirty world, could have comfortably and 
fafdy difpenfed within fo ihort a journey—^ 
taking into my account the chance of fpread- 
ing trees— thick hedges overhanging the road 
•—with twenty other coverts that a man may 
thruft his head under-— if he is not violently 

pufhed , on by that d d ftimulus— you 

know where— that will not let a man fit ftiU 
in one place for half a minute togethen-r-but 
like a young nettlefome tit is eternally on the 
fret, and is for pufhingon ftill- farther— or if 
the poor feared devil is not hunted. tantivy by 
a hue and cry with gives and a halter dangling 
before his eyes— now in other cafes he has 
not a minute to thrpw away in ftanding ftill, 
but like king Lear muft brave "the peltings 
" of a pitilefs ftorm " and give heaven leave to 
"rumble its belly full— fpit, fire— r or fpout 
"rain"— as fpitefully as itpleafeth, without 
finding the inclination or the refolution to 
flacken his pace left fomething 0iould be loft 
that might have been gained, or more gotten 
than he well knows how to. get rid of— Now 
had I afted with as much prudence as fome 

ojiier good folks— 1 could pame many of 

them who have been made h ^ps within 

liiy remembrance for having been hooded and 

muffled up in a larger quantity of this dark 

^ -, R 4 drab 



drab of mental manufaftur^ than ever fell t<J 
my fliare-^ — and abfoltitely for nothing elfe-^— ^ 
as will be feen when they are undreffed an- 
other day <^ Had I had but as mtich ad might 
have i)eeti taken out of their doth without 
leffening much of the fize , or injuring in the 
leaft the fti^pe , or contrtifting aught of the 
doubling and foldings, or continuing to a left 
circumference, tJie fuperb fw^eep of any one 

cloak that any one b -p ever wrapt him- 

felf -up itt^-^I Ihdtild never have giveii thi$ 
coat a place opdn my Ihoulders. I fliould 
have feen by the light at one glance, how 
Kttle it Would keep out of rain , by hoW 
Kttle it would keep in of darknefs — ^This a 
coat for a rainy day? do pray itiadam hold it 
up to that >X^indow— did you ever fefe fuch 
an illuJlrioUf codtt fince the day yoii could 
diftinguiih betiween a coat and a pair of 
breeches?— —My lady did not uriderftand deri- 
vatives, and fo ftie could not fee quite through 
my Ijpleridid pun. Pope Sixtus would ha vei 
blinded her with the fame " darknefs of ex- 
ceffive light.'* What a fkxod of it breaks iri 
through tiiis^ent? what an irradiation beamd 
through that? What twinklings— what fpark- 
lings as ycm wave it before your eyes in the 
broad face of lie fun? Make a fail out of it 
for the ladies to look at their gallants with at 
ehurch—ilth^s mot ferved me for one purpofe 

—it 



— it will ferve them for two»— This is coarfe 
ftufF-^Tof wqrfe majnufafture than th^ dq^h*^ 
put it to Its proper ufe,'for*I love when things 
fort and join wjell— r-make a philtre ♦) of it — 
while there is a drop to be extrafted — I know 
but one thing m the ^oHd that will draw, 
drain, or fuck like it — and that is — neither 
wool nor flax — make— make any thing of it, 
but a vile, hypocritical coat for me — for I 
never can hyjub Jove, whatever Juno might, 
that "it is a pleafure to be \vet.'' 



L. Sterne. 



: ^ . . The 

♦) This allufior is improper. A philtre, priginally 
fignifics a love potion— and it is ufed as a noun from 
the verb />fc/7rrd/r*— it mull fignify ajf?^<i/«w, not a ficker 

cloth iis^ ibm^tiihes ufed fot the piirpofe of draining 
by mieans o£ its pores or capillary (ubds 9 but its adioa 
is contraty ' t6 philtration. His jn,eanikig i$ o^vibut 
f nough i but as he drew up this fragment without ftopr 
ping his pen, as 1 was informed, it is no wonder he 
erred in the application of fome of his terms. 
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THE FRAGMENT- 



CHAP. I. 

Shc\x>ing t\vo Things; fir Jl^ \ohat a Rabdaic 
Felloe Lon6invs Rabelaicvs iV, 
and fecondly^ ho\o cavalierly he begins 
his Book. 



M 



.•Y dear and thrice reverend brethren, as 
well archbiftiops and bifliops, as the rejl of 
the inferior clergy ! would it not be a glorious 
thing, if any man of genius and capacity 
amongft us for fuch a work, was fully bent 
within himfelf , to fit down immediately and 
compofe a tliorough — ftitch'd iyftem of the 
Kerukopaedia, fairly fetting forth, 
to the beft of his wit and memory , and col- 
fefting for that purpofe all that is needful to 
be known, and underftood of that art?— Of 
what art cried Pa n u r G e ? Good God! an- 
fwered Longinus, making an exclama- 
tion, but taking care at the fame time to mo- 
derate his voice, why, of the, art of making 
till kinds of your theological, hebdodomical, 
roftrummical, humdrummical wh^t d'ye call 

'ems 



an 

'ems-r-I will be fhot, qudth E p i^ t e wo n, 
if all this ftory of thine of a roafted horfe , is 
fimpjy no more than S-^— — Saufeges? quoth 
Pan'Urge. Thou haft fallen twelve feet 
and about five inches bejaw the niark, anfwefd , 
EprsTEMbN>fdr>I hold them toibei.Ser* 
mons^-^which faid vi^ord,. as I take the. matter, 
being but a word of low degree, for a booJ^ 
of'high rhetoric-ff-LoN GiNus Rabe- 
X A I c V s was foreminded to ufliec ^di lead 
into his diflertation , with as much p9mp,aiid 
parade as he could afford; and for my own 
part, either I know no more of Latin than my 
horfe, or the K E R u K o p A e© i a is nothing 
but ike art of making 'em— And why not, 
quoth G Y M N A s T, of preaching them when 
^ we. have done?— Believe me, dear fouls, this 
is half in half — and if feme Ikilful body would 
but put us in a way to do this to Tome tune*-^ 
Thou wouldft not have them chanted furiely, 
quoth Triboulet, laughing ?-^ No, nor 
canted neither , quoth Gymnast, crying ! 
— b»it what I meaa, my friends, fays L o n- 
GiNUS Rabelaicus, who is Certainly 
ope of the greateft criticks in the^weftern 
world, and asRabelaicafellowas ever e^ed, 
what I mean, fays he, interrupting them both 
«nd refuming his difcpurfe, is thi$, th^t if all 
the fcatter'4 rules of the Ke RU K o p ae d i a 
could be but once carefi^ly colledied into one 

code 
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coie'y as thick as pANtritGE's head , and 
the whole cleanly digefted—- pooh, feys 
Pa N u r g fi, who felt himfelf aggrieved^ and 
bound up continued 1/onginus, by way 
of a regular inftitutey and then put into the 
hands of eveiy licenfed preacher in Great 
Britiaiti, and Ireland, juft before he began to 
compofe, I maintain it — I deny it flatly, quoth 
Pan^urgk — What? anfwer'd Loj^gu- 
iNu^RABELAi c u s with all the temper 
in the world. 



CHAP, 11. 

In \x>htch the Reader \viIlbegintofoffH(^Judge' 
nient ^.ofXohat a Hijloricaly Dramatical^ 
Anecdotic aU Allegorical^ and Cotnic^l Kind 
of a lyork he has got hold of. 



H. 



L O ME N A S who* had to preach next Sdri- 
day, before God knows whom , knowing no- 
thing at all of the matter*^— was all this \i^hile ^ 
at it as hard as he could drive in the very next 
room > — ^for having fouled two clean flieets of 
his own, and being quite ftuck fait in thcf en- 
trance upon his third general divijhh^ and 
finding himfelf unable to get feither forwarfi 
or backwards with any grace— *^ Curfe it,^ 
fays he, thereby excommunicating every 
mother's fon who fliould think differently, 

"why 
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" why may not a njan. lawfully cdl ia for 
" help in this, as well as any other hmHan;empr- 
** gency ? "-—So without any more argumenta- 
tion, except ftarting up and nimming down 
ftom the top fh elf hut one, the fecqnji yolunie 
of Ci- ARK— though without any fejlpiuou? 
intention in fo doing, he had begu6 to ejap 
me. in, making a joint .firft, five whole-p^ges, 
cine round paragraphs, and a dozen and a half 
of good thoughts *all of a row ; and becaufe* 
there was a confounded high galleryr-rwas 
tranfcribing it away like a Jittle devil— r- Now 
— quoth HoMENAS to himfelf " thpngL I 
"hold all this to be fair and fquare, yet, if I 
5* am found out, there will be the deuoe and all 
"to pay."^— *IF^ are the bellr ringing backr 
\x>ards^yQti lad? \vhat is aU that croXt^d about ^ 
honeft man? Mqmmn as Xvas got upon 
DoSor Clark's back^ Jir—* and What of 
tbat^ my lad? Why an pleafe you^ he hat 
broke his neck^ and fr allured his JkuU ^ and 
befouled himfelf into the bargain^ by a fall 
from the pulpit tWo ftories high- Alns ! poor 
H o M B»N ASIHoMENAS has done his bufi^ 
nefs!-*-H o m e n a s will never preach more 
while breath is in his body. — No, faith, I- lb all 
never again be able to tickle it off as I have done. 
I may fit up whole winter nights baking my 
blood. with heftic watchings, and write as folid 
as a Fat her of the church-— ' or, I may fit 

down 
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down whole fummer days evaporating my 
fpirits into the fineft thoughts , and write as 
florid as a Mother of it— In a word, I 
may compofe myfelf off my legs, and preach 
till I burft — and when I have done, it will 
be worfe than if not done at all- ■ fray 
Mr.Sucb-a^oney \vho held forth laft Sunday? 
DoBor Clark, / tro\io; fays one. Pray 
\vhat DoHor Clark fayt a ficond? Why 
HoMENAs's Doctor Clark, 4juot6 
a third. OrareHoMEN as! cries a fourth ; 
•yom fervant Mr. Home n as, qxiotiiVLffth. 
—'Twill be all over with me, by Heav'n— • 
I may as well put the book from whence I 
took it — ^HereH o m e n a s burft into a flood 
of tears , which falling down belter flcelter, 
ding dong without any kind of intermiffion for 
fix minutes and almoft twenty five feconds, 
had a marvellous effeft upon his difcourfe; 
for the aforefaid tears, do you mind, did fi> 
temper the wind that was rifing upon the 
aforefaid difcourfe, but falling for the moft part 
perpendicularly, and hitting the fpirits at right 
angles, which were mounting horizontally all 
over the furface of his harangue, they not only 
play'd the devil and all with the fublimity— 
but moreover the faid tears, by their nitrous 
quality, did fo refrigerate, precipitate, and 
hurry down to the bottom of his foul, all the 
unlavory particles which lay fermenting, as 
you faw, in the middle of his conception, that 

he 
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he went on in the cboleft and chafteft ftile, for 
a foliloquy I think, that ever mortal man ut- 
tered. 

" This is really and truly a very hard cafe/* 
continued Homenas to himfelf— -Pa- 
nurge, by the bye, and all the company 
in the next room hearing all along every fyl- 
lable he fpoke ; for you muft know, that not- 
withftanding Panurgk had open'd his 
mouth as wide as he could for his blood, in 
order to give a round anfwer to L o n g i n v S 
R a B K L A I c u s's interrogation, which con- 
cluded the laft chapter— yet Homenas's 
rhetoric had pour'd in fo like a torrent, flap- 
dafli through the wainfcot amongft them, and 
happening at that uncritical crifis, when 
Panurge had juft put his ugly face into 
the above-faid pofture of defence — that he 
ftopt fliort^T-^he did indeed, and though his 
head was full of matter, and he had fcrew'd 
up every nerve and mufcle belonging to it, 
till all cryed crack again, in order to give a« 
due projeftile force to what he was going to 
let fly, full inLoNGiNUS Rabej-ai- 
c u s ' s teeth who fat over againft him.-— -Yet 
for all that, he had the continence to contain 
himfelf, for he ftopt fliort, I fay, without 

uttering one word except, Z ds— many 

reafons may be aflign'd for this , but the moft 
true, the moft ftrong, the moft bydroftatical, 

and 
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and the moft philofophical realbri, why Pa- 
N u R G E did not.go on, was^-^that the fore- 
mention'd torrent did fo dro\vn his voice, that 
he had none left to go on with.— God help 
him, poor fellow \ fo he ftopt fhort, as I have 
told you before, and all the time H o m £ n a s 
was fpeaking he faid not another .word , good 
or bad, but ftood gaping, and ftaring, like 
what you pleafe — fo.tliat the break, mark'd 
thus— -which H o m e n a s ' s grief had made 
in the middle of his difcourfe, which he could 
no more help than he could fly— produced no 
other change in the room where Longinus 

RaBELAICUS, E P I S T E M O N y G Y Mi 

N ast,Triboui.kt, and nine or ten more 
honeft blades had got Kerokopsedizing together, 
but that it gave time to Gymnast to give 
Pa N u R G E a good iqualhing chuck under his 
double chin ; which Pa n u r ge faking in 
good part, and juft as it was meant by.G y m- 
NAST, he forthwith fhut his mot^e— and 
gently fitting down upon a ftool though fome^ 
what excentrically and out of neighbours row, 
but tiftening, as all tlie reft did, with might 
and main ^ they plainly and . diftixiftly heard 
every fyllable of what you will find recorded 
in the very next chapter, 

THE E N D. 
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